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REFLECTION FROM FATHER SOTIRI
Christ Sees Us and Responds To Our Needs” – Sunday of Zacchaeus When we hear the Gospel reading of
Zacchaeus on a Sunday morning in the midst of winter, we know that Great Lent is close on the horizon. The
Sunday of Zacchaeus signals to us that the Triodion, which precedes Great Lent, is approaching, and we begin
to turn our minds and hearts toward what’s to come. In the Gospel according to Luke 19:1-5, we read:“At that
time, Jesus was passing through Jericho. And there was a man named Zacchaios; he was a chief collector,
and rich. And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not, on account of the crowd, because he was small
of stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was to pass that way.
And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaios, make haste and come down; for
I must stay at your house today."
“
What a comfort to know that it is not only we who see Christ, but even more so, He sees us, and responds to our needs. Although at first
glance, we judge Zacchaeus for who is from our physical eyes: the chief of tax collectors who at the time of Christ were notorious for stealing
money from people by overcharging them in their taxes. What we do not see at first glance, is what can be visible from the spiritual eyes, a
man who climbs a tree in order to be saved from his wretched ways, find repentance and begin a new life of change. Jesus responds to
Zacchaeus' desire to see Him by visiting his home and giving him salvation.
Sadly, the rest of the crowd that gathered there that day to meet Jesus, came with the intention to see what was happening; more out of
curiosity. Their desires were skewed; because after Christ points to Zacchaeus and tells him, “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for
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today I must stay at your house,” (Luke 19:5), the crowd complained and criticized Jesus saying, “He has gone to be a guest with a man who
is a sinner” (Luke 19:7).
Is not this the case with us as well? How often our initial desire to see Christ is there, it's pure and holy, but then it turns into pettiness and
complaining. Or it may be a strong desire that gets buried beneath countless other desires? We also may have some desires that are sinful;
these banish the presence of God from our lives. Here we find the need to establish a priority in our desires. This is what Jesus was
suggesting to Martha when He said, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things; one thing is needful.”
Zacchaeus' desire to Christ, to see salvation, made him do something “silly” in the eyes of that large crowd. Because he was too short, he
climbed the sycamore tree to see Jesus. His eagerness to see Jesus did not hinder him from even becoming a laughingstock to the crowd.
He was willing to accept whatever shame might come his way; so he took courage and climbed this tree. Christ not only drew near him and
visited his home, above all he declared that “Salvation is come to this house.” (Think for a moment: Zacchaeus left home that morning
wallowing in the depths of sin, and he went to bed that evening saved from his wretched ways).
Like Zacchaeus, we today will never see Jesus if we remain on the level we are. There are too many people and things standing in our way.
We must climb higher. In order for us to climb higher and secure a view of Christ, we participate in a blessed struggle. Most people in our
world are following the current of our times, as the people before the Flood did. This is how Jesus vividly described them: “Just as in the
days of the Flood, people ate and drank, men and women married up to the very day Noah went into the Ark; yet they did not know what
was happening until the flood came and swept them all away” (Matthew 24:38-39). The righteous conscience hidden within Zacchaeus, woke
up and with a frank and true voice confessed to Jesus, “Lord, indeed if I stole the property of any one I decided to give double, and if I have
cheated anyone I will pay him back four times as much. To the poor people, I promise you, I will give my belongings.” Let us say to Christ,
“From now on I will become a disciple of your love. I am giving all my belongings. I desire one thing in my life and it is You.”
There is an interesting legend which tells us that when Zacchaeus was in his later years, he used to rise early every morning, carry a bucket of
water to this sycamore tree and carefully water its roots. On one occasion his wife followed him and when asked the reason for this strange
concern over an old sycamore tree, Zacchaeus replied, “This is where I found Christ! This is where my life changed! This is where I discovered
the deepest meaning of life, and I am forever grateful!” This legend teaches all of us something: those of us that are on the path to our
salvation, who even use prayer, the Bible, the Liturgy, repentance, and almsgiving, we often get our desires cloudy with a lot of distractions
in life. With this, we lose track of our first love, that is to follow Christ in all we do. For those that have not decided to climb the tree and see
Jesus, Christ is waiting for you, and wants to dine with you and save you.
So great was the change in Zacchaeus, and so radical the transformation of his heart that the Lord Himself exclaimed, “Today salvation has
come to this house.” Salvation comes to anyone who is willing to leave the materialistic world and accept the visitation of Christ.
There is a powerful image found in the Book of Revelation where we see Christ knocking on the door saying, “Behold, I stand at the door and
knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come into him and dine with him and he with Me” (Revelation 3:20). We
distributed an icon card of this at Ascension’s Thyranoixia (Opening of The Doors) on June 5, 2019. We see here that God does not force
anyone to cooperate with Him. He keeps knocking, awaiting a response. Christ is seeking us and we have to respond with a deep desire to
want to be with Him. This world has its own laws and values, but we must live according to God, even if, like Zacchaeus, we will be chastised
and admonished by those around us. Let us keep the message from this sage Gospel passage close at hand as we begin our prayerful
journey toward Great Lent.
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DID YOU KNOW...?
The Tradition of the Church states that since Sunday is the day of the
Resurrection, Memorial Services should take place on Saturday. This
is why Fr. Sotiri does an abbreviated verson after Sunday Liturgies!

...I did not know that!!

PARISH REGISTRY

40-Day Blessings
Son of John and Peggy Bertsos

Baptisms
November 10
James, son of Sarah and Trent Blasco. Sponsor: Elizabeth Kotarinos
November 10
Clara, daughter of Jennifer & William Sutkay. Sponsor: Sarah Blasco
November 30
Sophia, daughter of Jimmy Moshopoulos and Kai-Lin Garner.
Sponsor: Panagiota Wels
December 8
Dominic and Gino Rios, Sons of Juan Rios and Marissa
Stavroplus. Sponsors: Elena Stavroplus & Athena Stavroplus
Chrismation
December 22
Daniel Alvarez, Sr., Sponsor: Daniel Alvarez
Memorial Services
November 24
Kyriaki Leiva (1 yr)
Konstantinos Kapsalis, (11 yrs)
December 1
Antonia Papas (40 days)
Lena Verges (1 year)
Georgia Katz (2 years)
Kostandinos Kazas (28 yrs)
Fotini Kazas (5 yrs)
December 8
Harry Papagianis (3 yrs)
Ioannis Velonis (39 yrs)
Stamatia Velonis (59 yrs)
December 15
James Korompilas (40 Days)
December 22
Evangelos Simos (1 year)
December 29
Connie Dumas (40 days)
Platon Deliyannis (10 years)

Funerals
November 14
Servant of God, James Korompilas
December 3
Servant of God, Connie Dumas
December 14
Servant of God, John Nikitas
December 20
Servant of God, Nicholas Demet
December 23
Servant of God, Bill Anest
December 27
Servant of God, Dean Arvanitis

PARISH MINISTRY TEAM
Rev. Fr. Sotirios P. Malamis, Proistamenos

Acolyte Ministry: Justin Glavanovits
Byzantine Music: Dr. Sotiri & Mrs. Georgia Vasilopoulos
Chanters: George Apergis, Nick Papastratakos, Isidoros Xilas,
James Anast
Greek School Director: Maria Theodoropulu
GOYA: Fr. Sotirios Malamis, Justin Glavanovits, Carol Stamas
HOPE: Presvytera Stefanie Malamis
FAITH/JOY: Desiree Petros
Jr. GOYA: Fr. Sotirios Malamis, Justin Glavanovits
Koliva: Jeanne Thomas
LOGOS: David Rutkowski
Men's Koinonia: Doug Hugdahl, Demetri Katsulis
Women's Bible Study Ministry: Marcia Moore
Men’s Bible Study: David Rutkowski

Marriage Ministry: Loukas and Lauren Jonson
Newsletter Editor: Justin Glavanovits
Office Admin: Renee Maltezos, Suzanne Saric
Parish Council President: Nick Marino
Parish Council: Harold Anagnos, Basil (Bill) Athenson, Robert Buhler, Doug
Hugdahl, Demetri Katsulis, Frank Kazas, Thomas Kiriakos, Nick Marino, Alex
Marx, David Rutkowski, Diane Sigalos, Steve Sintetas, Carol Stamas, Anastasia
Svigos and Peter Venetos
Pastoral Assistant: Justin Glavanovits
Philoptochos President: Andrea Rogers
St. Anna's Mothers' Ministry: Presvytera Stefanie, Desiree Petros
Senior Synaxis President: Olga Kalis
Sunday Church School: Katherine Schreiber
Webmaster: Suzanne Saric

MESSAGE FROM PARISH COUNCIL
For more information, please contact the Parish Council President, Nick Marino at nick@century21marino.com

On behalf of the Parish Council, best wishes for a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year. It is indeed a very exciting time as we enter our first full calendar
year in our new Church. It is wonderful to see the number of new families grow each week; families with children that are joining our ever expanding ministries
of the Ascension. Another first was the Forty Divine Liturgies celebrated during the Forty Day Nativity Fast in our quaint, charming and lovely chapel that is
dedicated to St. Katherine.
Continued growth is the constant subject of discussion within the Parish Council. Most important is our commitment to enter phase two and construct the
additional and important classrooms in the lower level. Recent documented reports indicate the alarming rate of young adults abandoning their Church and
Faith. We cannot stand by and allow our youth to continue to fall away as they age. It is imperative that we provide direction and the very best educational
programs possible and build these necessary classrooms as soon as possible to maximize the Sunday Church School and Greek School programs. Fundraising
is necessary and I am hoping that our many generous Stewards will come forward once again to help accomplish this most important goal. Let’s “make our
Parish House a Home”.
The Parish Council wishes the thank Kathy Demas and all the volunteers that helped orchestrate the annual Children’s Christmas Pageant on Dec. 15th.
Additional thanks to Olga Kalis for her many years of providing all the beautiful children’s costumes. It was a special and historic day being the first Pageant in
our new Church with the blessing of Metropolitan Nathanael in attendance along with a record setting overflow crowd of proud parents and grandparents.

The Ascension Parish Family congratulates the following elected 2020-2021 Parish Council members!
Left to Right: Steve Sintetas, Frank Kazas, Tom Kiriakos, Harold Anagnos, Bill Athenson, David Rutkowski, Nick Marino, Fr. Sotiri Malamis, Carol Stamas,
Robert Buhler, Alex Marx, Doug Hugdahl, Anastasia Svigos, Demetri Katsulis. (Not Pictured: Diane Sigalos, Peter Venetos).

STEWARDSHIP

For more information, please contact Harold Anagnos at hanagnos90@icloud.com.
Click here to download and print our 2020 stewardship pledge card!

2019 has been an amazing year for our Ascension parish. It’s been a year of many “firsts” in our new house of worship, with the most recent example being the
moving Christmas pageant beautifully performed by our Sunday School children on December 15th. It’s precisely these kinds of programs and ministries that
require the support of all Ascension families in 2020 and beyond to ensure our parish continues to flourish. While our church requires financial support from
each Ascension family, we also need the time and talents of each individual to strengthen our ability to continue spreading Christ’s teachings to the world
around us. To go back to the Christmas pageant, the program would not have been possible without the tireless efforts of our Sunday school teachers and the
volunteers who helped coordinate and direct our children. This is just one example, but there are countless opportunities for each of us to contribute our
unique talents to our parish. In the new year, please consider how you can mobilize your talents to help Ascension!
As we turn the page to 2020, I’d like to thank the 150+ families to date, who have answered the call for 2020 stewardship pledges of time, talent, and
treasures. We are off to a strong start, but we need to continue the momentum as we still have a ways to go to reach our 2020 stewardship goals. If your
family has not submitted a pledge card or filled out the online form, please do so as soon as possible. We had a record number of 35o stewards in 2019 who
contributed their time, talent and treasures at Ascension! We need your financial support as well as your time and talents commitments to ensure 2020 is an
even stronger and more fruitful year than 2019!

MARRIAGE MINISTRY
To join, please see Loukas Jonson, or email him at loukasjonson@gmail.com
In our meeting in 2019, we focused on active and assertive listening with our spouses. Father had everyone fill out (independently) a
communication questionnaire. It was our choice on whether to share our answers. The object of the questionnaire was for you to
recognize the weak and strong points in your relationship with your spouse. Once we filled out the questionnaire we did not disclose
our answers but talked about each question and how we could do better in each scenario if needed. Our Ascension Marriage Ministry is
for all couples. We have spiritual discussions and also social events that help enrich our marriages with our spouses and through
Christ. Please look at our website for future meeting dates.
On January 11, 2020, the Marriage Ministry accepted an invitation from the Sts. Peter and Paul Orthodox Couples Club to join them for
a night of trivia. More than 100 attended and enjoyed great food, socializing and a friendly trivia night competition. We thank Sts. Peter
and Paul for their hospitality!

KOINONIA MEN'S MINISTRY

To join, please see Doug Hugdahl or Demetri Katsulis, or email them at dhugdahl@lightsourceunlimited.com or dtk111@comcast.net

Our Koinonia Men's Ministry Is still keeping busy! In November, seven of us came together to volunteer for a day with Habitat for
Humanity up in Waukegan, where we installed wall and ceiling insulation, helping two families renovate their houses, and more
importantly building a safe home for their families. In December, we made the Christmas season a little merrier for twenty kids from
DCFS by donating toys, books, and clothes. Also in December we held our 4th Annual Wine Sharing party, and a great time was had by
all. Sharing fellowship around the holidays is always a treat! In January, (1/23/20) we held our Healthy & Spiritual kickoff to 2020, with
this year's theme being oral health. Plus, in February, (2/15/20) we have our 2nd Annual Taste Buds Cooking Class event scheduled.
Last year it was a blast, and we look forward to it again! All men are welcome and encouraged to join our Koinonia Men's Ministry.

ST. ANNA'S ORTHODOX MOTHERS' MINISTRY
For more information and to view our schedule, please visit our webpage or email ascensionmomsministry@gmail.com

Our new ministry for mothers has been so fruitful and up-lifting! We start each gathering in the church reading the Akathist for children to the
Panagia. We have read some wonderful teachings about being a mother by St. Paisios and St. John Chrysostom. In our upcoming gatherings, we
will continue to read everyday practical advise from other holy Saints and elders of the church. Please visit our schedule on Ascension's website for
more information!

ENCOUNTER THE WORD
MEN'S BIBLE STUDY
For additional information please contact David Rutkowski at david.rutkowski55@yahoo.com
Encounter the Word Men's Bible Study is starting the new year continuing our study on the Acts of Apostles.
Please take a note of the scheduled days and times!

Tuesday morning @ 6 a.m.
March 3
March 17
April 7

Wednesday morning @ 6 a.m.
February 5
February 19

ASCENDING IN ORTHODOXY
WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY

For additional information please contact Marcia Moore at marcia.moore1780@gmail.com

Our women’s bible study group had a busy Fall 2019 session. We met on Thursday mornings from 10:30 a.m. to noon
twice a month at the church; continuing our study of the Gospel of Matthew. Our discussions, led by Helen
Theodoropoulos, PhD, MA, were insightful and inspirational. On October 30th, we visited the Monastery of St. Sava and
New Gracanica Church. It was profoundly moving to venerate the relics of St. Mardanje and to learn about the
extraordinary iconography on the walls of New Gracanica Church. On November 21, we attended the Divine Liturgy for
the Feast Day of the Entrance of the Theotokos at the Greek American Rehab Center Chapel. Fr. Sotiri beautifully chanted
the service of which the congregation was so grateful! Please refer to the updated schedule on the Ascension website. If
you are not able to attend in person we encourage you to use our new conference call system. If you choose to call-in for
our 2020 schedule, please contact Bess Bologeorges bessbo@ameritech.net prior to the session.

SENIOR SYNAXIS
For more information and to view our schedule, please visit our webpage or call Elaine Beck for more information at 847.367.5227

The Senior Synaxis Ministry continues to stay active throughout the winter months with warm gatherings and celebrations!
The ministry is seeking volunteers within its membership to help host a light lunch when meetings are held at the church.
Thank you to our hosts in November who served several of our members who met on 11/21 to discuss activities planned in
the upcoming year and enjoy each other's company. The Seniors had a wonderful Christmas celebration at Dover Straits,
and on January 16th, the Seniors held a general meeting and cutting of the Vasilopita at 11 a.m. at church. And finally, mark
your calendars for our annual Valentine Day luncheon which will be held on February 20th at noon at Jameson's Charhouse
in Vernon Hills. For questions, contact Elaine Beck at 847.367.5227. Please join us!

PHILOPTOCHOS
For more information, please contact Andrea Rogers at abrogers3@gmail.com

Xronia Polla! As we begin a new decade, Philoptochos wishes everyone a healthy and happy New Year! We had a very busy and fulfilling fall and have
much planned for 2020. We are proud to report we have 108 Philoptochos members to date, exceeding last year’s membership. We continue to
welcome all those interested in joining us as we “Reach for the Stars” to fulfill our mission.
Looking back on the last couple of months, Philoptochos members joined other parish ministries at Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) to prepare
almost 19,000 meals for malnourished children around the world. This continues to be a wonderful and significant way to combine volunteerism
with fellowship! The National Philoptochos Children’s Medical Fund Luncheon sold out with more than 1100 people attending and over $300,000
disbursed to deserving charitable organizations. The event was well attended and strongly supported by our parish, making our own “Nurse Carol”,
who serves on the National Philoptochos Board, very proud.
Also this fall, we officially moved into our new Church Kitchen. Philoptochos members enjoyed fellowship and admired the lovely gifts received
from our parish at our November meeting and Kitchen Shower, “A Shower of Stars!” We thank you again for choosing a star from our wishing tree –
and for the many beautiful gifts and generous donations made on behalf of our parish kitchen!
Our Fellowship Hall was transformed into a winter wonderland as children visited with Santa and Mrs. Claus. Moms, Dads, YiaYias and Papous
enjoyed a delicious Lenten breakfast prepared in our new kitchen by Philoptochos members! Following breakfast, families worked together to
decorate adorable Gingerbread Houses. What a special morning! Thank you again to all who helped and attended this very merry event!
Philoptochos wrapped up the year with our annual Member Christmas Party and Ornament Exchange held in our own Fellowship Hall. Blessed with
a new, beautifully decorated Christmas tree and festive lanterns on each table, the room looked perfect. Our ornament exchange, as always, was
very lively and lots of fun for all! Thank you to those who purchased the beautiful Ascension commemorative ornament to decorate your Christmas
trees this year and in years to come. The ornament is a perfect way to preserve the memory of the opening of our new Church. As our final
Philanthropic project for the season, Philoptochos members enthusiastically supported the Martha and Mary Maternity House with diapers and gift
card donations totaling $1000, which were delivered just in time for Christmas. Recipients were overwhelmed with the kindness and generosity of
Ascension Philoptochos members.
We have much to look forward to in the New Year as we continue to “Reach for the Stars.”
Please mark your calendars for upcoming Philoptochos events:
-ASCENSION OF OUR LORD’S ANNUAL APOKREATIKO GLENDI will be held on Sunday, February 23, 2020, at the Concorde Banquets in Kildeer, at
4:30 p.m. There will be dinner, dancing, games and fun for all! Reservations are being taken now!
-PALM SUNDAY BAKE SALE will be held Saturday and Sunday, April 11th and 12th.
If you are interested in baking this year, please contact Jeannie Thomas at jgt1009@gmail.com

REFLECTION FROM JUSTIN
As the Paschal season approaches, we are met with several celebrations. The
Church’s ecclesiastical calendar is marked with feasts that we commemorate in
conjunction with the Crucifixion, Resurrection and Ascension of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. Just as with every major feast the Church commemorates these
celebrations and feasts with a period of preparation we are to participate in, so that
we can truly comprehend its meaning and behold the glory of the celebration of
Christ's Resurrection.
We are asked to prepare for the significant events in the life of the Church. But why?
The Church knows of the deep psychological insight that it takes to understand and
participate in the services. It is difficult to go from one mental state, one of
"worldliness", to a spiritual one. So, long before the Great Lent begins, the Church
gives us another period of preparation. This period, known as the Triodion, allows us
to gain understanding, and gives us the opportunity to grow in our understanding of
the Church, through desire, humility, repentance and return.
The first announcement
the Gospel lesson about Zaccheaus (Lk. 19: 1-10). This passage highlights the story
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of a man who was hated by society, for he was a tax collector. When Jesus visited the city that Zaccheaus lived and worked in,
everybody flocked to see what was happening. Zaccheaus, a short man, could not see above the crowds, and decided that the
only way he would be able to see Christ was to climb into a tree. He had a strong desire to see Jesus! Jesus recognized this effort,
invited Himself into Zaccheaus' home, and told him, "Salvation has come to this house." How incredible would it be to hear
Christ tell you that?
The second announcement of Lent is made with the story of the Publican and the Pharisee. The Gospel lesson (Lk. 18: 10-14) tells
us about a man that is overly confident, and believes that he complies with all of the rules of his religion. When he prays, he is
insincere and compares himself to others, exclaiming how much better he is, reducing his prayers to external observations and
measures his piety by how much money he gives. The other man, the publican, humbles himself, and God noticed! He prayed,
"God, be merciful to me a sinner!" We are not used to humility and our culture has almost disregarded it completely. We are
constantly instilled with a sense of pride, self-glorification. It is built on the assumption that man can do anything by himself;
without God. Humility is seen as a sign of weakness, a flaw, or a deficiency. However, we know that God is humble. Humility is a
divine quality. So, how does one become humble? It is somewhat simple: contemplate Christ. Christ said, "learn from me for I am
meek and humble in heart." Without Christ, humility is impossible.
The third announcement of Lent recounts the story of the Prodigal Son. This story recounts a man's journey, where he requested
his inheritance from his father. The man moved away, spent all of the money on food, drink and other inappropriate things. He
ran out of money, worked in a barn with animals, and was not able to feed himself. He finally decided to go home and ask for his
father's forgiveness. It is one thing to admit that we did not say our morning prayers or were angry at our spouse. It is a totally
different thing to realize that we defiled our spirit and are so very far from the existence we were created for. This is what the man
realized. Luckily, he was welcomed with open arms, as God the Father welcomes us back when we ask for forgiveness. The
Church reminds us of what we lost, and shows us the path back! It reveals that Lent is a pilgrimage of repentance - of return.
The final two Sunday's commemorate those that have fallen asleep, and all those that have been illumined through fasting. It is
with these two Sunday's that we begin our fast. We fast from meat starting on the Sunday of the Last Judgment (Meat-Fare
Sunday), and begin fasting from dairy on the Sunday of Forgiveness (Cheese-Fare Sunday). The Sunday of Forgiveness is the last
day before Lent begins, and is also known as the "Expulsion of Adam from the Paradise of Bliss." By now, we know that Man was
created for something great, for Paradise, for knowledge and communion with God. Man was deprived of this through sin. Christ,
the Savior, opened the door to Paradise to everyone who follows Him, revealing the beauty of the Kindgom.

JR. GOYA AND GOYA
For additional information please contact Justin Glavanovits at Justinglav@ascensiongoc.com

The Jr GOYAns and GOYAns have been having a wonderful few months since the last Newsletter. We are continuing our discussion on how we are
able to grow closer to Christ through different ways (silence, prayer, confession, service, etc.). In November, we went to Feed My Starving
Children in Libertyville to pack meals for those that are less fortunate. Our hard work paid off, and the meals were sent to Burkina Faso in West
Africa! We are so thankful for the wonderful opportunity to help provide for our neighbor. In December, we took a trip to Target to shop for eight
residents at the Greek American Rehabilitation Center in Wheeling. We then wrapped the gifts and brought them to the GARC, and sang Christmas
carols for the residents! It was amazing to see the joy on the residents faces. Stay tuned for more updates!

ACOLYTES

For additional information please contact Justin Glavanovits at Justinglav@ascensiongoc.com

The Acolyte Ministry continues to grow and we see more and more boys each week! We are finally used to being in our own Sanctuary and we
are learning something new every time that we serve in the Altar with Fr. Sotiri and our leader, Justin.
The Acolytes are extremely grateful for the support that was shown to them during the fundraising for new Altar lanterns - thank you all!!

BOOKSTORE

For additional information please contact Caity Anast at anast1028@gmail.com

So many of you have stopped by the bookstore and purchased some of our wonderful new books, CDs, cards, and icons. Thank you for
your support! We will continue to have a wide selection of items for your needs and can always order something for you if you don't see
it. We've also installed a lock box on the wall next to the bookcase. If you want to purchase something and no one is available to help,
you can put your cash or check in one of the envelopes, mark it with what you bought and the cost, and place it in the lock box. Please
stop by if you haven't had a chance to yet!

YOUNG ADULT NEWS (OCF, YAL, ETC.)
For additional information please contact Caity Anast at anast1028@gmail.com

YAL Chicago is hosting the National YAL Conference February 14-17 in Rosemont, Illinois. The National OCF is offering various trips during
Spring Break to give college students the opportunity to do good works and help others, as Christ teaches us. This year's Real Break program
includes trips to Houston, Thessaloniki, Jerusalem, Romania, Albania, and more. You can find more information on all these programs on our
website, under Ministries>Orthodox Christian Fellowship Campus Ministry.

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL

For additional information please contact Katherine Schreiber at katherineschreiber6@gmail.com
As you may recall, on November 16, the National Philoptochos Children's Medical Fund Luncheon took place in Chicago.
Over 800 people were in attendance. Our Ministry held some fundraisers throughout the year and it was a great
philanthropic experience for all. Teachers and children worked together and through everyone's generosity we were
able to raise a generous amount to donate to the Fund. During the event, pictures of our fundraisers were shown on the
big screens. Our Ascension children were well represented and received much applause. Kids Helping Kids was a huge
success!!! On December 15, our children participated in our Annual Christmas Pageant. But what made it extra special
this year was we held it in our new Church. We were also Blessed to have His Eminence Metropolitan Nathaneal join us
for Divine Liturgy and our children's performance. The children all did a wonderful job!!!! Thank you to everyone for
your help in making it a success!!As we look forward to the New Year, there's still a lot to be done in our Church and
especially for our Ministry. We are focusing our efforts on completing the basement for our Sunday School classes and
are counting on your continued support. The classrooms will have state of the art equipment and our teachers can focus
on teaching in a much easier setting.Our children are the future of our Ascension home. We must not forget how
important they are in keeping our Parish thriving. Please find it in your hearts to contribute to their future and help us
complete the classrooms in a timely manner. May God continue to Bless you for all your support.

HOPE
Contact Presvytera Stefanie for further questions at
presstefanie@yahoo.com
HOPE Group has been enjoying a wonderful few weeks together. In
November we took an outing to the Serbian Monastery in Libertyville to
reverence the holy relics of St. Mardarije. We have been continuing with our
theme and stories from the Old Testament. We also had a wonderful time
celebrating the birth of Christ! Please join us as our ministry continues to
grow! Our 2020 calendar is posted on the website.

FAITH/JOY

For more information please contact
faithjoyascension@gmail.com
Our ministry has been doubly blessed as we have grown in size and are now
meeting in our new Church home! In November we introduced our theme for the
year, Symbols of Faith, learned about the Ten Commandments and made a tablet
craft. We also participated in a food drive for Lake County residents in need. In
December we held our fifth annual Christmas party/mock lock-in with 32 children
attending! It was a fun and festive evening for our youth! Father Sotiri read the
Nativity story in the chapel, and afterwards the children enjoyed a pajama party,
sitting on comfy blankets and munching on snacks while watching a Nativity
movie.

DIVE FOR THE CROSS
Ascension and St. Demetrios Libertyville celebrated their
annual Theophany tradition of the Dive for the Cross on
Sunday, January 12th. Thirty children from both parishes
participated and cheered each other on as they raced to the
cross. After the Dive, the youth enjoyed some free-time in the
pool with their friends! Pictured are the winners from the
different divisions.

GREEK SCHOOL
For more information or to register, please contact Maria Theodoropulu at
mariatheod@hotmail.com
In November, our Youth Greek School students practiced vocabulary and
conversation about fruits, vegetables and food related to Thanksgiving dinner.
On the first Tuesday of December our Parent-Teacher conferences took place
after our classes. Our students’ parents had the opportunity to meet with
their children’s teachers and talk about their progress, and ways they can help
them benefit more from the classes. On the week before the Nativity our
Greek School Christmas Program featured poems, skits, Greek Christmas
carols and songs performed by our students with joy and enthusiasm. The
Program was enjoyed by our Greek School families, friends, teachers and
other parishioners.
We learned about Christmas and New Year’s Greek traditions in our Greek for
Adults class. Our adult students enjoyed learning about Christmas Greek
traditions, singing Greek Christmas carols using musical triangles. Everybody
had a great time!

2020 STEWARDS OF THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD

We thank the following 158 families that have made their Stewardship Pledge of time, talents and treasures for 2020. As of mid-January,
$270,090 has been pledged. If you have not completed your 2020 Stewardship card, please put your faith in action and help support
Ascension in reaching new heights in 2020!
Mr. & Mrs. Evan Adams
Miss Elaine Alexander
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Alvarez
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Sr. Alvarez
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Anagnos
Mr. and Mrs. James Anast
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Anderson
Mrs. Neova Antonak
Mr. and Mrs. Gus Arvanitis
Mr. Aristides Assimacopoulos
Mr. Alex James and Mrs. Jacqueline
Athens
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Banakis
Mrs. Vivian Batsakis
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Bekiaris
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Belmonte
Mr. & Mrs. Dino Beris
Mr. & Mrs. John Best
Mr. and Mrs. Trent Blasco
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Bolos
Mrs. Kathy Booras
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Brahos
Mr. and Mrs. Casey Brej
Mr. and Mrs. James Miller-Bruce
Mr. and Miss Jacob Buddell

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Buhler
Mr. Constantin Caparos
Ms. Helene Caparos
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Carlson
Mr. Fred Chapekis
Mrs. Dolores Christ
Mr. Constantine Christ
Mr. and Mrs. Athanasios
Christopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Connolly
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Cyrus
Mrs. Mira Dejkovic
Mr. & Mrs. Delfield
Mr. & Mrs. Louis F. Demas
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Demos
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Desiniotes
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Duros
Miss Samantha Duros
Miss Jaime Duros
Mr. & Mrs. Ross Economy
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Elisseou
Mr. & Mrs. John Esser
Mr. & Mrs. George B. Filley
Mrs Tina Foutris
Mr. & Mrs. Gust Gatsis
Mrs. Georgia Geannopoulos
Mr. and Mrs. Angelo
Georgacopoulos
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Gianaras
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Gillett
Rev. Fr. & Pres. James S. Gordon

Dr. & Dr. Thomas Gough
Mr. Leland Gough
Mrs. Mary Govostis
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Graca
Mrs. Lela Gramatis
Mrs. Mary Greub
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Hadjis
Mr. Constantine Haritos
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hermes
Mr. and Mrs. Demetrios Hernandez
Mrs. Maita Houpis
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Hugdahl
Mr. and Mrs. Loukas Jonson
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Kain
Mr. & Mrs. Emanuel Kalanarhos
Ms. Olga Kalis
Ms. Valerie Kalis
Mr. Constantine Kanellos
Mr. & Mrs. John Karagiannis
Mr. and Mrs. George Karas
Mr. and Mrs. George Karkazis
Mr. & Mrs. Demetri Katsulis
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Kazas
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth A. Kehl
Mr. Spiro Kircos
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas S. Kiriakos
Mrs. Mary Kokinis
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Kondraros
Mr. and Mrs. Dimitrios Kontogiannis
Ms. Peggy Kontos
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Kopplin
Mr. & Mrs. John Kostopoulos
Ms. Elizabeth Kotarinos
Mr. Tom and Eleni Kouretsos
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios L. Kozonis
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Krabbe
Mr. Dean Kurtis
Mr. and Mrs. George Lacon
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Lambropoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Lampros
Mr. & Mrs. Stelios Logarakis
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Logothetis
Mr. & Mrs. George Logothetis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter G. Logothetis
Mr. & Mrs. James A. Lovell
Rev. Fr. Sotirios & Pres. Stefanie Malamis
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Malia
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Manglaras
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Marinakos
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Marino
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Maroudas
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Marx
Mr. & Mrs. Eli McLean
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Metropulos
Mr. and Mrs. Kostas Metropulos

Mr. and Mrs. James Miller-Bruce
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Minetos
Ms. Sylvia Mitsopoulos
Mr. Luis Montero and Mrs. Maria Theodoropulu
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Moore
Mr. and Mrs. James Nicolaou
Mr. John Pantazis
Dr. & Mrs. Patrick Pappas
Mr. & Mrs. Andreas Parashos
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Patouhas
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Petros
Mrs. Georgene Phillips
Mrs. Georgia Plevritis
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Poulakidas
Mr. & Mrs. George Revelas
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Robaidek
Mr. and Mrs. Loukas Rogaris
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Roop
Mr. & Mrs. David Rutkowski
Mr. & Mrs. James Saric
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sarris
Ms. Katherine Schreiber
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Sintetas
Mrs. Dina Soteros
Ms. Patty Soteros

Mr. Juan Rios and Mrs. Marissa Stavroplus
Ms. Carol Stamas
Mr. & Mrs. Evangelos Stathakopoulos
Mr. Juan Rios and Mrs. Marissa Stavroplus
Mrs. Athena Stavroplus
Mr. Elena Stavroplus
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Stevens
Miss Penny Stevens
Mr. & Mrs. John Svigos
Mr. & Mrs. Milt Taliadouros
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Taranko
Mr. & Mrs. David Tegel
Mr. Luis Montero and Mrs. Maria
Theodoropulu
Dr. & Mrs. Dean Tsarwhas
Mrs. Mary Greub
Mr. Steve Tsiamas
Mr. and Mrs. Demetri Tsilimigras
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Tzimas
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Valessares
Mr. & Mrs. John Vavilis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Venetos
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Vincic
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Xintaris
Mr. Spyros Xintaris

CHRISMASTIME AT
ASCENSION

