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From Father 
Jim’s Study... 

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2007 VOLUME 3 - ISSUE 6 

ANALYPSIS NEWSLETTER 

 

LIVING THE “GOOD 
SAMARITAN” LIFE 

 

Having heard and read the Parable of 
the Good Samaritan so many times in 
our life, wouldn’t you think by now 
that everyone would get the point of 
the Parable?  The message seems to be 
pretty simple - don’t be ignorant, if 
you see someone in trouble - stop and 
help him!  It seems incomprehensible 
to me, as we read this story about an 
individual who was beaten up and left 
on the side of the road, that both a 
priest of the Temple and a compatriot 
would “ignore one of their own” and 
walk right by a man who was part of 
their community.  It seems even more 
strange to me that a foreigner, a person from Samaria, 
who was not even allowed to speak to a Jew, let alone 
stop on the road, helped out this poor man. You 
remember that this man who was lying on the road was 
beaten, stripped, robbed and left for dead.  The 
Samaritan man certainly had no obligation to stop and 
help this poor soul and actually took a risk by helping 
him out.  Somewhat incomprehensible isn’t it – two 
people of the same faith and ethnic background as the 
man who was beaten up, just walked by him and left him 
to die.  A perfect stranger, risking his own life to a 
degree, was the one who stopped and lent a helping 
hand.  This act is an act of one sharing his Stewardship of 
Time and Caring.  We also witness an act of a man taking 
a risk – a very bold risk! 
 

Most certainly we applaud the Samaritan and look to 
him as a primary example of helping others – a steward 
of others outside of his own community, faith and ethnic 
background.  In recent years, we within the Greek 
Orthodox Christian community have done a much better 
job in reaching out to others, through financial giving, 
through the offering of time and talents in going out to 
working on mission teams, local habitats for humanity, 

collecting articles of clothing for shelters, offering aid to 
battered women and other such entities that are worthy 
of our support.  Our overall understanding of what it 
means to be a good Christian steward is growing. 
  

The one thing that saddens me from time to time is what 
we witness within our Greek Orthodox community in 
regard to some people choosing to ignore the call (and 
even the plea) to assist our Archdiocesan ministries, local 
Metropolis ministries and even our own parish ministries 
– those who really don’t understand the meaning of 
Christian stewardship. 
 

We all see the need to respond to the call to be good 
stewards.  Whenever we read in the Orthodox Observer 
or any one of the several Greek newspaper publications 
around the country about the needs of others, outside 
and within the Greek Orthodox community, it is our 
moral obligation as a Christian to respond in kind to 
help.  People more often than not, do not share their 
wealth outside or even within our Greek Orthodox 
Church community proportionate to their income; nor in 
any way reflect the love for the Lord people should have 
 

(See Fr. Jim on p. 7) 

    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The “Fall Into Christmas” Bazaar hosted by our Senior Synaxis was a huge success. Everyone 
worked hard to make this second annual bazaar an excellent event.  We look forward to an 
expanded and even more successful Bazaar next year and we pray our Senior Synaxis continue 
to grow and become an even greater ministry within our Church.  More pictures on page 6.   
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40-DAY BLESSINGS 
10/21/07  Son of Julie & Lee Ioannidis     

BAPTISMS 
09/16/07   Anastasia Mary, Daughter of David & Esther 
 Tegel 
 Sponsor: Mary Luccas 
09/29/07  Penelope Elise, Daughter of Marina & Michael    
 Morelli    
 Sponsor: Kim Adams 
10/07/07   Alexa Mae, Daughter of John & Jody Karagianis 
 Sponsors: Iliana & Leo Anthimiades 
 

WEDDINGS 
09/02/07   Effie Metropulos & Peter Stevens 
 Sponsor: George Papachristou 
09/15/07   Carolyn Busse & George Nikolakakis 
 Sponsor: George Anastasiadis 
 

MEMORIALS 
09/02/07  Argyro Skordilis (9 months).  Beloved mother of  
     of Steve (Eva) Skordilis & Paul (Kristin) Skordilis 
09/30/07   Jim James (10 yrs).  Beloved husband of Kay James 
09/30/07   Euthymia Patouhas (30 years).  Beloved mother of  
     Demetrios (Maureen) Patouhas 
10/28/07   Maria Ress (6 months).  Beloved mother of Anne  
         (Mathias) Klein 

Rev. Fr.  James S. Gordon, Protopresbyter 
Parish Ministry Team 

 

Acolytes: Fr. James Gordon, Alex Magdalinos 
Adult Greek Language Program: Maria Theodoropulu 
Bookstore: Senior Synaxis Members 
Chanters: George Houpis, Paul Lillios, Alex Magdalinos,  
 Nick  Papastratakos, Isidoros (Andrew) Xilas 
Junior Choir Director: Kay James 
Senior Choir Director: George George 
Custodian: Marian Janowski 
Greek School Director: Sophia Metropulos 
GOYA: Christina Marino, Carol Stamas 
JOY & Jr. GOYA: Presbytera Nasia Gordon,  Maria Vlahos 
Kollyva: Georgia Katz 
LOGOS: Fr. James Gordon, Alex Magdalinos 
Office Secretary: Kay James  
Office Volunteer: Maita Houpis 
Parish Council President: Bill Athenson 
Pastoral Assistant: Alex Magdalinos 
Philoptochos President: Patricia Metropoulos 
Senior Synaxis: Christ and Dee Christ 
Sunday Church School Director: Vicki Douvlis 
Toddlers & Parents: Caity Anast 
 

OUR STEWARDSHIP MINISTRIES PARISH REGISTRY 

 

PARISH COUNCIL 
Synopsis of Meeting held on October 30, 2007 
By Nick Marino 
Present: Fr. James Gordon, Basil Anagnos, Bill Athenson, 
Ernie Bakakos, Robert Buhler, Karen Dolin, Nick Gatsis, 
George Kartsimas, Paul Lillios,  Bob Mantzoros, Nick 

Marino, Alex Marx, George Mouzakiotis, Carol Stamas and Peter Venetos. 
Absent: Harold Anagnos, Frank Columbus, Michael Kaitson, Tom Kiriakos, 
Tom Papastefan and Tom Vabakos  

Meeting called to order at 7:40 p.m. 
Motion was made and seconded to approve minutes of last 
meeting.  Motion passed unanimously. 

FR. JIM’S REPORT 
+ Father Jim thanked everyone for their prayers and  s u p p o r t 
 during his recuperation.  Also expressed his appreciation to 
 Fr. Treantafeles for all his help.  Fr. Jim also stated that in 
 times of stress, sickness & discomfort, the  importance of 
 seeking Christ to help get through the crisis and that 
 He is truly the only one to support us in time of need.  
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
+ President Athenson reported on Capital Campaign 
 information.  Stating approximately 30 Stewards have come 
 forward with cash/pledges totaling approximately $3 
 million.  Capital Campaign solicitors are being trained and 
 will be contacting individuals soon.  He also reported that 
 Parish Council elections have been scheduled for 1/20/08. 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
+ Treasurer Nick Gatsis began with a review and report of the 
 YTD financial information submitted with the agenda and 
 the new 2008 Budget.  He stressed the large difference in the 
 Archdiocesan assessment which increased from $24,000 to 
 $56,000.  Further indicated the increase for accounting from 
 $6,000 to $10,200.  Much debate and many questions ensued 
 regarding the accounting.  It was suggested and agreed to 
 seek additional bids for accounting services.  A motion was 
 made, seconded and passed with a majority in favor to 

 approve the 2008 Budget.  Treasurer Gatsis reported on the 
 internal audit for fiscal year ending 12/31/06 with much 
 discussion regarding the problems and solutions and a 
 suggestion to have a meeting with members of the audit 
 committee.  Lastly, Treasurer Gatsis spoke about the 
 proposed 12/9/07 General Assembly Meeting, stating that he 
 will send out the financials 2 weeks prior to the meeting.  The 
 mailing to all Stewards will include the agenda, which 
 outlines the financials/balance sheet/budget, the Parish 
 Council election committee names, Parish Council 
 election/nomination information and update information 
 regarding the Architectural & Capital Campaign Committees.  
DINNER DANCE 
+ To be held on Feb. 10th, 2008.  Committee reported there will 
 be no auction/raffle but an ad book is planned to be the main 
 source of revenue.  Ad book applications were passed out.  A 
 motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously for 
 the Parish Council to purchase a full page ad.  
ARCHITECTURAL & BUILDING FUND  
+ President Athenson outlined the procedures the Capital 
 Campaign will be following in the near future.  He also  
 reported on elevation changes and LEED activities with the 
 hope of receiving grant money.  Also suggested that the 
 committee review the future use of or demolition of our 
 recently purchased real estate that will be vacated soon.  
GREEK SCHOOL 
+ Father Jim reported another teacher has been added to the 
 staff, which now totals five - with a total of 54 students.  
NEW BUSINESS 
+ Fr. Jim reminded everyone to attend the Christmas Bazaar on 
 11/2 and 11/3.  A suggestion was made to obtain as many e-
 mail addresses from our membership so e-mail 
 communication can be sent to the largest amount of members 
 in the future.           Meeting Adjourned at 9:50 p.m. 



November/December 2007 ANALYPSIS NEWSLETTER Page 3 

 

PARISH NEWS 

• On October 2nd, our Father Jim had knee replacement surgery.  With God’s help, surgery went very well and now 
he is enduring the tedious therapy that has to follow.  Although it has been 5-1/2 weeks since his surgery, he is 
back at work, although not yet 100%.  Please keep him in your prayers for a complete recovery.   

• During Father Jim’s absence, we have our untiring Father “T” with us, not only in the worship of the Sunday 
Divine Liturgy every Sunday, but also for week-day services, baptisms, etc.  We thank you, Father Demetri for 
being a part of our Ascension Family! 

• Our Sunday Church School and the youth of our Joy/Jr. Goya and Goya will be presenting “The Nativity Story” 
Christmas Pageant on Sunday, December 16th.  Rehearsals will take place on Monday, November 12th from 7:00-
7:45 p.m.; Monday, November 19th from 5:45-7:00 p.m. (Rehearsal and pizza party); Monday, December 3rd from 
7:00-7:45 p.m.  Dress Rehearsal will be on Saturday,  December 15th from 9:30-11:00 a.m.  The Pageant will be 
immediately following the Divine Liturgy on the 16th.  All parents, aunts, uncles, yiayias and papous are urged to 
come and enjoy our youth production of the “The Nativity Story”.  The November 12th and December 3rd rehearsals 
will be for the Joy/Jr. Goya and Goya cast members since it is being held within the time of the regularly scheduled youth 
group meetings.   

• On Sunday, December 9th, we will have our General Assembly, following the Divine Liturgy.  We urge all of you 
to attend.  You will receive a separate mailing to your homes regarding the General Assembly, with all pertinent 
information.   

• Elections for the upcoming Parish Council members will be on Sunday, January 20th, 2008.  More information will 
be mailed to your homes.  

• THE ANNUAL DCFS TOY DRIVE sponsored by the Orthodox Christian Clergy Association (OCCA) is being 
held once again.  Fifty children will receive gifts from our generous Ascension parishioners.  Please see Maria 
Vlahos (847) 279-7887 or Annette Sutherland (847) 913-9197 or the Church Office (847) 482-1200 to obtain the name 
of a child or children and their desired gift list. 

• SAVE THE DATE  of February 10th, 2008.  That is the date for our 10th Anniversary Gala Celebration.   The 
Ascension of Our Lord Family will be celebrating 10 years of ministry to our Greek Orthodox Faithful of Southern 
Lake County and surrounding suburbs.  We will be honoring our high school Goyans past and present at this 
celebration.   Mark the date and stay tuned for further details regarding this historical event in our parish.  

• Our Senior Synaxis members wish to thank all those of you who came and supported our “Fall-Into-Christmas” 
Bazaar which took place last weekend.  Our Bazaar is a once-a-year event and those of us who are truly “young-
at-heart” worked very hard for a whole year in order to make it the tremendous success it was. 

• The Metropolis Open House will be on Sunday, December 9th.  We will all have an opportunity to wish our 
Metropolitan a “Merry Christmas“ and also meet other fellow Orthodox from our sister parishes.   

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL NEWSSUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL NEWSSUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL NEWSSUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS    
From Sunday Church School Director - Vicki Douvlis 

    
    

Thank you to all who attended our Open House!  It was wonderful to see the smiles on the children's faces 
as they worked side by side with moms, dads, yiayias and papous! 
 
Thanksgiving and Christmas are quickly approaching and there are some 
wonderful events that the children will be able to be a part of.  The first is 
the Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive.   Grocery bags with instructions 
were sent home with the children.  The Food Drive is a good way for 
children to be introduced to community service and for them to 
experience the joy of giving and helping those is need. 
 
On December 16th, the Joy/Jr. Goyans, Goyans, the Sunday Church 
School students and our wonderful Sr. Choir will be presenting this year's 
Christmas Pageant, "The Nativity Story."  (See above section for rehearsal 
dates and times.)  We hope to share the blessings of the season with all… 

 
"Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people.  For 
there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord."  (Luke 2:10-11)  
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS 

YOUTH NEWS 
• THANKSGIVING FOOD BASKETS - This year we will be preparing 14 baskets for Greek Orthodox 

individuals/families in the Chicago area.  If you have not yet returned your bag of food, please do so 
by Monday, November 12th on which day the Goyans will pack them into baskets. 

 

• POINSETTIA SALE - Our Joy/Jr. Goyans will be taking orders on Sunday, November 18th & 25th and December 2nd.  
Place your order with them for a beautiful 6.5” poinsettia plant with a gold foil pot cover.  They may then be 
conveniently picked up at Church on Sunday, December 9th - just in time for the Christmas holiday.   

 

• FA LA LA LA LA LA LA LA LA!!!  On Monday, December 10th Joy, Jr. Goya and Goya will meet at the Greek 
American Rehabilitation Center in Wheeling at 5:45 p.m. for our annual Christmas visit and caroling.  We will visit the 
residents and then have dinner in the downstairs meeting room.  Pick-up is at 7:20 p.m.  We will begin practicing our 
carols during the next few youth group meetings, so get your voices ready! 

 

IT’S BACK..FAMILY ICE-SKATING AT CENTENNIAL ICE ARENA - All families of our Church are invited 
to join us on Thursday, December 27th for ice-skating.  Pizza will be served at 5:30 p.m. followed by ice-skating 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  The entire rink will be available just for the Ascension, so plan on 
coming!  The rink is located at 3100 Trail Way in Highland Park. 

 

THE EXTRA SCOOP JUST FOR GOYA…THE EXTRA SCOOP JUST FOR GOYA…THE EXTRA SCOOP JUST FOR GOYA…THE EXTRA SCOOP JUST FOR GOYA…    
    

• On Monday, November 26th, Goya will have a busy and fun evening.  We will meet at Church at 5:45 p.m. 
and then go shopping for the child we are sponsoring from DCFS.  We will return to Church to have dinner, 
wrap the gifts and put up the parish Christmas tree.  More details will be available as the date approaches. 

• ANNUAL THANKSGIVING BASKET FOOD DRIVE - In conjunction with our Youth Programs, Sunday 
Church School and Greek School, the Philoptochos is collecting various food items to package into food baskets 
and be given to Greek Orthodox families in the Chicago area.   All our youth should have received a bag with the 
items needed.  Please return these bags no later than Monday, November 12th.  Families who wish to participate 
and do not have children in SCS, Greek School or Youth Groups can contribute monetary donations that will be 
used for perishable foods (turkey, fruits and vegetable).  Please give your monetary donations to Maria Vlahos 
(847-279-7887), Annette Sutherland (847-913-9197) or the Church Office.  Checks should be payable to Ascension 
of Our Lord.  In the memo indicate “Thanksgiving Food Drive.”  We thank you for your support of this 
worthwhile cause. 

• ANNUAL FALL BAKE SALE - Do you need some help preparing for Thanksgiving or  
getting a head start on planning your Christmas menu?  Philoptochos can help out!  Orders will be taken on 
Sunday, November 11th for a variety of Greek baked goods.  Philoptochos members will pack items on Saturday, 
November 17th so they will be ready for pick-up on Sunday, November 18th.   

• ST. NICHOLAS CELEBRATION - This annual event for our children will be held on Sunday, December 2nd 
after Divine Liturgy.  If you are able to assist with this day, please contact Antigone Zaverdas or Vicki Douvlis. 

• MEMBERSHIP CHRISTMAS GATHERING - This year Vicki and Peter Douvlis are opening up their home to 
graciously host us for this annual event that will be held on Thursday, December 6th.   

• METROPOLIS OF CHICAGO OPEN HOUSE - The Open House at the Metropolis Home, 40 E. Burton in 
Chicago, is sponsored by the Metropolis Philoptochos and will take place on Sunday, December 9th.  If you are 
able to offer a home baked item for the open house please contact Carol Stamas. 

• THANK YOU to everyone who participated in Black House/White Market shopping excursion.  We raised over 
$200.00 which was donated to the “Living Beyond Breast Cancer” organization (www.lbbc.org). 

ST. NICHOLAS CELEBRATION 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2007 
 

Following Divine Liturgy 
 

Stick around for a special visitor! 

GREEK SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
Cristougenniavtiko Provgramma tou Ellhnikouv ScoleivouCristougenniavtiko Provgramma tou Ellhnikouv ScoleivouCristougenniavtiko Provgramma tou Ellhnikouv ScoleivouCristougenniavtiko Provgramma tou Ellhnikouv Scoleivou    

    

Tuesday, December 18, 2007    
Trivth, 18 Dekembrivou, 2007Trivth, 18 Dekembrivou, 2007Trivth, 18 Dekembrivou, 2007Trivth, 18 Dekembrivou, 2007    

    
Please join us for this special day.  Na ta pouvmeNa ta pouvmeNa ta pouvmeNa ta pouvme; 

Parent/Teacher Conferences will also be held on this day. 
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ST. BARBARA THE GREAT MARTYR  
Commemorated on December 4th 

 
She was the daughter of a certain idolater named Dioscorus. When Barbara came of 
age, she was enlightened in her pure heart and secretly believed in the Holy Trinity. 
About this time Dioscorus began building a bath-house; before it was finished he 
was required to go away to attend to certain matters, and in his absence Barbara 
directed the workmen to build a third window in addition to the two her Father had 
commanded. She also inscribed the sign of the Cross with her finger upon the 
marble of the bath-house, leaving the saving sign cut as deeply into the marble as if 
it had been done with an iron tool. (When the Synaxarion of Saint Barbara was 
written, the marble of the bath-house and the cross inscribed by Saint Barbara were 
still preserved, and many healings were worked there.) When Dioscorus returned, 
he asked why the third window had been added; Barbara began to declare to him 
the mystery of the Trinity. Because she refused to renounce her faith, Dioscorus 
tortured Barbara inhumanely, and after subjecting her to many sufferings he 
beheaded her with his own hands, in the year 290.  

 
 

ST. ELEFTHERIOS  
Commemorated on December 15th 

 
This Saint had Rome as his homeland. Having lost his father when just a child, he 
was taken by his mother Anthia to Anicetus, the Bishop of Rome (some call him 
Anencletus, or Anacletus), by whom he was instructed in the sacred letters (that is, 
the divine Scriptures). Though still very young in years, he was made Bishop of 
Illyricum by reason of his surpassing virtue.  By his teachings, he converted many 
unbelievers to Christ. However, during a most harsh persecution that was raised 
against the Christians under Hadrian (reigned 117-138), the Saint was arrested by the 
tyrants. Enduring many torments for Christ, he was finally put to death by two 
soldiers about the year 126. As for his Christ-loving mother Anthia, while embracing 
his lifeless body and kissing him with maternal affection, she was also beheaded. 
 
 

ST. DIONYSIOS OF ZAKYNTHOS 
Commemorated on December 17th 

 

The holy hierarch, Saint Dionysius, who was born and reared on Zakynthos, was the 
son of pious and wealthy parents, Mocius and Paulina by name. In his youth, he 
entered the ancient monastery of the Strophada Islands, which lie south of 
Zakynthos, and there he donned the monastic habit. Later, he was appointed 
Archbishop of Aegina, and adorned its throne for a considerable time. Thereafter he 
returned to his homeland.   One incident in his life especially reveals the virtue he 
attained. A man came to him in desperation, witnessing that he had committed a 
murder, and was being pursued by the slain man's family. He asked Saint Dionysius 
to give him refuge. The Saint agreed to this, upon learning that it was his own 
brother whom the man had slain, he said nothing, but concealing the agony of his 
grief, hid him. When the Saint's kinsmen arrived at the monastery, he told them that 
the Murderer had gone by such and such a way. When they had departed, he 
admonished the man concerning the gravity of his sin, instructed him in repentance, 
and sent him off in peace having forgiven him his brother's murder. According to 
local tradition, this man later returned and became a monk at this same monastery. Saint Dionysius reposed in peace 
in 1621, leaving behind his sacred and incorrupt relics as a treasure for his fellow citizens. 

(Icons and adapted text from the Archdiocese Website.) 



November/December 2007 ANALYPSIS NEWSLETTER Page 6 

 

PARISH GOLF OUTING - October 1, 2007 
Thanks to everyone who attended and supported our Golf Outing.  Pictured are some of the 
foursomes who enjoyed their round of golf.  

Above: SS Peter & Paul GOYA graciously hosted our Goyans for an 
evening of fellowship and discussion. 
 

At right: Our Pre-K through 1st Grade Greek School students proudly 
displaying their nametags.   
 

Below: Pictures from the “Fall into Christmas” Bazaar that took place 
the first weekend in November.  Crafts, various vendors, excellent 
food and sweets and most importantly a great group of individuals 
made this Bazaar an event to remember. 
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(Fr. Jim from p. 1) 
 

for Him.  I ponder as to why the National Church, our 
very own Hellenic College and Holy Cross School of 
Theology or other Archdiocesan ministries do not receive 
consideration of people’s benevolence.  Our national 
church across the country and in every Metropolis should 
have the very best of viable Orthodox Christian ministries 
(from the cradle to the grave), educational institutions, 
hospitals and nursing care facilities – we should be a 
viable religious entity in our society, but we are not.  
 

On the local level, when the Church calls one to offer aid, 
assistance, cooperation or even requesting their time by 
soliciting their involvement – whether it be simply seeking 
one’s attendance at a parish General Assembly meeting or 
volunteering one’s time to help out with a special event or 
ministry within the Church.  The call is not answered even 
if we see a handful of people who simply choose to ignore 
the call, I wonder why?   Is one’s time so precious that one 
can’t offer to stop and help out the Church when it calls?  
Has the Church overall in this country lost its credibility?  
Are people overly suspicious of the Church?  Is there a 
trust factor missing that needs to be rekindled?  Perhaps 
some have not lost their Faith in God, but they have lost 
their faith in those who run the Church.   
 

Thank God the problems of this lack of trust are not 
overly prevalent in this parish.  There are some people 
who may be considered as somewhat cautious and 
steadfast in their philosophies, but overall thank God, 
people are willing to offer themselves to “better this 
parish”, to make it stronger and certainly more viable.  I 
would like to believe that the credibility and trust factor 
within this parish are on pretty solid ground.   
 

The example of the two people who did not help their 
fellow countryman and member of their faith in this well 
known Parable is what I want to point out.  Do you 
believe that anyone in this day and age would “ignore a 
person”, or for that matter “a cause” regarding the 
betterment of need within his or her own faith, if indeed 
confronted with the genuine opportunity to help?  I 
would hope that people would respond to the 
stewardship call to give of their time, their talents, but 
most assuredly their sense of caring and commitment to 
the tasks at hand.  Whether you are called to help in 
praying to save someone’s life, to stop by the side of the 
road to help save someone’s life, or to assist in bettering 

the life of those who will be a part of this parish family for 
generations to come – you have the opportunity to be a 
true Good Samaritan.  
 

The one thing that always impresses me whenever I read 
this parable is the fact that the Samaritan in the story took 
a risk.  I like that – because that tells me that this man had 
the courage to forget about the negative things that could 
have happened to him, and simply stopped to help a man 
in trouble.  This Good Samaritan ignored the risk factors 
of chastisement, ridicule or fear for his own life and just 
helped out a fellow human being.  Risk taking is an 
important part of life – it is even a more important part of 
Christian Stewardship.  There are times when we become 
intimidated, afraid or just plain scared when it comes to 
meeting budgets and bottom line figures.  One will look at 
a particular figure in a budget for stewardship and say – 
“how can we reach this, we’re going to be short – look at 
our past history”?  This is intimidating stuff!  Yet, in order 
for a parish to meet the challenge, a parish needs to face 
the challenge head on – have faith in themselves – move 
aggressively forward and take a risk!  The one thing we 
need to truly remember though is this - a risk is never 
really a risk if one has unshakable Faith in the Lord.  
 

So this is what we have to ponder and I implore you to 
pray about these things.  Will you respond to the call to 
serve the Lord, the Church, this parish when called?  Will 
your sense of Christian stewardship and service to your 
fellow man, your fellow parishioner, and your fellow 
parish family member be a favorable response in which 
God will be proud?   Will you be willing to take a risk, a 
risk backed up by our love and Faith in Christ?  I ask you 
to pray for the answers to these questions.    
 

I have now placed you on the road of yet another spiritual 
journey. You will be coming upon someone or a situation 
in the next few days, weeks or months that is going to 
require your help, your assistance, and your total 
stewardship commitment.  Are you going to be ready to 
make a commitment, make a decision to help?  You are 
going to have to make a decision, will you help or will 
you ignore the situation?  Right now you may not know 
how you are going to respond, how you are going to react.  
But I know this – if you seek God’s help, God’s guidance 
in your decisions, the answers will be clear.  Are you up 
for the challenge?  Let’s pray so.  

CHRIST IS BORN!  GLORIFY HIM!CHRIST IS BORN!  GLORIFY HIM!CHRIST IS BORN!  GLORIFY HIM!CHRIST IS BORN!  GLORIFY HIM!    
 

Services for Christmas 
 

Monday, December 24, 2007 
Candlelight Great Vespers at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, December 25, 2007 
Orthros at 9:00 a.m. and Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 
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Friday, November 30th 

St. Andrew 
Orthros at 8:00 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy at 9:00 a.m. 
 

(Vespers on Thursday, November 29th  
at St. Andrew Church, Chicago, IL.) 

 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES - SEE PAGE 7 

 

(Please see upcoming December Monthly Calendar  
for other Church Services and times.) 

 

ANALYPSIS NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

Deadline for January/February 2008 Newsletter:  
 

December 15th 
 

Please submit all information to Kay James in the Church 
Office or e-mail them to kay.james@sbcglobal.net. 

 

 

Sunday Orthros: 8:15 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m. 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

Ascension of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church 
1207 Riverwoods Road 
Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

 

 

Thursday, November 15th 
Beginning of Christmas Fast 

 
Thursday, November 15th - Saturday, November 17th 

Metropolis of Chicago Clergy-Laity Conference 
 

Sunday, December 2nd 
St. Nicholas Celebration 

 

Sunday, December 9th 
Parish General Assembly Meeting/Elections 

Metropolis Open House 
 

Sunday, December 16th 
Christmas Pageant 

 

Ascension of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church 
 

1207 Riverwoods Road 
Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

Phone: (847) 482-1200   Fax: (847) 482-9566 
Website: www.ascensiongoc.com 

 

Fr. James Gordon, Protopresbyter 
 

Church Office Hours:  
Monday – Friday: 9:00 a.m. -  3:00 p.m. 

PARISH INFORMATION 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER... 

+ WEEKDAY SERVICES + 


