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+ Reflection +
from
Fr. Sotiri
SUNDAY OF ZACCHAEUS (Luke 19:1-10)
“Our Lord is knocking on our door; do we
have the desire to open?”
Our Lord enters Jericho and a great multitude
of people go out to meet Him. Among this great crowd
of people is a man by the name of Zacchaeus who was a
chief tax collector. We can say that Christ entered
Jericho with the sole purpose to meet Zacchaeus on this
day. This is revealed to us through Luke’s narration as
he points out that Christ not only entered Jericho, but
He was passing through it going from one road to the
next. Our Lord is trying to find one soul to save him.
This truth is emphasized to us in 1 Timothy: “...He
desires all men to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). And he finds
this soul, and this is Zacchaeus.
Zacchaeus had heard about Christ and a flame
lit inside of him to meet Christ. Although Zacchaeus
was immersed into the depths of sin, although he was
wallowing in the sea of his transgressions, he still had a
burning desire to know the Lord and reach Him. This
is an excellent reminder for us: that no matter how
greatly we have corrupted our hearts through sin; no
matter how dense the darkness of the pit of sin into
which we have sunk, sooner or later the moment comes
when the question of eternity refuses to be ignored any
longer.
Zacchaeus began to see the vanity of this life
and he yearned for things eternal. Zacchaeus wanted to
see Christ but there were two great obstacles: First, he
was very short and because of the crowd he could not
see Jesus; and, second, his conscience was bearing
down on him because of the multitude of his sins. He
yearned to see someone holy, but he was a sinner.
Zacchaeus ignored his reputation and esteem,
he put aside his worldly honors and his position within

This year’s Parish Family Ice Skating event drew a great
crowd! This annual outing is a perfect way to spend some time
with church friends over winter break!

that community and he ran ahead and climbed up into
a sycamore tree. He did not care what the people were
going to say about him. One thing Zacchaeus was
certain about: he wished to see this famous Jesus who
was coming.
How important it is for us to let go of the things
that are obstacles to our encounter with Jesus. We will
essentially go against the grind of this world in order to
ascend spiritually to see him. Our so-called friends
may laugh at us or may scorn us with harsh comments
like, “so when did you start going to church so much?”
Or, “when did you start going to bible study” or, “are
you now so religious that you fast?” Zacchaeus ignored
all of these possible comments that people were going
to make and he ran up this tree.
Christ says to Him, “Zacchaeus, make haste and
come down, for today I must stay at your house” (Luke
19:5). What stands out to us is Christ, without having
met Zacchaeus, already knew his name. Our Lord not
continued on page 6
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OUR STEWARDSHIP MINISTRIES
Rev. Fr. Sotirios P. Malamis, Proistamenos
Parish Ministry Team
Acolyte Ministry: Pete Metropoulos
Chanters: George Apergis, Nick Papastratakos, Isidoros
Xilas, James Anast
Custodian: Paul Garza III
Greek School Director: Maria Theodoropulu
GOYA: Fr. Sotirios Malamis, Carol Stamas, John Anton
HOPE: Presvytera Stefanie Malamis
FAITH/JOY: Desiree Petros, Presvytera Stefanie
Jr. GOYA: Fr. Sotirios Malamis, John Anton
Koliva: Andrea Rogers
LOGOS: David Rutkowski
Bible Study Ministry: Marcia Moore
Men’s Bible Study: David Rutkowski
Men’s Ministry: Doug Hugdahl
Marriage Ministry: Loukas and Lauren Jonson
Office Admin: Renee Maltezos, Suzanne Saric
Parish Council: Nick Marino (President), Doug Hugdahl
(1st Vice-President), Tom Papastefan (2nd Vice President),
Harold Anagnos (Treasurer), David Rutkowski (Asst.
Treasurer, Operating Fund), Mia Connolly (Asst. Treasurer,
Capital Fund), Diane Sigalos (Secretary), Bill Athenson,
Robert Buhler, Demetri Katsulis, Frank Kazas, Tom
Kiriakos, Alex Marx, Carol Stamas, and Peter Venetos.
Philoptochos President: Anna Duros
Senior Synaxis President: Olga Kalis
Sunday Church School: Katherine Schreiber
Webmaster & Newsletter Editor: Suzanne Saric

PARISH REGISTRY
40-DAY BLESSINGS
11/4/18
11/17/18
11/20/18
11/25/18
12/9/18
12/18/18
12/26/18

Daughter of George & JoAnna Logothetis
Daughter of Sasha & Vicky Zecevich
Son of Bill & Maria Bakas
Son of Frank & Maria Weld
Son of Sal & Briana Cardone
Daughter of Nicole & Tom Hermes
Daughter of Stella & Sotiri Papadimitriou

BAPTISMS
11/3/18
11/18/18
12/20/18

Alexander Evangelos, son of Vasiliki and Angelo
Georgacopoulos Sponsors: Jim Alexakos & Alex Afshari
Ioannis, son of Kostantenos & Ekaterine
Douvogiannis | Sponsors: Vito and Elaine Raimondi
Theanna, daughter of AnnaMaria & David Mottram
Sponsor: Marina Dedes Gallagher

WEDDINGS
11/17/18

Iliana Anthimiades and William Gaston
Sponsor: Lena Stipanicev

MEMORIAL SERVICES
11/11/18
11/25/18
12/2/18
12/9/18
12/16/18

12/23/18
12/30/18

Bill Apostolakis (40 Days)
Despina Vlahos (6 mo)
Maria Demas (1 yr)
Demetrios Antonak (1 yr)
Katherine Pappas (10 yrs)
George Pappas (33 yrs)
Anna Metropoulos (29 yrs)
Peter Metropoulos (40 years)
Katherine Brindisi (28 years)
Chris Alexakos (31 yrs)
Lena Verges (40 Days)
Konstantinos Gekas (6 yrs)
Kiriaki Leiva (40 days)
Evangelos Simos (9 days)

UPDATE FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
Nick Marino | 847.508.5800

What an incredible, wonderful, exciting and historic time to be a Steward of the Ascension
of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church Family! We are truly “Blessed” to enjoy the many gifts we have been
bestowed!

Our new beautiful and glorious Church is in its final stages of construction. Truly, a “Dream come True” and
a “Work of Art”, after almost twenty years of incalculable time and efforts spent planning and fundraising.
I am willing to wager that there is not another religious organization anywhere that has encountered as many
problems, setbacks and roadblocks from local residents and impossible government controls, requirements
and approvals, as we have over the last several years. Not to mention encountering an economic recession
that mirrored the severity of the Great Depression of 1929. We prayed, We endured, We overcame and We
Built! Now, we bask in the pride and delight of our Blessings!
Thank you to all those wonderful people that have helped to pave the way; parish council members, committee members, Stewards, contributors, friends of the Ascension, etc. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.
Over the years, planning took on many forms, ideas & designs. We recognized early on that we needed to be
flexible (were our ideas to large, to small, too expensive). Flexibility meant being the absolute best we can be
Continued on page 4
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PARISH NEWS
+ FANARI AND IONIAN VILLAGE: TWO PROGRAMS THAT OFFER YOUTH THE OPPORTUNITY TO
CLOSELY ENCOUNTER OUR ORTHODOX FAITH AND HELLENIC HERITAGE open registration early this
March. Ionian Village offers 2 sessions this summer for students currently in
9th—12th grade: June 22—July 11 and July 21—August 9.
Registration
opens March 1st at noon. Fanari Camp for children entering 6th grade
through 11th grade in the fall of September 2019 opens March 5th at 12 p.m.
and will be offering the following four sessions this summer: Session 1: June
16-22; Session 2: June 23-29; Session 3: July 7-13; Session 4: July 14-20.
+ BIBLE STUDY MINISTRY In the Fall of 2018, we started a new bible study
ministry which meets on Thursday mornings from 10:30 a.m. to noon twice a month
at the Ascension Church house. We are studying the Gospel of Matthew and it has
been very well-attended! No preparation for the class is required and everyone is
welcome. The group discussion is led by Helen Theodoropoulos, PhD, MA (Doctor of
Theology from University of Chicago and Masters from Holy Cross Greek Orthodox
School of Theology). She is an Adjunct Professor at St Sava Serbian Orthodox School
of Theology. We feel so blessed to have her share her knowledge and insights of
Orthodoxy as well as its relation to other world religions. Subsequent sessions will be
held on Thursdays February 7, 21, 28, and March 21. For additional information please contact Marcia Moore at
marcia.moore1780@gmail.com (who is pictured to the right after receiving the lucky coin on behalf of the Bible Study
Ministry during this year’s Parish Vasilopita Cutting!)
+ ENCOUNTER THE WORD, A MEN’S BIBLE STUDY began last fall and with the
guidance of our spiritual leader, Fr. Sotirios, early Wednesday mornings have been
blessing to all who participate. To begin the day with the Holy Word of Our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ ignites the Holy Spirit in all of us. The group meets at 6 a.m. on
Wednesday mornings before work at the church house and discusses in depth the Gospel
reading for the coming Sunday. Dates in February are 2/6 and 2/20.
Please RSVP to david.rutkowski55@yahoo.com
+ ATTENTION 7th -12th GRADERS – ORATORICAL FESTIVAL: Don’t miss the opportunity to
show your God-given talents as a writer, speaker, artist and vocalist (new this year) by
participating in the 2019 St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival. If you are in 7th – 12th grade,
you are encouraged to participate in this program, which gives you the opportunity for reflection
leading into the Lenten season. Please contact John Anton, our Parish coordinator, with questions
at johnlanton@hotmail.com. All of the details, including this year’s interesting topics, can be
found on the Youth Pages of our website.
+ MISSION TEAM CHICAGO BENEFIT DINNER: Save the date for this year’s benefit dinner which takes place on
Thursday, February 28th @ 6:30 p.m. at St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church in Des Plaines. The keynote speaker
will be Jesse Brandow, OCMC Long-Term Missionary to Guatemala and Southern Mexico. All proceeds will go to
support the work of the Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC) in Guatemala, Southern Mexico and throughout
the world. Ascension is hoping to fill a table for the event. Contact the office at 847.482.1200 with your reservation!
+ GREAT LENT begins on Monday, March 11 (Kathara Theftera). It is preceded by the Triodion
Period, which begins Sunday, February 17th. Pascha is Sunday, April 28, 2019.
+ ASCENSION WAS BLESSED to have the Very Rev. Fr. Chrysostom Panos celebrate the Divine
Liturgy with our faithful on November 25, 2018. Fr. Chrysostom is the recently appointed Chancellor
of our Metropolis.
+ THE METROPOLIS OF CHICAGO COMPLETED THE FIRST PHASE OF ITS
STRATEGIC PLANNING process last fall which is being implemented to support
and nurture the growth of its parishes. As a result, it recently distributed a Mission, Vision, Values &
Why Statement. For more information on the Metropolis of Chicago’s strategic planning process, visit
Chicago.goarch.org/strategic-planning
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Continued from Page 2

and build the best we can afford and are allowed to build. The one subject that we were not flexible
on was debt. We understood that debt would be destructive to our mainstay Christian Ministry
programs and goals. Our goal from day one: No mortgage or debt.
With approximately 90 days to completion, we have raised approximately 97% of the necessary construction funds. We must raise an additional $250,000 in the next 60 days to complete
our construction cost and be debt free. A CRITICAL TIME PERIOD! So critical, that the Parish
Council has reached into their hearts and pocketbooks and agreed to contribute $100,000, providing the balance of the Parish Membership will contribute the balance of $150,000. We need your
help, now, to complete this mission. If you have the ability and can afford a contribution, please
do so as soon as possible. If you have pledged already, please complete that pledge soon. As
you can see, these last few months are absolutely critical for us to succeed and reach that goal of
“debt free”. Help us reach 100%, now!
Despite all the many hardships during this long construction process, operating out of a rented house and worshipping in a rented Jr. High school, our Stewardship is growing and our ministries have expanded in size and number. What a wonderful feeling it is to see new faces on Sunday,
especially the families with children (those children are the future).
The Parish Council would like to extend a heartfelt “Thank You” to the Ministry heads for all
of their hard work, love and dedication throughout the year and a special Thank You to the entire
committee that put on the absolutely beautiful Children’s Christmas Pageant.
We are truly “Blessed”, evident by our increased Stewardship and Ministries, so be prepared
for this exciting and historic year as we complete our construction project, open the doors and fulfill
our mission for the future and the Glory of God.

DIVE FOR THE CROSS
Our fourth-annual Dive for the Cross

took
place on Sunday, January 13th at the Highland Park Rec
Center along with our sister parish, St. Demetrios, Libertyville. Father Sotiri gathered everyone together and
explained the purpose of this beautiful Theophany tradition. Four different age groups swam at different
times to retrieve the cross and everyone cheered each
other on! The children also enjoyed fellowship and fun
in the pool. Each diver was
presented with a cross
blessed from the Holy
Land. We look forward to gathering again next year! Be sure to check out
photos from this event on our website photo gallery at ascensiongoc.com.

Right: Fr. Sotiri is
pictured with the
four divers who
retrieved the cross
this year, two who
are Ascension
parishioners (left)!
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS
Anna Duros: anna.duros@gmail.com

(Search “Ascension Philoptochos” on Facebook and “Like Us”)

Kali Xronia! Xronia Polla! Philoptochos had a
lively fall, and we are reaching out to new members to
join us in 2019! We will have a February General meeting
with Women's Health topics as well as our popular Glendi
in March. There are many ways to show your support; become a member, support a cause, and/or volunteer to help
with an event. We welcome all levels of participation.
Please join us to reach 100 Strong in our Membership and
spread some comfort and help where it is needed.
May the New Year bring many blessings to your families.
Yours In Christ,
Anna Duros, Philoptochos President
Special thank you to our generous, beautiful hostesses
(pictured to the left)who welcomed us into their homes;
Maria Lampros for the November General Meeting
and Violetta Buhler for the Christmas Party! Photos
from our fall events include: Hellenic Museum Field
trip (upper left), November Human Trafficking Meeting (upper right), St. Nicholas Visit, and our Membership Christmas party (right/below).

Philoptochos invites you to this year’s Apokreatiko Glendi, which takes place on Sunday, March 3rd, at the Concorde
Banquets, Kildeer. In an effort to go green, Glendi invitation/reservation forms will be available to download and print
on the Philoptochos page of Ascension’s website. Reservations will also be taken after Liturgy on Sundays.
Philoptochos is also seeking donations for this year’s Basket Venture. For more information, please visit the website.
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only knows our name; He knows everything about us. He knows our heart and He is with us always. He not only
knows our names, He also knows where we are and what we are doing.
Christ tells him to make haste and come down which has been interpreted that Zacchaeus should not
delay anymore in getting rid of his pride and come down and begin to practice humility. Zacchaeus understood
that if he truly desired to meet Christ, he would have to add humility to his desire. And if he wanted to respond
to the greatness of the honor of receiving the Lord in his house, he would need to respond quickly. And he did.
When we are humble, God comes to us and visits us.
The second obstacle was the sinfulness of Zacchaeus: Christ by-passed this and although Zacchaeus
reputation in Jericho was one of cheating people of their money, Christ tells him that He wants to come to his
house. Zacchaeus responds to this by saying that he will repay fourfold all of those who he has wronged. Here
lies a hidden mystery within Zacchaeus meeting God: along with his desire to see the Lord, he is also accepting
the shame of bearing his cross. So, the cross as we know has four dimensions: breadth, length, depth, and height.
Zacchaeus having accepted his shame, is ready to give back four-fold every victim of the injustices he had
committed. This has been interpreted that Zacchaeus' heart received the grace that flowed from the Cross and
Resurrection of Christ. Zacchaeus’s heart was so enlarged that he embraced all men, especially those to whom he
had been unjust. Zacchaeus passed from shame to glory. (“Remember Thy First Love” pp. 70-76).
So great was the change in Zacchaeus, and so radical the transformation of his heart that the Lord Himself
exclaimed, “Today salvation has come to this house.” Salvation comes to anyone who is
willing to leave the materialistic world and accept the visitation of Christ. There is a powerful
image found in the Book of Revelation where we see Christ knocking on the door saying,
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will
come in to him and dine with him and he with Me” (Revelation 3:20). We see here that God
does not force anyone to cooperate with Him. He keeps knocking, awaiting a response. Christ
is seeking us and we have to respond with a deep desire to want to be with Him. This world
has its own laws and values, but we must live according to God, even if, like Zacchaeus, we
will become a laughing-stock.
Herod, for example, yearned to see Christ and when he saw Him, he was
“exceedingly glad” (Luke 23:8). However, Herod sees Jesus as a novelty; he just wants to see
Him to see if some miracles were going to be done by Him. When Philip and Nathanael had a desire to see Christ,
they received Him with great joy and were ready to do anything in order to follow Him.
There are three (3) points we can take from this pericope:
1. We should be on the path to meet Christ. Remember Zacchaeus went out into the street to see Christ.
2. Let’s emulate Zacchaeus in the sense that we should rise above the crowd of people. Rise above the way people
think; transcend all of this so we can rise towards God.
3. We should not care what people say about us; we should move passed this and do what we can with our
Orthodox Christian practices to see Christ.
Beloved Friends, many sought to see Christ, but only those who believed in Christ were able to see him.
Zacchaeus’ example to us today is one for us to emulate. May we as well have a yearning and sacred desire to see
Christ and allow Him with the purity of our heart to enter into the door of our soul.

KOINONIA MEN’S MINISTRY
Doug Hugdahl | dhugdahl@lightsourceunlimited.com

Our Koinonia Men’s Ministry worked together to purchase
gifts and make the Christmas season a little brighter for 20 foster children
in the DCFS system. We also teamed with the Jerusalem Pilgrims this year
to hold our 3rd Annual Wine Sharing Event on Dec 29th. Close to 40 gathered at Doug Hugdahl’s workplace as he and Connie graciously hosted us
for a fun night of sharing tasty wine, amazing appetizers, and scrumptious
desserts The fellowship was of course was the best part of the evening, as
the picture to the right displays. Upcoming events include a presentation
on February 5th at 6:30 p.m. at LightSource, Vernon Hills, which will focus on Health and Spiritual Well Being. On February 16th at 4:30 at Tastebuds in Bannockburn, we’re holding a fun night of fellowship as we
come together for a cooking class. Check the weekly bulletin and website for details and RSVP info.
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PARISH COUNCIL LAUNCHES CAMPAIGN TO RAISE REMAINING $250,000
TO BUILD DEBT-FREE

On Sunday, January 27, 2019, following Liturgy, Parish Council President Nick Marino announced that if Ascension's Parish Community can raise $150,000 between now and March 11th -- the beginning of Great Lent -- the Parish Council will "Cap the Capital
Campaign" and donate the remaining $100,000 needed to build debt-free!
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STEWARDSHIP
Frank Kazas | fgkazas@gmail.com

At the start of each year, we have the opportunity to experience two wonderful
feast days that provide us with profound examples of being good stewards of the
church. The first example we see is from St. Basil the Great, whose feast day is celebrated on January 1st. Among many other accomplishments, St. Basil is known for his generosity and his good works in caring for the poor and underprivileged. In his own
words, he states, “I will show my faith by my works, and that must be the touchstone of
my sincerity.” Stewardship is described as faith in action, and St. Basil provides us a
great example of giving of ourselves to help those in need through sharing our treasures
or talents in service of others.
On January 6th each year, we experience another special feast day: the Epiphany
or Theophany where we commemorate the baptism of Christ by John the Baptist in the Jordan River. This
feast day allows us the opportunity to reflect on our own baptism, which marks the beginning of our life as
Orthodox Christians and members of the Church. While many of us were too young to remember our own
baptism, we’ve likely witnessed others throughout our lives and can recall the newly illumined Christian’s
first gift to the church through tonsuring of the hair. This small gift to the church is truly our first stewardship offering as Orthodox Christians! It provides us a wonderful example to follow throughout our lives as
we offer gifts to the Lord (no matter how big or small) to give thanks for all He has provided for us.
If you haven't yet, please complete the 2019 Stewardship card and submit it as soon as possible.
Cards are available by calling the church office at 847.482.1200. With these feast days still fresh in our
minds, let us all consider how we can emulate these examples of stewardship and put our faith in action!

MARRIAGE MINISTRY
Loukas & Lauren Jonson | LoukasJonson@gmail.com

Happy New Year to everyone!

At our November Marriage Ministry Meeting, Fr. Sotiri led a discussion on how to better involve Christ in our marriages. We discussed the following fives topics on how to
lead prosperous marriages through our faith: regular church attendance, prayer, fasting, alms-giving, and
confession. Following these five principals can guide us through our marriage to our spouses and also let
Christ into our hearts on our marriage journey.
At our January ministry meeting, Ascension welcomed back Dr. Ary Christofidis, who gave an excellent presentation entitled, Renew Your Commitment. Dr. Christofidis is a Licensed Clinical Psychologist
and a nationally recognized speaker within the Pan-Orthodox community. We greatly appreciated hearing
his wisdom as we begin the new year! Watch the website and bulletin for announcements of upcoming
gatherings!

SENIOR SYNAXIS
Elaine Beck | 847.367.5227

Senior Synaxis filled the winter months with Parea! In November, the seniors gathered
together for lunch and a movie about Maria Callas’ life. The ministry held its traditional Christmas gathering at Dover Straits in December (left). It was a joyful celebration
and wonderful opportunity to
celebrate birthdays and wish
one another a healthy and happy new year. Fr. Sotiri cut the
Vasilopita at our January meeting which was wonderfully attended! (right) Watch for announcements for our Valentine
Luncheon on February 21st!
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GREEK SCHOOL NEWS
Maria Theodorpulu | mariatheod@hotmail.com

Inspired by the Thanksgiving holiday,

our November Greek
School classes (both for youth and adults) were
dedicated to the thematic units of food and family.
In addition to learning vocabulary related to fruits
and vegetables, both children and adults had fun
roleplaying a Greek Open Market.

Throughout December, in addition to learning
about Greek Christmas and New Year’s Day traditions, our Tuesday’s Greek School students participated once again in the annual Christmas Pageant singing
Greek Christmas carols and celebrating the Nativity with Sunday School students. Leading to Christmas,
our classes demonstrated Christmas spirit by writing Christmas cards in Greek,
singing Greek Christmas carols using triangles, and tasting traditional Greek
Christmas sweets (kourabiedes and melomakarona).
The classes resumed after the holidays with the Greek tradition of the cutting of Vasilopita. Finding the coin brings joy
regardless of age! The Principal and Teaching Staff of Ascension Greek School wish all the Ascension Greek School families and Ascension Parishioners a Blessed and Happy New
Year 2019! Ευλογημένο κι Ευτυχισμένο το Νέο Έτος 2019!
IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES



Thursday, January 31: ADULTS/ADOLESCENTS GREEK SCHOOL PROGRAM 2018-2019 OPEN HOUSE for 2nd Semester at
7:00 pm at the church house.
Sunday March 10: Independence Day Program (following Divine Liturgy).

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
Katherine Schreiber | katherineschreiber6@gmail.com

Dear Ascension Families, Happy, Healthy
and Blessed New Year to all! The Holidays
were enjoyed by all at Ascension Sunday Church School.
We celebrated St Nicholas' Feastday on December 2nd.
The children were surprised by a special visit treats and
a keepsake ornament. Thank you Ascension Philoptochos for hosting this event for our children!
Our annual Christmas Pageant followed a couple weeks later. The story of Our Lord's birth was acted out by our children on a star-studded stage. Young and old, they all did a
wonderful job. Thank you to our Director, Ms. Douvlis, and all the volunteers
who helped to make it a huge success.
We resumed classes in 2019 on the
day of Theophany and the Blessing of Waters. All our wonderful events are possible
with God's help during the construction of
our new Church. We watch it rise from a metal structure to the beautiful
building it is becoming. We can't wait to enter it humbly and with love in
our hearts. As this year begins, let's reflect on all the wonderful things God
has given us and look to the future with enlightenment to continue His word.
With Love In Christ, Katherine Schreiber, Sunday Church School Director
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+HOPE group has been very busy enjoying our fellowship together while we learn about the lives of the Saints. Fr.
Sotiri has been helping us to look at the life lessons these Saints preached about during their time on this earth. Some of
those themes include living our lives within the church, and finding grace within the church. We continue to explore
their profound teachings. In our upcoming gatherings, we will be looking at some major Saints such as the Three
Hierarchs and how they play a role in focusing on the education of our children. Also, upcoming will be our annual
Cheesefare potluck in early March! For more information on this ministry for children up to 3 years old, contact
Presvytera Stefanie Malamis (presstefanie@yahoo.com).
+FAITH/JOY

Our ministry continued the
study of the Parables of Jesus. In November we
learned about the Parable of the Talents, made a
psalm icon craft, and participated in a food drive for
Lake County residents in need. In December we
held our fourth annual Christmas party/mock lockin, and it was a festive and fun evening for our
youth! Father Sotiri read the Nativity story in the chapel, and afterwards the children
enjoyed a pajama party, sitting on comfy blankets and munching on snacks while
watching a Nativity movie. On January 13th Faith/JOY participated in the Dive for the
Cross event. In February we will discuss the Parable of the Good Samaritan. On March 8th we will hold our Cheesefare
Friday Pizza Party. For more information on this active ministry for K-5th graders, please contact Desiree Petros or
Presvytera Stefanie atfaithjoyascension@gmail.com

+Jr. GOYA

closed out 2018 with multiple fun outings. In November, we stopped by Feed My Starving Children in
Libertyville and packaged meals to be sent across the world for those in need (left). Just before Christmas, we also
teamed up with GOYA to bring the Holiday Spirit to the Greek American Rehabilitation
Center in Wheeling, where we gave handmade ornaments to the residents and sang
Christmas Carols--in English and Greek! Finally, we rang in the new year by Ice Skating at
Centennial Ice Arena in Highland Park. At the Church, our discussions about the Ten
Commandments have led us through the Third and Fourth Commandment, teaching us
not to use the Lord’s name in vain and to keep the Sabbath holy. In the coming months,
we’ll be learning more about God’s commandments to Moses and His People, preparing
for the Oratorical Festival, and gearing up for Great Lent!

+GOYA

completed 2018 participating in Feed My
Starving Children (right) and the annual Christmas visit to the Residents of the Greek
American Rehabilitation and Care Center. Prior to the visit,
GOYA, along with Father Sotiri, Presvytera Stefanie and GOYA
Advisors enjoyed fellowship while shopping for Christmas gifts
for a group of the residents. It is always a special time when we
are able to reach out to others and share our blessings. 2019
began with the cutting of the Vasilopita by Father Sotiri and a
thought provoking discussion on "Offering our Story" led by John Anton. On January 25-26, we
held the Ascension GOYA Retreat at the St. Iakovos Retreat Center. The theme for the retreat
was "Offering our Story and Connecting with GOD" and it was a wonderful experience! We will
continue the year with discussions and reflections focusing on "A Life of Offering...Talents,
Struggles, Conflicts, Prayer, Sacrifice, Gospel". We'll also enjoy fellowship and
outings including our monthly Coffee Talks. Please join us at the Church House
Mondays from 7:30 to 9:00 pm. We look forward to seeing you.

+

OCF/YAL:

Thirteen college students and young adults joined Fr. Sotiri,
Carol Stamas, and Caity Anast for our annual brunch on December 30th at
Strawberry Fields Pancakes and Cafe in Lincolnshire. Everyone enjoyed catching
up with each other and feasting on delicious breakfast foods including several
plates of loukoumades. Please check out www.ocf.net for many scholarship and
spring break opportunities.
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2019 STEWARDS OF THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
We thank the following 164 families that have made their Stewardship Pledge of time, talents and treasures for 2019. To date,
$207,585 has been pledged. If you haven’t completed your 2019 Stewardship card, please put your faith in action and help
support Ascension in reaching new heights in 2019!

Mr. & Mrs. Evan Adams
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Anagnos
Mr. and Mrs. James Anast
Mr. and Mrs. John Anastopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Gerard Anaszewicz
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Antonio Anteliz
Ms. Anthimiades
Mrs. Neova Antonak
Mr. George Apergis
Mrs. and Mr. Patti Arvanitis
Mr. & Mrs. Basil Athenson
Mrs. Vivian Batsakis
Mrs. Elaine Beck
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Belmonte
Mr. & Mrs. Dino Beris
Mr. and Mrs. Trent Blasco
Mr. & Mrs. James Bologeorges
Mr. Jason Esveld and Mrs. Andrea
Bologeorges
Mr. & Mrs. Constantine Bolos
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Mr. Constantin Caparos
Mr. Jeffrey L. Carlson
Mr. Fred Chapekis
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Chatzidakis
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Chilis
Mr. Constantine Christ
Mrs. Dolores Christ
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Connolly
Mrs. Lydia Conopeotis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Cyrus
Mr. & Mrs. Delfield
Mrs. Virginia Deliyannis
Mr. & Mrs. Louis F. Demas
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Demos
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Desiniotes
Dr. Aristeidie Diveris and Dr. Amelia M.
Bartholomew Diveris
Mr. and Mrs. Kostantenos Douvogiannis
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Drossos
Constance Dumas
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Duros
Miss Brittany Ebarle
Mr. & Mrs. Ross Economy
Mr. & Mrs. John Esser
Mrs. Marie Falkides
Mr. & Mrs. George B. Filley
Mr. & Mrs. Dean G. Galanopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Gust Gatsis
Mrs. Georgia Geannopoulos
Mr. and Mrs. Angelo Georgacopoulos
Alec Gianaras
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Gillett
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Goldenstein
Rev. Fr. & Presbytera James S. Gordon
Dr. & Dr. Thomas Gough
Mr. Leland Gough
Mrs. Mary Irene Greub
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hermes
Mrs. Eleni Hloros and Mr. Chris Brown

Mrs. Maita Houpis
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Hugdahl
Mr. and Mrs. Loukas Jonson
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Kain
Ms. Olga Kalis
Mr. & Mrs. John Karagiannis
Dr. & Mrs. George Karalis
Mr. and Mrs. George Karas
Mr. and Mrs. George Karkazis
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Karousos
Mr. & Mrs. Demetri Katsulis
Mrs. Chrys Kaulentis
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Kazas
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth A. Kehl
Mr. Spiro Kircos
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas S. Kiriakos
Mr. and Mrs. James Kiriakos
Mrs. Ann Klein
Mrs. Mary Kokinis
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Kopplin
Mr. & Mrs. John Kostopoulos
Mr. Tom and Eleni Kouretsos
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Kozonis
Mr. Dean Kurtis
Dr. & Mrs. Demetrios N. Kyriacou
Mr. & Mrs. Zeno Ladas
Mr. & Mrs. William LaFleur
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Lambropoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Lampros
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Lamson
Mr. Vassilios Lazaridis and Mrs. Ludmila
Boritchi
Mr. Nick Livaditis
Mr. & Mrs. George Logothetis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter G. Logothetis
Rev. Fr. Sotirios & Presb. Stefanie Malamis
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Malia
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Marinakos
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Marino
Mr. & Mrs. James Maroudas
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Marx
Mr. & Mrs. Eli McLean
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Metropoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Metropoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Metropulos
Mr. and Mrs. Kostas Metropulos
Mr. and Mrs. James Miller-Bruce
Ms. Sylvia Mitsopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin P. Monaghan
Mr. Luis Montero and Mrs. Maria
Theodoropulu
Mr. James Murges
Mr. and Mrs. James Nicolaou
Ms. Eva Nikellys
Mr. & Mrs. John Nikitas
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Orsini
Mr. & Mrs. George Palmer
Mr. John Pantazis
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Papastefan
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Papastratakos
Dr. & Mrs. Patrick Pappas

Mr. & Mrs. Andreas Parashos
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Pasalich
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Patouhas
Mr. & Mrs. John Patrinos
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Petros
Mrs. Georgene Phillips
Georgia Plevritis
Mr. and Mrs. Anastasios Rogaris
Mr. and Mrs. John Rogaris
Mr. and Mrs. Loukas Rogaris
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Rogers
Mr. & Mrs. David Rutkowski
Mr. & Mrs. James Saric
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sarris
Ms Katherine Schreiber
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Sindles
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Sintetas
Mr. & Mrs. William Smirles
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Smith
Mrs. Dina Soteros
Ms. Patty Soteros
Ms. Carol Stamas
Mr. & Mrs. Evangelos Stathakopoulos
Ms. Margarita Stergious
Miss Penny Stevens
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Stevens
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sutherland
Mr. & Mrs. John Svigos
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Taranko
Mr. & Mrs. Corey Tobin
Dr. & Mrs. Dean Tsarwhas
Mr. and Mrs. Demetri Tsilimigras
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Valessares
Mr. Sotirios Vasilopoulos and Mrs. Georgia
Saratsioti
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Venetos
Mr. & Mrs. George Vlahos
Mr. John Vlahos
Mrs. Pat Vlahos
Mr. & Mrs. Terrence Voelker
Matthew Wegrzyn and Mrs. Athena
Loukopoulos
Mr. and Mrs. Isidoros Xilas
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Xintaris
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Zoulas
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+ WORSHIP SERVICES +
Sunday Orthros: 8:15 a.m.
Sunday Church School: 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Divine Liturgy temporarily takes place at
Daniel Wright Middle School
1370 Riverwoods Rd, Lincolnshire
Unless otherwise noted, weekday services take place in
the chapel at the home Ascension has rented during the
construction period (see address below)

+ DATES TO REMEMBER +
Saturday, February 2—Presentation of Our Lord
8 a.m.—Orthros | 9 a.m.—Divine Liturgy @ House Chapel
Tuesday, February 5
6:30 p.m. Koinonia Men’s Ministry Meeting (see p. 6)
Sunday, February 10
11:30 a.m.: Philoptochos Meeting: Women’s Health Initiative
Noon: Sunday Church School Teachers’ Meeting
Friday, February 15
6:30 p.m.: FAITH/JOY Meeting

+ PARISH INFORMATION +

Saturday, February 16
4:30 p.m. Koinonia Men’s Ministry Cooking Event (see p. 6)

Ascension of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church

Sunday, February 17
Triodion Begins (Fast Free Week)

Mailing address:
1207 Riverwoods Road, Lincolnshire, IL 60069
Phone: (847) 482-1200 Fax: (847) 482-9566
Temporary Office and Chapel Location:
1221 N. Riverwoods Rd., Lake Forest
(immediately south of the church)
Website: www.ascensiongoc.com
Fr. Sotirios P. Malamis, Proistamenos
Church Office Hours:
Monday – Friday: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Ascension of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church
1207 Riverwoods Road
Lincolnshire, IL 60069

Thursday, February 21
10 a.m.: Fr. Sotiri serves Liturgy at Greek American Rehab
Center, Wheeling
Noon: Senior Synaxis Valentine’s Day Luncheon
Friday, February 22
7 p.m.: Marriage Ministry Meeting
Thursday, February 28
6:30 p.m. OCMC Benefit Dinner
St. John the Baptist, Des Plaines
Please consult the Church website regularly to stay informed about services,
meeting locations & general updates: www.ascensiongoc.com

