
H O P E   Holy Orthodox Primary Education is a min-
istry for little ones ages 40 days - 3 years old.  We invite moms or yiayias 
to join us each Wednesday morning for fellowship, faith and fun! This min-
istry exposes our children at a very young age to the Saints, Feastdays, 
hymns and our rich Orthodox faith. Itôs also a great way for moms and 
yiayias to create friendships with others.   

FAITH/JOY  This ministry is for children in Grades K-5.  Meetings take place 

once a month on a Friday evening and provide the opportunity for children to have 
fun while learning about our faith.  Each meeting consists of game and fellowship 
time; a lesson and craft; and time to share a snack together.  Friendships formed 
in youth groups have a tendency to last a lifetime.  Don't miss this opportunity to 
meet new families and participate in the life of the Church!  Our theme this year is 
The Feasts of the Panagia.     

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL   Ascension of Our Lordôs  
Sunday Church School program offers religious education to: Pre-K 
through 8th grade students.  The age-appropriate curriculum follows a 
scope and sequence that builds each year on the fundamentals of Ortho-
doxy, and is taught by a dedicated and passionate staff .  Dynamic and in-
teractive teaching tools are used to engage and inspire our youth so that 
their love and knowledge of Christ and the Church grows each year. 
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WHO:  Children Pre-Kð8th Grade   STARTS:  Sunday, September 11, 2016   

FEES:   $45/child-Stewards/|$100/child Non-Stewards  

CONTACT:   Christine Perakis,  cperakis@comcast.net 

www.ascensiongoc.com/parish-ministries/ 

WHO:  Toddlers 40 days-3 years old   STARTS:  Wednesday, September 21, 2016 

FEES:   $10  

CONTACT:   Presvytera Stefanie:  presstefanie@yahoo.com 

WHO:   Children Grades K-5    STARTS:  Bowling! Friday, September 16, 2016 

FEES:    No fee 

CONTACT:   Desiree Petros, | Presvytera Stefanie:  faithjoyascension@gmail.com 

JOY/Jr. GOYA  Our JOY Youth Ministry Program is for 4th to 6th grad-

ers; and our Jr. GOYA program is for 7th & 8th Graders.  Both groups meet 
together weekly on Monday evenings from 5:45 p.m. to 7:25 p.m.  These pro-
grams encourage youngsters to develop their ongoing relationship with Jesus 
Christ and His Holy Church through a unique and positive Youth Ministry ex-
perience.  Learning opportunities are provided through experienced Youth 
Ministry Workers, offering religious education, crafts, personal interaction, 
discussions, and service projects. Our theme during the 2016-17 Ecclesiastical year is Making it Real:   
Living our Orthodox Faith Daily. 

WHO:   Children Grades 4-8    STARTS:  Monday, September 12, 2016 

FEES:    $40 

CONTACT:   Stephanie Voelker:  steph_voelker@hotmail.com 



G O Y A  is the Ascension of Our Lordôs high school Youth Group.  The 
primary focus of this group is to educate our young about our Greek Ortho-
dox Christian Faith and learn to incorporate those teachings into their daily 
lives.  Through discussions, Diakonia (Service) Projects, and spending time 
together, Goyans learn "how" to live our Greek Orthodox Faith.  GOYA 
meets weekly on Monday evening from 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. September to 
May.   If you are in High School, please come and join us! 

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP (OCF) is a 

campus outreach ministry that enables Ascension to stay in touch with its 
college and university students.  Information is sent via email about college 
scholarships, retreats, camp-counselor opportunities, college conferences, 
and much more. If you would like your student to be included on this list, 
send his/her email address to Caity Anast - anast1028@gmail.com so they 
can continue to feel a part of the Ascension community. 

ACOLYTES  Serving in the altar is a great and Holy privilege.  Acolytes are an 
integral part of the venerable Liturgical traditions of the Church.  With the Priestôs 
blessing, with dignity and reverence, boys grade 4 and up may begin serving in the 
Holy Altar.   If your son is interested, please speak to Fr. Sotiri.   

GREEK SCHOOL  Ascensionôs Greek School offers two 
programs between September and May:  Tuesday evening year-
long classes for children ages 4-15; and Thursday evening classes 
for Adults/Adolescents (offered in 2 semesters).  In the youth pro-
gram, children are taught the Greek language and Greek Orthodox 
traditions by a highly educated and enthusiastic staff.  The focus for 
the adult/adolescent program is on conversational modern Greek.   

WHO:  High School Students     STARTS:  Monday, September 12, 2016   

FEES:   No fee 

CONTACT:  Carol Stamas:  cestamas@comcast.net 

WHO:  College and University Students   STARTS:  Ongoing 

CONTACT:  Caity Anast:  anast1028@gmail.com 

WHO:  Boys, Grades 4 and up    STARTS:  Ongoing 

FEES:   No fee 

CONTACT:  Father Sotiri, frsotirios@ascensiongoc.com 

WHO:   Children 4-15  and  Adolescents/Adults                     STARTS:     
FEES:  Youth:  Stewards $500. Non-Stewards: $600                    Youth:  Open  House 9/6; Starts 9/13 

Adol/Adults:  $250/semester; stewards; $300 non-stewards         Adol/Adults:  Open House 9/8; Starts 9/15 

CONTACT:  Maria Theodoropulu, mariatheod@hotmail.com 

MARRIAGE & FAMILY  This program, recently launched in 2016, fosters the 
well-being of the marital bond by gathering couples together every other month on a Friday 
evening to discuss practical topics that nourish the healthy development and maintenance of 
Christ-centered marriages and family life. Visiting presenters will enrich this new program! 

WHO:  Married and Engaged Couples   STARTS:  Friday, October 28, 2016 

CONTACT:  Frank Kazas, fgkazas@gmail.com 



L.O.G.O.S. (Living Our Greek Orthodox Studies) is an inspiring and educa-
tional series offered weekly at Ascension with the purpose of exploring the scripture 
and traditions of the Orthodox faith.  Through active discussion, Bible readings, per-
sonal experiences and Liturgical programs, Father Sotiri teaches about the mystery 
and depth of the Orthodox Faith.  Sessions take place on Wednesday evenings and 
are preceded by a Paraklesis to the Theotokos service beginning at 6:30 pm. 

KOINONIA - MEN'S MINISTRY   The "Koinonia" 

Men's Ministry group brings Greek Orthodox Christian stewards of the 
Ascension of Our Lord (25 years of age and older) closer together 
through Orthodox Christian fellowship, and educational, social and phil-
anthropic ministries.  Gatherings and events take place throughout the 
year. 

SENIOR SYNAXIS is a ministry "for the young at 

heart" that includes social, cultural and religious activities bring-
ing our "Senior" Stewards of the Ascension of Our Lord Church 
together in Orthodox Christian Fellowship.  The group meets 
monthly for various activities and outings.  Our door is always 
open, and we look forward to welcoming new members.  

PHILOPTOCHOS The main aim and purpose of  

Philoptochos is philanthropy, the loving care of human sufferings. Our 
goal is to help the poor, the destitute, the hungry, the elderly, the sick, 
the unemployed, the orphaned, the imprisoned, the widowed, the dis-
abled and victims of disasters whether in our country or wherever the 
need arises.  Our sacred mission is to help at all levels of our church 
in cooperation with our parish priest for the welfare of our church com-
munities and the Orthodox Church. Our mission is achieved through our charitable and philanthropic efforts 
as well as through the sponsorship of educational programs that will continue to enlighten us and our fellow 
parishioners.  Come join the giving arm of the Orthodox Church! Philoptochos is Compassion. Philoptochos 
is Strength! Philoptochos is one Orthodox Christian asking another Orthodox Christian to care. 

WHO:  Entire Parish      STARTS:  Wednesday, October 5, 2016 

FEES:   No fee 

CONTACT:  David Rutkowski, david.rutkowski@horacemann.com 

WHO:  Men, 25 years and older       STARTS:  First Koinonia-Sponsored event of 

FEES:   $25          the year is the Family Picnic:  Sunday, 9/11/16  

CONTACT:  Doug Hugdahl, dhugdahl@lightsourceunlimited.com 

WHO:  The Young at Heart     STARTS:  Ongoing 

FEES:   $30                
ONTACT:  Elaine Beck:  847.367.5227 

WHO:  Women, 18 and older*       STARTS:  Thursday, September  22, 2016 

  *Men can join as associate members 

FEES:   $35, Suggested Charitable Donation 

CONTACT:  Anna Duros, anna.duros@gmail.com 


