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From Father 
Jim’s Study... 
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THE FATHER PLAYS NO 
FAVORITES 

 

I remember, so vividly the day our son 
was born.  The excitement, the joy, the 
love I felt and the words that came out 
of my mouth when I called my mom 
and dad and told my father over the 
pay phone in the hospital Waiting 
Room – “Dad, we’ve got our little 
boy!”  Never in my wildest dreams did 
I ever think that I could love anything 
more than my son.  Then, just a few 
years later, with my Dad having 
already been called to be among the 
Saints with the Lord, I phoned my Mom and told her that 
“We’ve got our little girl”, our daughter had been born – 
there was more euphoria!    I remember that Mom was out 
the door and in her car driving her way to Dubuque, Iowa 
before I even hung up the phone!  On that day, I 
experienced yet another unbelievable feeling – more love 
to give and to share – more than I had ever thought I was 
capable of giving!    Presbytera and I were blessed with 
two children and the Lord showed us that we could love 
them both equally! 
 

As I experience the brevity of life that passes so quickly 
before us, just a few decades later, Presbytera and I go 
through it all over again – this time as a Yiayia and Papou 
with the birth of our granddaughter Anastasia, little Anna.  
Talk about sharing one’s love for another – I was simply 
ecstatic with a new found love for this newborn child – I 
never knew I had such capacity for love!  Then, two years 
ago, our little Dimitraki, James, was born – even more love 
to give and share – the capacity of which I still cannot 
comprehend.  Presbytera and I were now blessed with two 
grandchildren and the Lord showed us that we could love 
them both equally! 
 

Those of you who are parents, grandparents, perhaps 
aunts or uncles – even Godparents, know exactly the 
unending love I am talking about – you have all 
experienced it first-hand.  The unexplainable and infinite 
capacity of love you have experienced with the birth of 

children or grandchildren – nieces, nephews or 
Godchildren.  We go through life knowing about love – 
learning how to love – experiencing love with someone 
special in our lives – but then God in His love for us – 
gives us many more opportunities to love again!  When 
one talks about the “miracle of love” that statement is not 
exaggeration!  The ability to love our children and 
grandchildren infinitely and equitably is a phenomenon 
that can only be attributed to the love God has equally 
shown all of us.  For God plays no favorites. 
 

Whenever the parable of the Prodigal Son is read during 
the second week of the Triodion, we recall the scenario of 
the two sons that were living within the confines of their 
father’s home.   The younger son felt that he needed to 
leave his house and live his life outside of his father’s 
domain; so he prematurely asked for his inheritance and 
went on his way.  Well, we all recall the story and know 
how this young man took what his father gave him, went 
to a foreign land and squandered all of his inheritance on 
loose living.  Realizing his mistake and finding himself in 
a situation that was no longer tolerable, the young son, 
impoverished and repentant, returned to his father’s 
house to work as a hired servant.  As we remember in the 
story, when the father saw his long lost son, the father, out 
of the great love he had for his son, literally  ran  toward  
him  and  exclaimed: “Bring  him the best robe and put it  

 

(Continued on page 7)  

    

Our Youth pictured at the Youth Sunday Brunch on February 6th that took place at the Cubby 
Bear - North.  Thank you to all who attended and supported our Brunch Fundraiser.  May God 
always watch over and protect our wonderful youth, their families and all our parishioners. 
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Rev. Fr.  James S. Gordon, Protopresbyter 
 

Parish Ministry Team 
 

Acolytes: Fr. James Gordon, Alex Magdalinos 
Bookstore: See Alex Magdalinos if interested  
Chanters: Kosta Buhler, George Houpis, Paul Lillios, Alex 
 Magdalinos, Nick Papastratakos, Isidoros Xilas 
Choir Director: Please speak with Fr. Jim if interested. 
Custodian: Marian Janowski 
Greek School Director: Maria Theodoropulu 
GOYA: Alex Magdalinos, Carol Stamas, Maria Vlahos 
JOY & Jr. GOYA: Alex Magdalinos, Nick Treantafeles 
 Maria Vlahos  
Koliva: Patricia Metropoulos 
Office Secretary: Kay James 
Office Volunteer: Maita Houpis 
Parish Council: Harold Anagnos (President), Thomas 
 Kiriakos (Vice-President), Doug Hugdahl (Treasurer), 
 Houpis (Asst. Treasurer), Carol Stamas (Secretary),  Bill
 Athenson, Robert Buhler, Nicholas Gatsis, George  
 George Kartsimas, Bob Mantzoros, Nicholas Marino, 
 Alex Marx, George  Mouzakiotis, Thomas Papastefan, 
 Nick Papastratakos, Tom Vabakos,  Peter Venetos 
Pastoral Assistant: Alex Magdalinos 
Philoptochos President: Patricia Metropoulos 
Senior Synaxis Coordinator: Dee Christ 
Sunday Church School Director: Mia Connolly 
Toddlers & Parents: Maria Bolos 
 

OUR STEWARDSHIP MINISTRIES PARISH REGISTRY 

40-DAY BLESSINGS 
02/13/11 Daughter of Alexander & Marissa Adams 
 

BAPTISMS/CHRISMATIONS 
01/02/11 Eleni Katerina, Daughter of Peter & Penny  
 Metropoulos Sponsor: Christin Nassos 
02/13/11 Mikaila (Mihalia), Daughter of Michael & 
 Vasiliki (Vasoula) Brown. 
 Sponsors: Dimitrios & Chrysoula Kozonis 
02/19/11 Maria (Mia) Demetra, Daughter of Peter and  
 Christine Sylvester 
 Sponsors: Angelo & Heather Mitsopoulos 
02/20/11 Ella Katherine, Daughter of Louis & Katherine  
 Demas Sponsor: Katherine Anargyros 
 

WEDDINGS 
01/08/11 Lillian & Eric Halloran 
 

FUNERALS 
01/03/11 Christ Christ, beloved husband of Dee Christ 
01/27/11 Sophia DeMet, beloved wife of Nicholas and
 beloved mother of Steven (Maria) DeMet. 

May their memory be eternal. 
 

MEMORIALS 
01/30/11 Chris Christ (40 days), beloved husband of Dee 
 Christ. 
01/30/11 Platon Deliyannis (1 year), beloved husband of  
 Virginia Deliyannis. 
02/13/11 Katina Tsakali (40 days) and George Nitsakos 
 (2 years), beloved sister-in-law and brother of 
 Arianna (Nick) Stevens. 

May their memory be eternal. 

FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL - By Harold Anagnos, President 
 

The Parish Council Ministry and an Invitation to be a Candidate… 
 

The lay leadership of each of our over 525 Greek Orthodox parishes (in America) is made up of honorable people that 
have stepped up to serve their community. The reasons over 7000 Orthodox Christians decide to run for and join 
their councils are many and varied ranging from pure civil duty, love for their community and all the way down to 
love of importance.  The methods used to usher people forward also vary from parish to parish. People are asked by 
the priest, by other parish council members and by parishioners that are looking to impact change in leadership. 
 

There are also many dedicated and Church loving parish councils that become stagnant because the same people 
surface again and again with no fresh blood arriving from within the community.  This manifestation is something 
that the parish leadership must work hard to eradicate.  Most Parish By-Laws limit the terms one can serve as officer, 
but not the terms one can be a member of the council.  The ideal way will be the selection of people by lottery, the 
way ancient Athenians elected their parliament (Βουλή) members and their judges (Δικαστές).  Their term was 
limited to one for each time selected and two terms during their life time.  Serving the public was a duty that all 
citizens had to be available to perform. 
 

All Parish councils need new blood with diversity of talents, stewards of time and the willingness to serve actively 
with humility and sensitivity to the spiritual and social needs of the community.  Our present Parish Council 
members invite any interested stewards of the Ascension to seek information on the qualifications and duties as 
Parish Council members.  We will have elections again later this year, sometime in December, and it will be a great 
accomplishment to have many and new people as candidates.  We encourage all stewards of the Ascension, to step 
up or nominate someone that you think will like and will be willing to serve.  Serving in the Parish Council is pure 
stewardship of time and talents.  The rewards are never immediate other than we are all part of a team doing His 
Work. 
 

Please contact Father Jim  or any member of the board to explore this opportunity to serve our Church. 
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PARISH NEWS 

• OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHIES to the families of: 
 Christ Christ, beloved husband of Dee Christ,  whose funeral took place on January 3rd. 
 Sophia DeMet, beloved wife of Nicholas DeMet and beloved father of Steven (Maria) Demet, whose funeral took place 
 on January 27th.  
 Angeline Bratsakis, beloved wife of Andrew Bratsakis, whose funeral took place on February 1st; and  
 Louis (Elias) Sigalos, beloved husband of Marina Sigalos and beloved father of Diane (Frank) Belmonte, whose funeral 
 took place on February 12th.    May their memory be eternal.  
• We would like to thank the following families/ministries for hosting coffee hour in January and February: 
  Jan. 9th - Philoptochos;  Jan. 16th - Sophia Metropulos; Jan. 23rd Sunday Church School; Jan. 30 Dee Christ; 
  Feb. 13th - Arianna & Nick Stevens; Feb. 20th - Bekiaris/Foutris Families; Feb. 27th - Elaine Stevens;  
 We need volunteers to host coffee hour on Mar. 27th; April 3rd and 10th; May 15th, 22nd and 29th.   If you are 
 interested please call Kay at the Church Office.  
 

• During our journey through Lent, we seek your donations for the following: 
  Flowers for the Icon of the Annunciation (March 25th) - Cost $75.00 
  Daffodils for the Veneration of the Holy Cross - DONATED, THANK YOU! 
  Flowers for the Icon on Palm Sunday - Cost $75.00 
  Flowers for the Icon of the Nymphios - Cost $115.00 
  Flowers for the Icon of the Mystical Supper (Wednesday evening) - Cost $75.00 
  Vigil Lights/Candles - Cost $100.00 
  Flowers for the Wreath on Our Lord Crucified - DONATED, THANK YOU! 
  Flowers decorating the Epitaphio (Holy Friday) - Cost $1,000.00 
  Flowers for the Icon of the Resurrection (Anastasi) - Cost $75.00 
  Palms - Cost $400.00 
  Easter Lilies - Cost $14.00 - We need 26 lilies. 
Any donations you wish to make towards the above (partially or in full), would be greatly appreciated.  To do so, you may 
contact Kay James at the Church Office 847/482-1200 or via e-mail kay.james@sbcglobal.net.  
 

• In addition to the flowers and many other things that beautify our Church, we are also seeking your generosity for 
the following to be used at the Paschal celebration following the Resurrection of Our Lord:  

  250 Chocolate Bunnies (for the Agape Service) $550.00  Cheese & Olives  $150.00 
  25 Tsourekia (Easter sweet Bread)   $160.00  Fresh Fruit  $100.00 
  Greek Loukaniko (40 lbs)    $150.00    

GOYA had a busy February including the 
Youth Sunday Brunch, Greek dancing 
during “Greek Night” and Whirlyball. 
 

Fun during Joy/Jr. Goya!  At right, the 
Joy Day Retreat and at far right, dinner 
on a Monday night. 

 Please e-mail them to Alex at:  
alekom@sbcglobal.net 
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CONFESSIONS - All our youth will have the opportunity to participate in the Sacrament of Confession within the 
timeframe of their Youth Group Meetings.  If you have not done so already, you may sign up at the next youth group 
meeting. 
 

EASTER PLANT SALE - The Joy/Jr. Goya will be taking orders on Sundays after Church for beautiful 
lilies and hyrdrangeas.  The plants will be ready for pick-up on Palm Sunday, April 17th just in time to 
adorn your homes for Pascha.  We thank you in advance for your support of our JoyJr. Goya.  We ask all 
our Joy/Jr. Goyans to return their take-home orders by April 11th.  Money raised will go towards 
charities supported by our Joy/Jr. Goya. 
 

ADMITTED! “What freshmen need to do and college-bound senior needs to know.”  ALL high school students 
(sophomores and juniors too!) are invited to attend this GOYA meeting on Monday, March 21st.  We will 
welcome a former Goyan, Vasili Kartsimas, who will speak to our Goyans about the college application, 
selection, admission, etc...process.  He will cover everything and for everyone - freshmen to seniors will all 
benefit.  PLEASE PLAN ON ATTENDING.  Vasili is the Assistant Director of Admissions and Financial Aid 
at Medill School at Northwestern University.  See the flyer in the Fellowship Hall or online for more details. 

 

GOYA HOSTS LENTEN SUPPER - Goya will be hosting the Lenten Supper on Wednesday, March 30th 
following Pre-Sanctified Liturgy.  Goyans - please speak with Carol, Maria or Alex and let them know what 
you can bring or how you would like to help. 

 

OCMC COIN BOXES - All our Youth should have received their “Mission Coin Boxes” by now.  More are still 
available in the Fellowship Hall.  These are due back by Palm Sunday and money collected will be sent to 
OCMC (Orthodox Christian Mission Center) for their missionary work throughout the world.  Check the 
display in the Fellowshp Hall to see how many coin boxes have been returned. 
 

GOYA GUEST SPEAKER - We will welcome another guest speaker to our Goya meeting on Monday, 
April 11th.  Monica Escatel is a Licensed Professional Counselor and a Certified Alcohol Drug Counselor 
She works as an Intake Counselor at the Gateway Foundation.  She will give our high schoolers the counselor’s 
perspective of the dangers of drug and alcohol abuse.  Please be here for this important meeting. 
 

GOYA SERVICE TRIP TO PHILOXENIA HOUSE - Our Goyans will be traveling to Rochester, MN from June 29, 2011 
to July 3, 2011 for a service project at the Philoxenia House near the Mayo Clinic.  The Philoxenia 
House offers free accommodations to those in need as they visit the Mayo Clinic for treatment of 
their illnesses.  It is a part of the Holy Anargyroi Parish in Rochester, MN and a ministry of the 
Metropolis of Chicago.  Goyans will be receiving information in the mail, but we welcome any other 
high school student to join us for this trip to offer their time and work to this worthwhile cause. 
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Dear Youth and Parents: 

 

Thank you to our Joy/Jr. Goya parents who 

have hosted or will host our Monday night 

dinners.  We appreciate it! 

 

Thanks to our Joy children who participated 

in the 1st Joy Retreat and the Jr. Goyans in 

the 1st Jr. Goya Lock-In last fall.  The pio-

neers for future youth! 

 

Thanks to our Goyans for their donations and 

for preparing the “Welcome baskets” for the 

Lake County Haven and for the fun and 

meaningful events, activities and discussion 

we’ve recently had. 

 

About 7 meetings left for the year...we have 

missed seeing some of you and hope you 

can wrap up a great year with us! 
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS 

• GENERAL MEETING on Wednesday, March 23rd at 6:00 p.m.  We will begin with the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy, 
followed by a Lenten Supper (hosted by Philoptochos) and short presentation by Alex Magdalinos about Hellenic 
College and Holy Cross Seminary (HC/HC) in Brookline, MA.  This will lead us into our Lenten project… 

• LENTEN PROJECT - We will be collecting items that will be sent to the Metropolis of Chicago students who are at 
HC/HC.  Please consider bringing an item or two of the following: 

 We will assemble the boxes after Divine Liturgy on the Saturday of Lazarus, April 16th - 9:00 a.m. 
• SPRING BAKE SALE AND AGORA - Place your orders after Church from Sunday, March 20th to April 10th.  

You can also download an order from our Church’s website.  Pick-up will be on Palm Sunday, April 17th. 

SERVICES TO ATTEND DURING GREAT LENT… 
Many times when we think of Great Lent, the idea of fasting is the first thing that comes to mind.  However, there are many 
aspects to the period of Great Lent.  Some Orthodox theologians refer to “three pillars” of Great Lent as being FASTING, 
PRAYER, AND ALMSGIVING.  We are called to fast, but at the same time to increase our prayer life and help those in need.  
One’s prayer life can pertain both to personal prayer done at home and “corporate” prayer done within the worship services 
of our Church.  This Lenten period, take an opportunity to attend one of these Lenten Services if you have never done so 
before.  Schedule is below for the remainder of the Lenten Services.  Services, below, in italics take place at sister parishes. 
 

Pre-Sanctified Divine Liturgy: The liturgy is "Pre-Sanctified", because the consecration of the Holy Gifts takes place on the 
preceding Sunday. This Liturgy offers more opportunities for the faithful to receive Holy Communion during Holy Lent. 
The question frequently comes up regarding fasting before the evening Pre-Sanctified Liturgy. The faithful should make 
every effort to eat a light, Lenten lunch as close to 12 Noon on the day of Liturgy and then keep at least a 6-hour fast before 
Liturgy.  The Pre-Sanctified Liturgy is preceded by Service of the 9th Hour - which, through the hymns and prayers, 
remember Christ’s death on the cross. (Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m., except as noted) 
 

Salutations Services: The Salutations service is known as one of the hymnological masterpieces of the Church.  We hear 
hymns expounding the belief in the Incarnation of the Lord and the salvation of believers in Him. The hymns are not only 
offered to the Virgin Mary, but also St. John the Baptist, Gabriel the Archangel, the shepherds and the magi worshipping 
Christ. (Fridays at 6:30 p.m.) 
 

Solemn Vespers:  This is for the most part a regular Great Vespers service, but it also includes many Lenten hymns and a 
few additions characteristic to Lent.  There is also a “solemn” part of the service where the lights are dimmed and the altar 
coverings and vestments of the priest are changed from bright colors (used on Sunday, commemorating the Resurrection) to 
the darker colors going along with the repentant theme of Great Lent.  (Sundays at 7:00 p.m., except as noted) 

Sunday, March 20th 
Solemn Vespers at Holy Apostles, Westchester - 6:30 p.m. 

- Homilist: Very Rev. Fr. Meletios Webber 
 

Wednesday, March 23rd  
9th Hour - 5:30 p.m., Pre-Sanctified Divine Liturgy - 6:00 p.m. 
 - Lenten Supper hosted by Philoptochos  
 - Discussion by Alex: “Hellenic College/Holy Cross” 
 

Thursday, March 24th 
Great Vespers for the Annunciation to the Theotokos - Services at 
7:00 p.m. at the Annunciation Churches (Chicago or Milwaukee) 
 

Friday, March 25th - Annunciation to the Theotokos 
Orthros at 8:00 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 9:00 a.m. 
Heretismi/3rd Salutations to the Theotokos - 6:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday, March 27th 
Solemn Vespers at St. Demetrios, Libertyville - 7:00 p.m. 

- Homilist: Rev. Fr. James S. Gordon 
 

Wednesday, March 30th 
9th Hour - 5:30 p.m., Pre-Sanctified Divine Liturgy - 6:00 p.m. 
 - Lenten Supper hosted by GOYA  
 - Discussion by Fr. Jim: “Fasting” 

Friday, April 1st 
Heretismi/4th Salutations to the Theotokos - 6:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday, April 3rd 
Solemn Vespers at St. John the Baptist, Des Plaines - 7:00 p.m. 

- Homilist: Rev. Fr. Nicholas Georgiou 
 

Wednesday, April 6th 
9th Hour - 5:30 p.m., Pre-Sanctified Divine Liturgy - 6:00 p.m. 
 - Lenten Supper hosted Sunday Church Shool 
 - Discussion by Fr. Jim: “Prayer” 
 

Friday, April 8th 
Heretismi/Akathist Hymn - 6:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday, April 10th 
Solemn Vespers at St. Sophia, Elgin - 7:00 p.m. 

- Homilist: Rev. Fr. Sotirios Malamis 
 

Wednesday, April 13th 
9th Hour - 8:30 a.m., Pre-Sanctified Divine Liturgy - 9:00 a.m. 
 - Lenten Luncheon hosted Senior Synaxis 
 - Making of the Palm Crosses for Palm Sunday  
(All parishioners are invited to join us for Pre-Sanctified Liturgy, 
the Lenten Luncheon and to help make the Palm Crosses.) 

Cereal bars 
Candy 
Trail Mix 
On the go drink mixes 

Microwave Mac & Cheese 
Herbal Tea 
Granola Bars 
Fruit Snacks 

Hot Cocoa 
$5 Starbuck Gift Cards 
100 calorie packs 
Tuna packs w/crackers 

Pop-Tarts 
Microwave popcorn 
$5 McDonald’s gift card 
$5 Dunkin Donuts gift card 

Individually packaged cookies 
Cracker package w/ cheese or peanut butter 
(All items should be individually packaged 
and brought to Church by April 6th.) 
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2011 STEWARDS OF THE ASCENSION OF OUR LO2011 STEWARDS OF THE ASCENSION OF OUR LO2011 STEWARDS OF THE ASCENSION OF OUR LO2011 STEWARDS OF THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD RD RD RD     
We thank you for your commitment of time, talents and treasures. 

Mr. Michael Adams 
Mr. & Mrs. Tyrone Adams 
Ms. Tasia Alexakos 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Anagnos 
Mrs. Tina Anagnos 
Mr. & Mrs. James Anast 
Mrs. Eleni Anteliz 
Mr. & Mrs. Basil Athenson 
Mr.& Mrs. Nicholas Barkulis 
Mrs. Vivian Batsakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Bekiaris 
Mr. & Mrs. Dino Beris 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Berns 
Mr. & Mrs. Marshall Black 
Mr. & Mrs. Constantine Bolos 
Mr. Andrew Bratsakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Casey Brej 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Buhler 
Mr. Louis Caras 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred A. Chapekis 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Chatzidakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Jamie Childs 
Dr. Thomas Chilis 
Mr. Constantine Christ 
Mrs. Dolores Christ 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Christ 
Mr. George Christie 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Columbus 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Connolly 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Curran 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Cyrus 
Mr. Jonathan Demas 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis F. Demas 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Dolin 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Douvlis 
Mrs. Eugenia Doxas 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Drinis 
Mr. Lew & Ms Connie Dumas 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Duros 
Ms Monica Escatel 
Mr. & Mrs. John Esser 

Mr. & Mrs. James Facklis 
Mr. & Mrs. George Filley 
Mr. & Mrs. Dean G. Galanopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Gust Gatsis 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Goldenstein 
Father & Presbytera James Gordon 
Captain Joanne Gordon 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Gordon 
Dr. & Dr. Thomas Gough 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Grant 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gremley 
Mrs. Mary Irene Greub 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Halloran 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Harty 
Mr. & Mrs. James Harvey 
Dr. & Dr. George Hefner 
Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Herbst 
Mr. & Mrs. George Houpis 
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Hugdahl 
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Ioannidis 
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Ittounas 
Mr. & Mrs. Alex James 
Ms Connie James 
Mrs. Kay James 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kaitson 
Mrs. Mary Kakavas 
Ms Olga Kalis 
Mr. & Mrs. John Karagiannis 
Mr. & Mrs. George Kartsimas 
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas C. Kartsunes 
Mr. & Mrs. Kostas Kerhulas 
Mrs. Anita B. Kezdi 
Mr. & Mrs. Spiro Kircos 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas S. Kiriakos 
Mrs. Ann Klein 
Mr. & Mrs. Mathias IV Klein 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Koclanes 
Mr. & Mrs. John Kokinis 
Mr. & Mrs. John Kostopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Kozonis 
Mr. & Mrs. Jean Kozub 
Mr. Dean Kurtis 

Dr. & Mrs. Demetrios Kyriacou 
Dr. & Mrs. Chris Kyros 
Mr. & Mrs. Zeno Ladas 
Mr. & Mrs. William LaFleur 
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Lampros 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Lobosco 
Mr. Alex Magdalinos 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Mantas 
Mr. & Mrs. Harilaos Mantzoros 
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Marino 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter G. Maris 
Mr. & Mrs. James Maroudas 
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Marx 
Ms Sophia McCarthy 
Mr. & Mrs. Sean McFarland 
Mr. & Mrs Harry Metropoulos 
Miss Patricia Metropoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Metropoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Metropulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Michaels 
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Mitsopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Moore 
Mr. & Mrs. George N. Mouzakiotis 
Mr. & Mrs. George Mussie 
Dr. & Mrs. Dean Nichols 
Mr. & Mrs. John Nikitas 
Mrs. Pauline Norris 
Mr. & Mrs. John Pantazis 
Ms Kate Papas-Attia 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Papastefan 
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Papastratakos 
Dr. & Mrs. Pat Pappas 
Mr. & Mrs. Andreas Parashos 
Mr. Michael Pavlatos 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Perakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Petros 
Ms Catherine A. Phillips 
Mrs. Georgene Phillips 
Mr. & Mrs. Milton Pissios 
Mr. & Mrs. Nondas Plesiotis 
Mrs. Eva Polydoris 
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas K. Poulakidas 

Mr. & Mrs. George Poulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Poulos 
Mrs. Elaine Rasiarmos 
Mr. & Mrs. Anastasios Rogaris 
Mr. & Mrs. David Rutkowski 
Mr. & Mrs. James Saric 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schuppe 
Mrs. Bertha Sepsis 
Ms. Katherine Siavelis 
Mrs. Marina Sigalos 
Mr. & Mrs. William Smirles 
Ms Patty Soteros 
Ms. Carol Stamas 
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Stevens 
Ms. Kim Stuart 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sutherland 
Mr. & Mrs. John Svigos 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Sylvester 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Taranko 
Mrs. Anna Tasiopoulos 
Ms Denise Terpinas 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Timmons 
Mr. & Mrs. Mrs. Corey Tobin 
Dr. & Mrs. Dean Tsarwhas 
Mr. & Mrs. George Tsonis 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Vabakos 
Mr. Tom Vabakos 
Mr. & Mrs. James Vaselopulos 
Mr. & Mrs. John Vavilis 
Mr.& Mrs. Peter Venetos 
Mrs. Helen Verges 
Mr. & Mrs. Terrence Voelker 
Mr. & Mrs. Sava Vojcanin 
Mrs. Lola Vranas 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Welle 
Mr. & Mrs. Isidoros Xilas 
Mr. & Mrs. James Yannakopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Perry Zafiriades 
Mrs. Antigone Zaverdas 
 
(CURRENT AS OF MARCH 15, 2011) 

ΕΛΛΗΝΙΚΟ ΣΧΟΛΕΙΟ ΑΝΑΛΗΨΗΣ - ΠΡΟΣΚΛΗΣΗ 
Σας ̟ροσκαλούµε στη Σχολική µας Γιορτή για την 25η Μαρτίου, ̟ου θα γίνει 
την Τρίτη 22 Μαρτίου στις 5:00 µ.µ. στην Εκκλησία µας.  Η ̟αρουσία σας θα 
µας δώσει ιδιαίτερη χαρά. 
~ Η ∆ιευθύντρια και οι ∆ασκάλες του Ελληνικού Σχολείου 

 

 

ASCENSION GREEK SCHOOL - INVITATION 
We would like to invite you to our March 25th Program that will take place on 
Tuesday, May 22nd, at 5:00 p.m. here at Church.  It will be our pleasure to see 
you there.     
~ The Greek School Principal and Staff 
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(Continued from page 1) 
 

on him,  and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 
And bring the fatted calf so that we may eat and rejoice; 
for my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found.” 
 

Through study of Scripture, I have learned that in Jewish 
tradition and custom it was extremely unusual to see or 
hear of an old man running, but in this instance we see that 
the old man did not stand by passively when he saw his 
young son coming back home.  Out of the ecstatic love and 
joy this father had at the sight of his son, he ran toward 
him!   This sincere act of self-humility, by the father of this 
young man, for this young man who was “lost in his own 
world of self absorption” shows the way our Heavenly 
Father, through Christ’s sacrifice, actively seeks those who 
stray.    
 

We read where the father, in his expression of love and joy 
for the return of his lost son, ordered his servants to bring 
a robe, which signified the righteousness granted to us at 
baptism.  The ring given to his son was symbolic of his 
reinstatement into the family, as an heir to his inheritance.  
The sandals placed on the son’s feet refer to this young 
man who now returns to the family in good graces, 
walking again in the teachings of the Gospel.  This 
complete reconciliation of the son to his father and family 
came with the killing of the fatted calf, showing that man’s 
reconciliation to God is not complete without true 
repentance – the repentance, forgiveness and remission of 
sins that Christ taught us upon the Cross.  
 

For most, the story would end here, but as we remember, 
there was another son in this parable the Lord told.   This 
older son was extremely loyal to his father; he worked very 
hard and never gave his father a problem.  He did what he 
was told and had never asked for a personal favor.  When 
he heard all the commotion surrounding his brother’s 
return, the older son became indignant and was very upset 
with his father.  The father tried to explain to his elder son 
by saying: “Son, you are always with me, and all that I 
have is yours.  It was right that we should make merry and 
be glad, for your brother was dead and alive again, he was 
lost and is now found.” 
 

What the older son could neither understand, nor could 
comprehend was the unending and infinite love his father 
had for not just the younger son, but for both of his sons.   
Just as the equitable love we as parents or grandparents or 

godparents have for our children, grandchildren or 
godchildren, that father had an unending and equitable 
love for both of his sons that neither of them expected or 
could possibly comprehend.  This is the same love that our 
Heavenly Father has for each and every one of us.    For 
God plays no favorites! 
 

For some, it takes a traumatic turn of events in learning a 
lesson about the enormity and infinite nature of parental 
love.  Sometimes, children just do not understand that 
parents don’t have favorites in their family – even though 
the perception of some children says otherwise.  Parents, 
grandparents and Godparents all love their related 
children equally.  I remember a number of years ago when 
I was quite young, I asked my Godmother, who I recall 
had quite a few Godchildren to her credit, if I was her 
favorite?  She told me that “all of her Godchildren were 
her favorites” – well that seemed to satisfy me just fine!   
 

Among the teachable lessons to be learned from this 
parable, one of the most important lessons this story 
teaches us is about equitable love – equal love for our 
children and their children.   Children sometimes get it 
into their heads that parents love one child more than 
another.  Children will get the perception if a parent 
spends a little more time with another on occasion or 
shows some type of favoritism (like what was perceived by 
the elder son in this morning’s parable) that a particular 
child it a “favorite”!  Perhaps it is the child who is more 
athletic, or one who is an excellent student, or one who 
behaves themselves and doesn’t get into trouble.   The 
temptation of a parent to play favorites is natural!  Parents 
always want to be proud of their children and their 
accomplishments!  The true loving parent, however, 
follows the example of love that Christ taught us – 
unconditional and equitable love for all of their children.   
 

This love is unending, is infinite and is incomprehensible!   
It is inconceivable that anyone could possibly express this 
type of love for anyone, let alone multiple souls.  Yet, God 
provides us that capacity of love – that we don’t 
understand or even question – it just exists!  The love that 
God allows us to share with our children and their 
children simply reflects that infinite love He has for each of 
us.  God doesn’t play favorites with His children! 
 

May our Lord God continue to show you His infinite love, 
so you in turn can share that infinite love as well!      

BOOKSTORE CORNER - Stop by our Bookstore to browse through our selection of books and icons.   
 

Books/Service Books for Great Lent and Holy Week:             COMING SOON!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                      
 

For Heretismi 
on Friday nights 

For Holy Week Great Gifts for an Easter baskets! Prayers on CD,  
Great for commuters! 

CD’s  

Celebration of Orthodox Books at Holy Apostles Church, Westchester - March 20th to 27th - Schedule is posted. 
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ANALYPSIS NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
Deadline for May/June Newsletter: April 20th 

Please submit all information to Alex in the Church Office  
or via e-mail at alekom@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Sunday Orthros: 8:15 a.m. 
Sunday Church School: 9:15 a.m. 

Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m. 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

Ascension of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church 
1207 Riverwoods Road 
Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

 

Sunday, March 20th - Sunday, March 27th 
Celebration of Orthodox Books @  

Holy Apostles Church, Westchester 
(www.holyapostleschurch.com) 

 

Saturday, March 26th 
Metropolis of Chicago Family Synaxis  

(www.gocfamilysynaxis.org) 
 

Sunday, April 24th 
GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA 

 

Saturday, April 30th 
St. John Chrysostom Oratorical & Arts Festival 

@ St. Nectarios Church, Palatine 
 

Ascension of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church 
 

1207 Riverwoods Road 
Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

Phone: (847) 482-1200   Fax: (847) 482-9566 
Website: www.ascensiongoc.com 

 

Fr. James S. Gordon, Protopresbyter 
 

Church Office Hours:  
Monday – Friday: 9:00 a.m. -  3:00 p.m. 

 

PARISH INFORMATION 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER... 

 

Fridays, March 11th, 18th, 25th &  
April 1st and 8th (Akathist) - 6:30 p.m. 

 

+ HERETISMI - SALUTATIONS TO THE THEOTOKOS + 

Wednesdays: March 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th & April 6th, 13th 
All begin at 6:00 p.m. (9th Hour at 5:30 p.m.) except on  
April 13th at 9:00 a.m. (followed by Palm Cross Making) 

+ PRE-SANCTIFIED DIVINE LITURGY + 

Friday, March 25th 
8:00 a.m. Orthros and 9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 

Great Vespers on Thursday, March 24th @ Annunciation Churches  
(Chicago or Milwaukee) - 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

PLEASE SEE PAGE 5 FOR SOLEMN VESPERS  
SERVICES DURING GREAT LENT. 

+ ANNUNCIATION OF THE THEOTKOS + 


