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+ Reflection +
from
Fr. Sotiri

PRODIGAL SON:
Our Return to our Father
(LUKE 15:11-32)
While every Sunday Gospel reading carries depth
and pierces our heart, the message of the Prodigal Son is
one of the most profound. It is known as the parable of all
parables. Someone once said, that if the entire Bible was
lost and all that was left was the parable of the Prodigal
Son, people would still come to know God's love and
compassion.
The main goal of this Parable was said in order for
Jesus to respond to criticisms of the Scribes and Pharisees,
for they complained that Christ “...receives sinners and
eats with them” (Luke 15:2).
Christ heeded the
opportunity, and says this magnificent parable since tax
collectors and sinners drew near to Him to hear Him
(Luke 15:1).
I wish to consider three points from the story of
the Prodigal and his Father: first, the rebellion of the son;
second, the consequences of rebelling against God; and
third, a message of hope found within the loving embrace
of our Heavenly Father.
Point #1: The parable does not make mention of a
particular sin committed by the younger son. It does
though reveal to us the nature of sin, which is nothing else
but man rebelling against God. A person who lives in this
manner, considers the commandments of God as difficult.
At the same time, this person considered the family
happiness, the experience and counsel of the Father as a
prison; things of another time. For this reason, the
personal communion with God the Father and our
humanity is destroyed. A person who grows distant from
God does not wish to live within the realm of His love.
Although this person wishes God to grant health, strength,
material goods and total freedom, in essence, he/she does
not wish to have any relationship/communication with
God.
The Prophet Job offers wise words in defining this

The Ascension Parish Family takes to the ice for the annual Ice Skating
event held at the end of December at Centennial Ice rink in Highland
Park. This long-standing tradition has for years given young and old
alike at Ascension the wonderful opportunity for fellowship during the
holiday season.

separation when he says, “. . .such a man says to the Lord,
'Depart from me. I do not wish to know Your ways'” (Job
21:14). Is not this case in so many facets of our being? We
want to be wealthy, but we do not want God who grants
us our earthly gifts. We want His blessings, but we do not
want to see His countenance. We wish to obtain whatever
brings us comfort, glory and honor, but not the One who
freely grants us such things.
When this becomes our way of living, where we
want more and more without involving God, we realize
that when we lose these gifts, we are found completely
alone within our despondency. When the Prodigal Son
reached “rock bottom,” eating with the swine, he was
completely alone. The Gospel tells us no one gave him
anything (Luke 15:16). This loneliness is a reflection of
their relationship with God; as they have closed within
themselves and only worrying about themselves. His
rebellion against the Father, led him to lawlessness. (For
this reason, St. John the Theologian tells us that “Whoever
commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness” (1
John 3:4).)
Point #2: The second point reveals to us the
consequences of this rebellion. The parable tells that
“...when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in
Continued on page 6
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OUR STEWARDSHIP MINISTRIES

PARISH REGISTRY

40-DAY BLESSINGS
Rev. Fr. Sotirios P. Malamis, Proistamenos
Parish Ministry Team
Acolyte Ministry: Fr. Sotirios Malamis
Chanters: George Apergis, George Houpis, Paul Lillios,
Nick Papastratakos, Isidoros Xilas, James Anast
Custodian: Paul Garza III
Greek School Director: Maria Theodoropulu
GOYA: Fr. Sotirios Malamis, Carol Stamas
HOPE: Presvytera Stefanie Malamis
FAITH/JOY: Desiree Petros, Presvytera Stefanie
JOY & Jr. GOYA: Fr. Sotirios Malamis, Christina Kiriakos
Koliva: Andrea Rogers
LOGOS: David Rutkowski
Men’s Ministry: Doug Hugdahl
Marriage Ministry: Frank Kazas
Office Secretary: Renee Maltezos, Suzanne Saric
Parish Council: Nick Marino (President), Doug Hugdahl
(1st Vice-President), Tom Papastefan (2nd Vice President),
Harold Anagnos (Treasurer), David Rutkowski (Asst.
Treasurer, Operating Fund), Mia Connolly (Asst. Treasurer,
Capital Fund), Diane Sigalos (Secretary), Bill Athenson,
Robert Buhler, Demetri Katsulis, Frank Kazas, Tom
Kiriakos, Alex Marx, Carol Stamas, and Peter Venetos.
Philoptochos President: Anna Duros
Senior Synaxis President: Olga Kalis
Sunday Church School: Christine Perakis
Webmaster & Newsletter Editor: Suzanne Saric

11/26/18

Daughter of Danny and Patricia
Kyriazopoulos
Daughter of Vasiliki and Joseph
Quirk

12/14/17

FUNERALS
Servant of God, Georgia Katz
Servant of God, James Antonak

12/12/17
12/14/17

MEMORIAL SERVICES
11/05/17
12/3/17

12/10/17
12/17/17
12/17/17

Georgia Papavasiliou (15 yrs)
His Eminence Metropolitan
Iakovos of Blesssed Memory
(6 months)
Harry Papagianis (1 yr)
Georgia Katz (9 days)
Angeliki Michelis (1 yr)

UPDATE FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
Nick Marino | 847.508.5800

BEST WISHES FOR A HAPPY, HEALTHY & BLESSED NEW YEAR!
2018 begins as a very exciting year, and almost twenty years after our humble beginnings in a converted
ranch house, our dream of a beautiful new Church will have been completed to make a most glorious and historic
year.
Our General Contractor began in October with the demolition of the old ranch house and installation of
underground site and future parking lot infrastructure improvements (see photos on p. 6). Slightly delayed due to
architectural changes, municipal permits and weather, they hope to begin full strength as soon as the weather conditions permit, enabling us to witness the construction progress on a daily basis.
As exciting as this is, we are still working hard to raise the necessary funds. We have received actual contributions and pledges of approximately 80% of the total needed. At this point, we are woefully short of our goal
to be “debt free”. A very important factor in the future development and administration of our beloved Ascension
ministries.
As we have now begun periodic construction payouts to our contractor, the culmination of our fundraising
is “crucial”. If you have made a pledge to the campaign and not fulfilled it yet, please do so as soon as possible; if
you have not yet pledged and have the means to do so, please do at your earliest convenience. I ask each and every one of our Stewards to assist us in this fundraising process by being an Ambassador to the Capital Campaign
committee; reach out to those you know, family members and friends to help us reach our very important
“Dream”.
Continued on page 5
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PARISH NEWS
+
DURING CONSTRUCTION, SUNDAY ORTHROS, DIVINE LITURGY
AND SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL are taking place at Daniel Wright Middle
School, 1370 Riverwoods Rd., Lincolnshire. Tuesday evening Greek School classes
also take place at Daniel Wright School. Ministry Meetings and Thursday evening
Adult Greek School take place at the home that Ascension rented just south of the
church: 1221 North Riverwoods Rd., Lake Forest, unless otherwise noted (photo to
right). Fr. Sotiri’s office as well as the Church office are also located at 1221
Riverwoods. Please be cautious especially during these winter months when you
are traveling to the Church house. Important: the church phone number and mailing address has not changed.
+ STAY INFORMED about the progress of Ascension’s building project! Communication about
the life of the Ascension parish is sent out regularly via email blasts. If you aren’t receiving these
notifications and would like to, please go to our home page (www.ascensiongoc.com) and click the
“Join our Email List” graphic pictured to the left.
+ SACRAMENTS With the Lord’s blessings, the Liturgical life of our church has
continued in earnest during our construction project. We have made arrangements
for Fr. Sotiri to be able to conduct Baptisms and Wedding Sacraments at another
Greek Orthodox Church. Fr. Sotiri will hear confessions and conduct most weekday
services in the small worship area of the new space at 1221 Riverwoods Road (photo
to right). If you’d like to plan a Sacrament (Baptism, Wedding, Confession), or a
Funeral, Memorial or Artoclasia, please contact the church office so proper
arrangements can be made during our construction period.
+ FANARI AND IONIAN VILLAGE: TWO PROGRAMS THAT OFFER YOUTH THE
OPPORTUNITY TO CLOSELY ENCOUNTER OUR ORTHODOX FAITH AND HELLENIC
HERITAGE are opening registration this March. Ionian Village offers 2 sessions this summer for
students currently in 9th—12th grade: June 15—July 4 and July 15—
August 3. Registration opens March 1st. Fanari Camp for children
entering 6th grade through 11th grade in the fall of September 2018
opens March 6th at 12 p.m. and will be offering the following four
sessions this summer: Session 1: June 17-23; Session 2: June 24-30; Session
3: July 8-14; Session 4: July 15-21.

+ MISSION TEAM CHICAGO BENEFIT DINNER: Save the date for
this year’s benefit dinner which takes place on Thursday, March 15th @
6:30 p.m., at St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church in Des Plaines.
Keynote speaker Bishop Athanasius (Akunda) of Kisuma and All
Western Kenya will talk about the growth of Orthodoxy in East
Africa. All proceeds will go to support the work of the Orthodox
Christian Mission Center (OCMC) in Kenya and throughout the world.
Ascension is hoping to fill a table for the event. Contact the office at 847.482.1200 with your reservation.

+ LENT BEGINS MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19th. The Ascension of Our Lord wishes you a
blessed and reflective Lenten journey. Due to space and parking restrictions in our temporary
home, many of the services traditionally offered at Ascension throughout Lent will not take
place this year. Please stay tuned to our bulletin, E-Newsletter and website for more
information on the location of Holy Week services as well as other announcements related to
this most sacred season.
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MARRIAGE MINISTRY
Frank Kazas | fgkazas@gmail.com

The Marriage Ministry

has enjoyed a variety of enriching gatherings this winter! In November , there was a great turnout at our social
outing at Pinstripes in Glenview. We had enjoyed a fun night of bowling, food, and fellowship (see photos in this article). In January, Fr.
Sotiri led a group discussion on a topic that reminded us to keep our
faith at the center of our marriages and families. Thank you to our hosts
Bruce and Elena Carlson. Coming up at our Februrary 8th meeting, Dr.
Ary Christofidis will be giving a
presentation entitled Refreshing the
Love in our Marriage That Gets Put
Off to the Side. Dr. Christofidis is a
Licensed Clinical Psychologist and
a frequent visitor to Ascension. You may remember him from when he led a
wonderful discussion during Great Lent last year about modern distractions
in our marriages and families. The presentation will be held at 980 Corporate
Woods Parkway in Vernon Hills and will start at 7 p.m.

KOINONIA MEN’S MINISTRY
Doug Hugdahl | dhugdahl@lightsourceunlimited.com

The Men’s Ministry hosted the 2nd

annual Wine Sharing Event in late December
and it was a great night of fellowship (see
photos to left). The ministry would like to
thank Dr. Dean Tswarhas, Northwestern
Medicine-Lake Forest, who led an excellent
presentation in January entitled, Looking Forward to Healthy Living 2018. Stay tuned for
information on upcoming activities!

SENIOR SYNAXIS
Elaine Beck | 847.367.5227

Senior Synaxis was very active during the festive Nativity
season. In late December, members celebrated the Christmas season as

well as milestone birthdays at their annual Christmas Party at Dover Straits!
Thank you once again to the
staff of Dover Straits for
their wonderful hospitality.
In January, we thank Mary
Kakavas for hosting the
general meeting and annual
Vasilopita cutting at her
home. We look forward to
our annual Valentine’s Day
luncheon on Thursday, February 8th at Dover Straits
beginning at noon.
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continued from page 2 —Parish Council Update
The Parish Council wishes to thank Christine Perakis and the many volunteers that assisted her in putting on
the 2017 Sunday School Children’s Christmas pageant which was an unbelievably successful and beautiful
event that enjoyed a record-breaking attendance.
It is heartwarming to see the increased number of families in Church with young children, children in Sunday Church School and the youth groups. I recently attended the 3rd Annual Dive for the Cross event where an
impressive amount of our children were involved (see story below). Heartwarming and reassuring because
they are our future. OUR FAITH-OUR CHURCH-OUR LEGACY.

THE ASCENSION PARISH FAMILY
CONGRATULATES THE FOLLOWING NEWLY
ELECTED 2018-2019 PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS,
who took affirmation of office on January 7, 2018:
Harold Anagnos, Basil (Bill) Athenson, Robert Buhler, Mia Connolly,
Doug Hugdahl, Demetri Katsulis, Frank Kazas, Thomas Kiriakos, Nick
Marino, Alex Marx, Tom Papastefan, David Rutkowski, Diane Sigalos,
Carol Stamas, and Peter
Venetos. May God guide
your charitable works
throughout the next two
years. We also offer an
abundance of gratitude to
the 2016/17 Parish Council members who guided
this Parish the past 2 years
with faith and love.

Fr, Sotiri presents a plaque of appreciation to Tom Kiriakos acknowledging his
four years of selfless leadership and loyalty as President of Ascension’s Parish
Council, 2014-2017.

DIVE FOR THE CROSS
Our third-annual Dive for the Cross took place on
Sunday, January 14th at the Highland Park Rec
Center. This year we celebrated this special event
with our sister parish, St. Demetrios, Libertyville,
and had thirty children from both youth groups
participating. Father Sotiri gathered everyone together and explained the purpose of this
beautiful Theophany tradition. Four
groups swam at different times to dive
for the precious cross and everyone
cheered each other on! The children
also enjoyed fellowship and fun in the
pool. We look forward to gathering
again next year! Be sure to check out
photos from this event on our website
photo gallery at ascensiongoc.com.
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Continued from page one—Reflection from Fr. Sotiri

that land, and he began to be in want. Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into
his fields to feed swine” (Luke 15:14-15). Here we see the state that sin led the Prodigal to. Although while he was in
his Father's house, he had everything in life so he could expound on this base, he instead fed into his passions. The
Father opened the gates of eternal life to his son through faith and baptism; the son, on the other hand, with his
personal sins shut this door with his loose living and wretched ways. Instead of becoming a servant to his father, he
becomes a servant to the enemy. The enemy in turn sinks him so low, that he is feeding swine. This according to the
Fathers of the Church, are the consequences of one becoming a slave to his own will. In thinking that you will be free,
who become a prisoner of your self.
Point #3: And this brings us to a final point. This Parable has a strong message of hope, which is expressed with
one word and phrase: “Father.” The son restores his damaged relationship with his Father with this one word: “Father,
I have sinned against heaven and before you” (Luke 15:18). This rebellion now is washed away with the return seeking
forgiveness. This is our true state of Freedom; to be obedient to the will of God in our lives. The true sense of freedom
for the Christian is one who struggles to defeat the egotism burning within us and tries to follow the path of humility.
Freedom is also defined in this case as one who has put God above everything and becomes a servant to Christ;
so that Christ in turn will make this faithful person free within Christ.
This Parable is presented to us two weeks before Great Lent so that we can see ourselves within the life of the
Prodigal. All of us, one way or another, have left the bosom of the Father and have fled far from Him focusing on our
autonomy. Now, our conscience, which is the voice of God within us, is telling us, “Father, I have sinned.” And just as
we have imitated the prodigal in his rebellion against God the Father, may we also imitate him in his return, where he
and we will come to ourselves and fall into the embrace of God's love and compassion.
The following reflection from St. Ephraim the Syrian sets the tone for our journey of Great Lent, a journey back
to our Heavenly Father:
“Behold, let no one say: I have committed many sins - there can no forgiveness for me. He who says this does not know
that God is the God of the penitent, that He came to earth not to save the righteous, but to call sinners to repentance, and that when
someone repents the heavens rejoice over him.
True repentance consists of withdrawing from sin and nurturing hatred for it. Fo, lo, when's someone says from his heart:
I have hated deceit and been repelled by it – then God accepts him with joy.
But behold, also let no one dare to say: I have not sinned. He who says this is blind; he has shut his eyes. He deceives
himself and knows not that Satan is robbing him blind – both in word and deed, through all of his senses, sight, hearing and touch,
and through thoughts. For who can boast that he has an innocent heart and that all his senses are pure?
No one is sinless, no one is clean of defilement, no man is free from guilt except Him alone Who for our sake was
impoverished though He was rich. He alone is sinless Who took upon Himself the sins of the world, wants all to be saved, desires
not the death of a sinner and is a lover of mankind, abundantly benevolent, kindhearted and sincerely loving.
Let us also run to Him, for all sinners who have run to Him have found salvation.”

BUILDING MOMENTUM!

We are making progress on
our church building project! Photos show excavation; pouring of the first
phase of basement foundation for walls and the elevator; and the new concrete
curbs and asphalt that are part of the future parking lot. The excavated area is
for the basement as well as new offices, kitchen, bookstore, and conference and
classrooms that will adjoin our fellowship hall (which, as you can see in the
snowy photo to the right, was preserved). Work will begin again as the weather
improves.
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS
Anna Duros: anna.duros@gmail.com

(Search “Ascension Philoptochos” on Facebook and “Like Us”)

Happy New Year! Kali Xronia! Our holiday season was
filled with happy times and a strong sense of community. In
the midst of celebrating the birth of Our Savior, we were collecting for the DCFS Children Christmas gift drive, packed
meals for Feed My Starving Children and hosted the St.
Nicholas children’s Christmas party for our parish.
Looking ahead, we hope you will join us at our
Apokriatiko Glendi, “Warm Gatheting”, on Sunday, February
11th at Concorde Banquets. This gathering of our parish is the
perfect kickoff to our Lenten season. We will send out details
of our Lenten Project and other happenings at a later date.
Please check the Philoptochos webpage for updates regarding
our calendar.
With love in Christ,
Anna Duros

We’d like to thank our hosts and hostesses once again for welcoming our
Philoptochos group: Maria and Dean Lampros for the Christmas party at
their beautiful home (top photos); Briana (pictured to the left); and Sal
Cardone for our January meeting at Mambo Italiano; and, Marcia Moore
(above, right) for speaking at “New Year, Healthier You” meeting. We
appreciate how our members always provide and rise to the occasion whenever we need them. Thank you!
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GREEK SCHOOL NEWS
Maria Theodorpulu | mariatheod@hotmail.com

We had a festive time at Greek School the past few months!

November was dedicated to
the thematic units of family and food related to Thanksgiving Day. Our Tuesday Greek School young students had a good time, as they had the opportunity through roleplay to practice vocabulary related to these
units. In December, our Greek School classes were full of the Christmas spirit, as our students joined the Sunday School students to celebrate Christmas by singing Greek Christmas carols for the congregation at the annual Christmas Pageant. It a nice experience for all of
Ascension’s students to celebrate the Nativity together! At the last
Greek school class before the holiday, Fr. Sotirios talked to our young
students about the real meaning
of Christmas, and they had the
opportunity to make cards with
Greek Christmas wishes and ornaments for their relatives and friends!
Our adult students of Greek also had a great time at their last
class before Christmas when they talked about Greek Christmas and
New Year’s traditions, sang Greek Christmas carols using triangles,
wrote their Greek Christmas wishing cards and tasted traditional Greek
Christmas sweets (kourabiedes and melomakarona).
In the new year, Greek school classes started with the sweet Greek tradition of the cutting of Vasilopita. (See pictures below of our lucky students who found the coin).
The Principal and Teaching Staff of Ascension Greek School wish all the Ascension Greek School
families and Ascension Parishioners a Happy New Year
2018! Ευτυχισμένο το Νέο Έτος 2018!
UPCOMING:
March 18: Greek School Independence Day Program
(following Divine Liturgy)

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
Christine Perakis | cperakis@comcast.net

Happy New Year and  

from the SCS Teachers
and Staff! We hope your holidays were filled with much love, joy and
happiness celebrating the birth of our Savior and welcoming in 2018.
We ended 2017 with our annual St. Nicholas Celebration hosted by our
Philoptochos (thank you!) as well as our annual Christmas Pageant
which was new and exciting in our temporary home. Our Ministry
continues to grow strong and
we thank our Men’s Ministry
for their generous gift cards to
our SCS Teachers to support teaching and learning in our program.
As we look forward to the next few months, we begin our
preparation for Great Lent which begins February 19th. Please
send icons to church with your children on February 25th so they
can process with them following Liturgy to commemorate the
Sunday of Orthodoxy. We encourage everyone to continue to bring
your students regularly and on time as many rich lessons are
planned.
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+ HOPE

HOPE Group has been keeping busy leading up to Christmas and
the New Year! We spent timing preparing to welcome the Christ Child into all
of our hearts. In the month of February, we are looking forward to our annual
Cheesefare potluck luncheon. We will then be focusing on all the different
aspects of Great Lent, and how we can apply the beautiful teachings of prayer,
fasting and alms-giving to our lives. Please join us with your little one(s) each
W e d ne s d a y !
C o nt a c t
P r e s v y t er a
St ef a n i e
wi t h
q u e st i o n s
(presstefanie@yahoo.com), or check the website for our calendar.

+

FAITH/JOY

In December Faith/
JOY held its third annual Christmas party/
mock lock-in and enjoyed a fun and festive
evening! Our ministry group gathered in
the chapel around Father Sotiri as he read
the Nativity story, and afterwards enjoyed a pajama party, sitting on comfy
blankets and munching on snacks while watching Christmas movies. On
January 14th Faith/JOY participated in the Dive for the Cross event. On
February 16th we will hold a Cheesefare Friday Pizza Party and begin to
prepare for Great Lent by learning about almsgiving and participating in a
service project for IOCC. For more information on this active ministry for K5th graders, please contact Desiree Petros or Presvytera Stefanie
at faithjoyascension@gmail.com.

+ JOY | Jr. GOYA

In November, we went to Feed My Starving Children in Libertyville where we prepared
and packaged food to feed children in villages overseas. In
December, we decorated ornaments and brought them to the
Greek American Rehabilitation Center. After singing Christmas
carols to the residents, we handed out the ornaments to everyone
and then enjoyed a potluck supper in the community room. In the
months ahead we are going to learn about many saints including
the Three Hierarchs, St. Haralambos, and St. Philothea of Athens.

+ GOYA GOYA completed 2017 participating in the annual gift
giving to a number of residents at the Greek American
Rehabilitation and Care Centre. GOYA, along with the additional
generosity of the Men's Ministry, provided Christmas gifts to 18
residents! We are in the planning stages of our New York trip
scheduled to take place in April. Our itinerary will include
meeting with His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios along with a
tour of the Archdiocese. Additionally, we plan to visit the site of the St. Nicholas Church and National Shrine, St.
Basil's Academy and, of course, have Souvlakia in Astoria. We'll have the opportunity to meet and enjoy
fellowship with the GOYA at Archangel Michael Church, Port Washington, NY, as well as enjoy sightseeing in
New York City. Stay tuned for more details. As always, we invite and encourage the high school youth of our
parish to join us on Monday evenings from 7 to 9.

+ OCF CAMPUS MINISTRY:

Young adults and
college students (pictured to the right) home from break gathered
together for breakfast at Strawberry Fields in early January with
Fr. Sotiri and Carol Stamas. Registration for Ionian Village’s
IVNext Program, (formerly Spiritual Odyssey) for 19-24 year olds
opens March 1st. Visit https://www.ionianvillage.org/spiritual
-odyssey for more information.
Fanari Camp Counselor
Registration opens on March 6 at fanari.org..
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2018 STEWARDS OF THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
Christ told the story of a fig tree that was in danger of being cut down because for several years it bore no fruit at all. The servant with one talent was denounced because he did nothing with it. The five foolish virgins were not admitted to the wedding
celebration because they had no oil. On Judgment Day Jesus will say to those on His left, "Whatsoever you have not done unto
the least of my brethren, you have not done it unto Me." What have you rendered to the Lord for all His benefits to you?

STEWARDSHIP LIST AS OF JANUARY 31, 2018
We thank the following 125 families that have made their Stewardship Pledge of time, talents and treasures for 2018.
To date, $205,759 has been pledged. Those who have not yet made their pledge, please do so today.

Mrs. Tasia Alexakos
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Anagnos
Mr. Joel Smith & Mrs. Tina Anagnos
Mr. & Mrs. James Anast
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Anest
Mrs. Neova Antonak
Mr. George Apergis
Mrs. & Mr. Patti Arvanitis
Mr. & Mrs. Basil Athenson
Mrs. Vivian Batsakis
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Belmonte
Mr. & Mrs. Dino Beris
Mrs. Kathy Booras
Mr. & Mrs.Casey Brej
Mr. & Mrs.Robert Buhler
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Carlson
Mr. Fred Chapekis
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Chatzidakis
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Chilis
Mr. Constantine Christ
Mrs. Dolores Christ
Mr. George Christie
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Connolly
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Cyrus
Mr. & Mrs. Delfield
Mr. & Mrs. Louis F. Demas
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Demet
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Demos
Mrs. Vicki Douvlis
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Duros
Miss Brittany Ebarle
Mr. & Mrs. John Esser
Mrs. Tina Foutris
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Frentzas
Mr. & Mrs. Gust Gatsis
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Georgacopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Gillett
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Goldenstein
Rev. Fr. & Presbytera James S. Gordon
Dr. & Dr. Thomas Gough
Ms. Lela Gramatis
Ms. Mary Irene Greub
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hermes
Mr. & Mrs. George Houpis
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Hugdahl
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Ittounas
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Kain
Mrs. Mary Kakavas
Ms. Olga Kalis
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Karahalios
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Karousos

Mr. & Mrs. Demetri Katsulis
Mrs. Chrys Kaulentis
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Kazas
Mr. Spiro Kircos
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas S. Kiriakos
Mrs. Mary Kokinis
Mr. & Mrs. David Tegel
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Kopplin
Mr. & Mrs. John Kostopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Kotarinos
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Kouretsos
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Kozonis
Mr. & Mrs. Jean Kozub
Mr. Daniel Kuesis
Mr. Dean Kurtis
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Lampros
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Lamson
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Lialios
Mr. & Mrs. Simos Limperis
Mr. Nick Livaditis
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Logothetis
Mr. & Mrs. George Logothetis
Mr. & Mrs. John Logothetis
Mr. Alexander Magdalinos
Rev. Fr. Sotirios & Presv. Stefanie
Malamis
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Manglaras
Mr. & Mrs. Harilaos Mantzoros
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Marinakos
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Marino
Mr. & Mrs. James Maroudas
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Marx
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Metropoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Metropulos
Mr. & Mrs. Kostas Metropulos
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Michelis
Mrs. Sylvia Mitsopoulos
Mr. Luis Montero & Mrs. Maria
Theodoropulu
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Moore
Ms. Eva Nikellys
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Papastefan
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Papastratakos
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Patouhas
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Perakis
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Petropoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Petros
Mrs. Georgene Phillips
Mr. & Mrs. Nondas Plesiotis
Mrs. Georgia Plevritis
Mr. & Mrs. Steven N. Poulos
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Prousis

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Rader
Mr. & Mrs. David Rutkowski
Mr. & Mrs. James Saric
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sarris
Ms. Katherine Siavelis
Ms. Elaine Simos
Mr. Steve Sintetas
Mr. & Mrs. William Smirles
Ms. Carol Stamas
Mr. & Mrs. Evangelos Stathakopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Stevens
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sutherland
Mr. & Mrs. Milt Taliadouros
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Taranko
Mrs. Anna Tasiopoulos
Dr. & Mrs. Dean Tsarwhas
Mr. & Mrs. Demetri Tsilimigras
Mr. Tom Vabakos
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Valessares
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Venetos
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Vincic
Mr. & Mrs. George Vlahos
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Xintaris
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WHAT DOES THE SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY
MEAN TO THE ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN TODAY?
The Sunday of Orthodoxy is the first Sunday of Great Lent, and it falls on February 25th this year. The
dominant theme of this Sunday since 843 has been that of the victory of the icons. In that year the iconoclastic controversy, which
had raged on and off since 726, was finally laid to rest, and icons and their veneration were restored on the first Sunday in Lent. Ever
since, this Sunday has been commemorated as the "Triumph of Orthodoxy." (Greek Orthodox Archdiocese)
In a reflective sermon about the Sunday of Orthodoxy by Fr. Alexander Schmemann, he gives the history of this monumental day in our faith, and then with great wisdom, preaches about why the triumph of Orthodoxy doesn’t only belong to the past. It
has — and most assuredly deserves — a strong place in the present day. The answer to the title of this article is best described in
excerpts from a sermon Fr. Alexander delivered that is posted on the Orthodox Church of America website, February 28, 2012.
“(The Sunday of Orthodoxy) happened on the first Sunday of Lent in the year 843 in Constantinople. After almost 100 years
of persecution directed against the worship of the holy icons, the Church finally proclaimed that the truth had been defined, that the
truth was fully in the possession of the Church. And since then all Orthodox people, wherever they live, have gathered on this Sunday
to proclaim before the world their faith in that truth, their belief that their Church is truly apostolic, truly Orthodox, truly universal.
This is the event of the past that we commemorate on the Sunday of Orthodoxy . But let us ask ourselves one question: Do all the
triumphs of Orthodoxy, all the victories, belong to the past?
Looking at the present today, we sometimes feel that our only consolation is to remember the past. Then Orthodoxy was
glorious, then the Orthodox Church was powerful, then it dominated. But what about the present? My dear friends, if the triumph of
Orthodoxy belongs to the past only, if there is nothing else for us to do but commemorate, to repeat to ourselves how glorious was
the past, then Orthodoxy is dead. But we are here (now) to witness to the fact that Orthodoxy not only is not dead but also that it is
once more and forever celebrating its own triumph — the triumph of Orthodoxy. We don’t
have to fight heresies among ourselves, but we have other things that once more challenge
our Orthodox faith. Today, Orthodox of various national backgrounds (gather and proclaim) and glorify first of all our unity in Orthodoxy. This is the triumph of Orthodoxy in the
present. This is a most wonderful event: that all of us, with all our differences, with all our
limitations, with all our weaknesses, can come together and say we belong to that Orthodox
faith, that we are one in Christ and in Orthodoxy. We are living very far from the traditional
centers of Orthodoxy. We call ourselves Eastern Orthodox, and yet we are here in the West,
so far from those glorious cities which were centers of the Orthodox faith for centuries —
Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, Jerusalem, Moscow. How far are those cities. And yet,
don’t we have the feeling that something of a miracle has happened, that God has sent us
here, far into the West, not just in order to settle here, to increase our income, to build up a
community. He also has sent us as apostles of Orthodoxy, so that this faith, which historically
was limited to the East, now is becoming a faith which is truly and completely universal.
This is a thrilling moment in the history of Orthodoxy.
A hymn sung (on the Sunday of Orthodoxy) states solemnly and simply: “This is the
Apostolic faith, this is the Orthodox faith, this is the faith of the Fathers, this is the faith that
is the foundation of the world.” My dear brothers and sisters, this is also our own faith. We
are chosen. We are elected. We are the happy few that can say of our faith, “apostolic,”
“universal,” “the faith of our fathers,” “Orthodoxy,” “the truth.” Having this wonderful Celebrate with Orthodox Christians throughout the Metropolis at the Pan-Orthodox Vestreasure, let us preserve it, let us keep it, and let us also use it in such a way that this treasure pers on February 25th.
becomes the victory of Christ in us and in His Church. Amen.”
Adapted from: Reflections in Christ, Sunday of Orthodoxy, Fr. Alexander Schmemann, Orthodox Church of America
https://oca.org/reflections/fr-alexander-schmemann/sunday-of-orthodoxy

More photos of the 2017 Nativity
Season are posted on Ascension’s
webpage photo gallery
www.ascensiongoc.com
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+ WORSHIP SERVICES +
Sunday Orthros: 8:15 a.m.
Sunday Church School: 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Divine Liturgy temporarily takes place at
Daniel Wright Middle School
1370 Riverwoods Rd, Lincolnshire
Unless otherwise noted, weekday services take place in
the chapel at the home Ascension has rented during the
construction period (see address below)

+ PARISH INFORMATION +
Ascension of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church
Mailing address:
1207 Riverwoods Road, Lincolnshire, IL 60069
Phone: (847) 482-1200 Fax: (847) 482-9566
Temporary Office and Chapel Location:
1221 N. Riverwoods Rd., Lake Forest
(immediately south of the church)
Website: www.ascensiongoc.com
Fr. Sotirios P. Malamis, Proistamenos
Church Office Hours:
Monday – Friday: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

+ VESPERS AT ASCENSION+
Saturdays at 5 p.m. unless otherwise noted
Upcoming Services at 1221 North Riverwoods Chapel:
February 10, 17, 24

Ascension of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church
1207 Riverwoods Road
Lincolnshire, IL 60069

+ DATES TO REMEMBER +
Saturday, January 20—St. Euthymios
8:15 a.m.—Orthros | 9:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Sunday, January 28
Triodion Begins
Friday, February 2—Presentation of Our Lord
8:15 a.m.—Orthros | 9:15 a.m.—Divine Liturgy
Thursday, February 8
Senior Synaxis Valentine’s Day Luncheon (see p. 4)
Marriage Ministry Special Presentation (see p. 4)
Wednesday, February 14
HOPE Cheesefare Potluck Lunch, 11 a.m.
Friday, February 16
Faith/Joy Fast-Free Pizza Party, 6:30 p.m.
Monday, February 19 —Lent Begins

Please consult the Church website regularly to stay informed
about services, meeting locations & general updates:
www.ascensiongoc.com

