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How to Build a Great Church

Greetings in the name of the Lord! I have been blessed by God to serve the
Ascension parish since September 1, 2014. The founding priest of our parish,
Fr. James Gordon, laid a solid foundation for our church to continue to grow with
her ministries and outreach programs. As we embark on a new year in our
Parish, I call to mind one of my favorite verses in the Bible which gives us great meaning and purpose. Solomon wrote
in Proverbs, “Where there is no vision, the people will perish” (Proverbs 29:18). Our vision as a strong faithful community is clear, and with God’s help, we will continue to bring His light and life to the present and future generations. Our
vision is to build a Church as an ekklesia, an assembly of faithful, as well as a larger house of worship.
Below is an old anonymous article which affords us the opportunity to reflect on our relationship with our
church, and give us some practical tips on how to help our parish grow. A solid reflection of our spiritual goals is
always needed. I pray this article is fruitful for you and the growth of our house of God.
It takes very little planning to wreck a building or business, but it takes skillful planning and diligent work to build.
It is easy to kill a Church, but it takes thought and persistence to build a great church. The great churches of our land did
not just happen. They have been built through persistent effort. Here are a few suggestions for building a great church.
1.

Never allow a day to pass without taking time to pray for your church and its ministry.

2.

Never speak to anyone without praising your church and your pastor. The criticism will be spoken loud and often; see
that the praise is louder.

3.

Never fail to be friendly to anyone in all church services, especially to newcomers and absentees. Nothing in the world
can substitute for old fashioned friendliness.

4.

Never make your church of less importance than social engagements, secular meetings, or anything else. There is no
greater power for a church than the members who quietly but emphatically put it first.

5.

Never refuse an opportunity to serve. Be willing to serve anywhere you are asked. All service ranks the same with
God.

6.

Attend church every Sunday.

And the Oscar goes to … Ascension’s Sunday Church School Children, JOY/Jr.GOYA and GOYANS — for best dramatization of
The Christmas Pageant. You warmed our hearts and set the stage for a beautiful Nativity season at Ascension of Our Lord!
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OUR STEWARDSHIP MINISTRIES

PARISH REGISTRY

Rev. Fr. Sotirios P. Malamis, Proistamenos
BAPTISMS

Parish Ministry Team
Acolyte Ministry: Fr. Sotirios Malamis
Chanters: George Apergis, George Houpis, Paul Lillios,
Nick Papastratakos, Isidoros Xilas
Custodian: Andrew Paulausky
Greek School Director: Maria Theodoropulu
GOYA: Fr. Sotirios Malamis, Carol Stamas
HOPE: Presvytera Stefanie Malamis
JOY & Jr. GOYA: Fr. Sotirios Malamis, Leah Kartsimas,
Casey Bekiaris, Stephanie Voelker
Koliva: Andrea Rogers
LOGOS: David Rutkowski
Men’s Ministry: James Anast
Office Secretary: Kay James and Renee Maltezos
Office Volunteer: Maita Houpis
Parish Council: Thomas Kiriakos (President), Doug Hugdahl
(Vice-President), Harold Anagnos (Treasurer), David
Rutkowski (Assistant Treasurer), Nick Marino (Secretary), Bill
Athenson, Robert Buhler, George Houpis, Alex Marx,
Thomas Papastefan, Bill Smirles, Carol Stamas, Diane Sigalos
and Peter Venetos
Philoptochos President: Vicki Douvlis
Senior Synaxis President: Elaine Beck
Sunday Church School: Mia Connolly, Irene Curran
Webmaster & Newsletter Editor: Suzanne Saric

01/24/15 Daughter of Angelo & Vicky Georgacopoulos.
Sponsors: Kiriakos Tsirigotakis
MEMORIAL SERVICES
12/07/14 Evangeline (Evangelia) Gianes, beloved aunt of
Ann (Jean) Kozub.
01/04/15 James (4 yrs.) & Regina (6 mos.) Smirles,
beloved parents of Bill (Cheri) Smirles
“
Darlene (Agape) Pennias (40 days), beloved
mother of Verta (Nokolaos) Zaimis.
01/11/15 Stamatis D. Kiriakos (40 yrs.), beloved father of
Tom (Pamala) Kiriakos
“
Evgenia Doxas (40 days), beloved mother of
Mary (Rick) Weber & George (Maggie) Doxas.
FUNERAL
12/31/14 Helen Kartsimas, beloved mother of George
(Penny) Kartsimas, James and Louis Kartsimas.

UPDATE FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
Tom Kiriakos | 312.925.8864
As the Parish Council is continuing to pursue our Village of Lincolnshire (“Village”) approvals and
refinement and completion of our site and building plans, we have some very good news to report. On January 20,
2015, the Village’s Architectural Review Board (“ARB”) approved our plans with only three relatively minor
changes regarding a possible change in our circular drive, landscaping near the drive, and berm height. With this
approval, the next step is consideration by the Village Board, which, in turn, is expected to be a three-step process:
first, Village Board’s formal consideration of our request to annex our property directly to the south of the church
(which we commonly refer to as the Denny Banner property), and the adoption of an amended Annexation
Agreement covering all of the Church’s property. Second, the Village Board’s consideration and approval of the
entire site plan; and, third, the building plans themselves.
With this ARB approval on the first try, it appears likely that that the first meeting with the Village Trustees
(to formerly review our plans and consideration of annexation request) will take place in February 2015, and the
second meeting (on our request for approval of our plans) will take place in February or March, 2015 at the earliest.
We will continue to keep you informed of our progress as meetings and events unfold.
Also, thank you to everyone who has submitted their 2015 pledge cards. For those of you who have not yet
had the opportunity, please take the time to do so. As mentioned in our last newsletter, for the Ascension of Our
Lord to continue to grow and thrive, our Parish needs its stewards, (as so many have in the past and are presently),
to contribute their time and talents, as well as their treasures. Therefore, we encourage you to consider and note on
the 2015 pledge card the time and talents that you would like to pledge in addition to your financial pledge for the
year.
Finally, we have had a very good response to our Thanksgiving plea for help in reducing our projected 2014
deficit. This took several different forms, including stewards tendering the balance of their 2014 stewardship and
others responding to the specific $150 additional stewardship request. Thank you! Although we will still ended
with a slight deficit for the 2014 calendar year, it was 80% less than originally projected because of the response that
we had to this appeal! Again, thank you!
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HAPPY NEW YEAR to each and everyone of you. May God grant you a blessed and healthy year.
EVERY SUNDAY Orthros begins at 8:15 a.m. followed by the Divine Liturgy at 9:30 a.m. We welcome all visitors. Our
doors and hearts are always open to you. Please join us for worship and coffee fellowship. If you would like any
information about our services, please feel free to call the church office at (847) 482-1200 Mondays through Fridays,
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
OUR SINCERE CONDOLENCES to the family of George (Penny) Kartsimas, and James (Julia) and Louis (Carlos)
Kartsimas on the death of their beloved mother Helen Kartsimas who fell asleep in the Lord in December. May her
memory be eternal.
OUR SYMPATHIES to Della (Jim) Facklis and Laura Facklis Bakakos on the death of Joanne Siavelis, beloved sister and
aunt, who fell asleep in the Lord recently. The funeral took place at SS Peter & Paul Church, Glenview. May her memory
be eternal.
ALSO OUR SYMPATHIES to Mary and Catherine Greub on the death of their beloved mother and yiayia who recently
fell asleep in the Lord in Milwaukee. Her funeral took place at Annunciation Church, Milwaukee. May her memory be
eternal.
LOGOS meets on Wednesdays and this winter we are studying The CREED. Sessions prior to Lent (1/21, 1/28, 2/4, 2/18)
are preceded by a Paraklesis to the Theotokos service beginning at 6:30. The sessions during Lent (2/25, 3/4, 3/11, 3/18
and 4/1) follow the celebrations of the 9th Hour @ 5:30 p.m. and the Pre-Sanctified Divine Liturgy @ 6 p.m.
2015 PARISH DIRECTORY: The deadline for submitting your forms for the 2015 Parish Directory is January 31st.
This will be the last day we can accept your submission in order to publish this helpful parish resource by Spring. On-line
forms and more information can be found at www.ascensiongoc.com. PLEASE HURRY—ONLY ONE MORE WEEK LEFT.
SAVE THE DATES OF FEBRUARY 14TH, FEBRUARY 21ST AND FEBRUARY 28TH. The Psyhosavata (Saturday of
the Souls) will take place on these dates. Orthros will begin at 8:15 a.m. followed by Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 a.m. Please
bring your kollyva (boiled wheat) on the day of each Service and submit the list of your beloved deceased.
GREAT LENT (Kathara Devtera) begins on Monday, February 23rd. The Great Compline begins at 6:00 p.m. and is
followed by lenten dinner.
OUR SINCERE THANKS to all those who have so generously made donations to our Church during the holiday season.
May God reward you and your families with His blessings and grace.

The final fall session of LOGOS was preceded
by the Sacrament of Holy Unction. Father Sotiri
was honored to have his father, Rev. Panagiotis
Malamis by his side to celebrate the beautiful
service. The Sacrament set a spiritual tone for
all the faithful present who were preparing for the
birth of Christ.

Become a steward of the Ascension of Our Lord.
For more information, call the Church office at
847.482.1200 and visit www.ascensiongoc.com

His Grace Bishop Demetrios celebrated the Feast Day of Epiphany at
Ascension of Our Lord on January 6,
2015. With humble gratitude, the
Ascension Parish Family honors His
Grace for blessing our Home and
praying for our fortitude in the New
Year. View additional photos in the
photo gallery on Ascension’s website.

SENIOR SYNAXIS
Elaine Beck 847.367.5227
Members of Senior Synaxis enjoyed a wonderful Christmas Party at Dover Straits at the end of December to round out 2014. (See
photos to the right). In mid-January, they gathered at Ascension for a
general meeting followed by lunch and cutting of the Vasilopita.
Looking ahead, the annual Valentine’s Day party for members will
take place at Dover Straits on Thursday, February 12th at 1 p.m. For
more information, contact Elaine Beck at 847.367.5227.

Senior Synaxis members had a wonderful Christmas party at Dover
Straights on December 28th. The
gathering was the concluding event of
a gratifying and successful year of
fellowship.
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GREEK SCHOOL NEWS
Maria Theodorpulu | mariatheod@hotmail.com

Ascension’s Greek School

devoted many of its lessons in November and December to teach our youth and
adult/adolescent classes the Greek language and Orthodox traditions of the holiday season. In November, students were
invited to a traditional Thanksgiving dinner prepared by their teachers. They had the opportunity to pray in Greek before the
dinner, and practiced their Greek vocabulary to ask for their meals. It was a really “tasty” educational experience! (see
pictures below) In December, our Greek School students performed Greek Christmas carols, songs, poems and skits to the
delight of family and friends at the annual Christmas program. The Adults/Adolescents Greek Language and Culture class
students also got in the Christmas spirit by learning about the traditions celebrated in Greece for Christmas and New Year’s.
They also wrote Christmas cards in Greek, sang Christmas carols and tasted traditional Christmas traditional sweets. On
January 6th Greek School classes resumed with the blessing of waters and the cutting of Vasilopita in the Church. Students,
teachers and parents attended and enjoyed a piece of Vasilopita at the end. See who received the “lucky” coin below! Report
cards for 1st semester will be sent home on January 20th . Also, mark your calendars for the Independence Day Program on
Tuesday, March 17th. The Principal and Teaching Staff of Ascension Greek School wish all the Ascension Greek School
families and Ascension Parishioners a Healthy, Blessed and Happy New Year.
(Left): Ascension’s
Greek School students celebrated the
holiday season by
being actively involved
in the language, traditions and spirituality of
the Greek Orthodox
faith. Enjoy more photos at
www.ascensiongoc.com
(Below): Sunday Church
School students decorate the
Parish tree with hats and gloves
they later donated to the Children’s Advocacy Center in
Waukegan.

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
Mia Connolly | miaps@aol.com
On December 14, our Sunday school students participated with our Goyans, Jr. Goyans and Joy members in the annual
Christmas pageant after Church. As always, the pageant was heartwarming and wonderful. Many thanks to Director Vicki Douvlis,
Co-Directors Maria Vlahos and Stephanie Voelker, Narrator Jim Anast, and Maria Bolos, who accompanied the children on piano.
We especially thank Olga Kallis, Pat Maris and Val Kallis who lovingly make the creative costumes, the pageant highlight each year!
This past holiday season, Sunday School students decorated our parish Christmas tree with hats and gloves, and subsequently donated them to the Children’s Advocacy Center in Waukegan, an organization committed to providing a safe environment
for children who have been abused and neglected. The Center was pleased with the donation because many children who visit the
facility do not own protective winter wear.
Sunday School Classes are in full gear again with plentiful teaching opportunities — especially with the coming of Lent —
to educate our children about the Orthodox Faith. Parents of Sunday Church School children will also have the opportunity to host
upcoming fellowship coffee hours. Please watch your email as this is the preferred way to keep everyone informed. Classes begin
promptly each Sunday at 9:10 a.m.

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2015

Page 5

ANALYPSIS NEWSLETTER

+ HOPE: Our HOPE Group resumes its ministry in 2015 on Wednesday mornings from 10:00 a.m. to 11 a.m. If you are a parent of a
young child between 40 days and 4 years old, please join us! We meet each Wednesday and explore different themes within our
Orthodox faith. The 2015 calendar is posted on Ascension’s website. For more information, contact Presvytera Stefanie
(presstefanie@yahoo.com).
+ JOY AND JR. GOYA thanks everyone who supported their fundraising efforts by purchasing Poinsettias in December. We also
thank our parents who have sponsored a meal at JOY/Jr. GOYA meetings. The 2015 calendar is already in motion with many exciting
activities planned between now and May. Please check the website for the calendar of events, as well as to sign up to graciously host
a meal. For more information, contact Fr. Sotiri at frsotirios@ascensiongoc.com.
+ GOYANS enjoyed several events throughout the Christmas season including supporting and participating in the Gingerbread
House Decorating event; decorating the Church; Christmas shopping for residents at the Greek American Rehab Center; and, caroling
for the residents. They began 2015 with a very successful multi-church lock-in at SS Peter & Paul in mid-January. See photos of these
fun events below, on page 7 and on the Ascension website gallery page. Ascension’s youth program has many exciting plans this
winter and spring. Join our momentum and be involved in the life of the Church. For more information, contact: Carol Stamas
(cestamas@comcast.net).
+ YOUTH SUNDAY is on Sunday, February 1st. Watch for our GOYANs who will take on certain roles during the Divine Liturgy.
After Church, join us at the Royal Melbourne Country Club for the annual youth-hosted Sunday Brunch from 11:30-1:30. Children 4
and under are free; ages 5-10—$12; Adults and children over 10 years old—$20. Please make your reservations in advance on
Sundays after Divine Liturgy, or by contacting Carol Stamas (cestamas@comcast.net).
+ ASCENSION YOUTH TO HIT THE SLOPES! Spend the President’s Day holiday skiing the slopes of Alpine Valley with fellow
Ascension friends. Details are forthcoming but for now, save the date: Monday, February 16th. The event is open to all families!
+ NURSING HOME VISIT A WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE: On Monday, December 15th our JOY/Jr.GOYA and GOYA members
brought Christmas joy to the residents of the Greek American Rehabilitation Center in Wheeling by singing Greek and American
Christmas carols and presenting them with clothing and homemade gifts. It was a heartwarming evening for young and old.

NEW!

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Caity Anast | anast1028@gmail.com

Twelve college
students joined Fr.

Sotiri,
Presvytera
Stefanie, Carol Stamas
and Caity Anast for
breakfast at Egg Harbor
after Divine Liturgy on
Jan. 4. Fr. Sotiri spoke
to the students about Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF), a
campus ministry. Caity Anast will be our parish liaison for
OCF and will provide the students (via email) information
about college scholarships, camp counselor opportunities, college conferences, and much more. If you would like your student to be included on this list, please email their contact information to Caity at anast1028@gmail.com.
(Above): A debt of gratitude goes to Maria Vlahos who organizes the very
popular Gingerbread Decorating event each year, which starts with hauling
hundreds of kits from a warehouse into Church. GOYA members shop for
GARC residents and have fun decorating our Church Home for Christmas.
Two GOYANS mimic hand gestures they learned from our pre-K and K Sunday School students as they sing “Away in a Manger” to GARC residents..
(Right): Ascension GOYANs gather for a group photo at the multi-church
youth Lock-In.
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Announcing
two major
Ascension
Initiatives

PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS
Vicki Douvlis | Ascensionphilo@gmail.com

(Search “Ascension Philoptochos” on Facebook and “Like Us”)

Two major projects h a v e been taken on by our Philoptochos in 2015:
1. Crafting and executing a philanthropic project that will represent the Metropolis of Chicago at the 2016 Philoptochos
National Conference; and,
2. Supporting the rebuilding of the St Nicholas Shrine at Ground Zero.
It is with love and humility that our chapter takes on these awesome responsibilities.
Our chapter challenge project is an effort to help those in need in a simple yet impactful manner. A simple
gesture of fellowship and goodwill can change the life of anyone you meet. At the Ascension, we understand that there are many people who are struggling and are in need of basic necessities as well as
spiritual support. Our Chapter Challenge "Fill the Bag" project is a simple template that can be
Chapter
reproduced around the country--even around the world. As our Lord and Savior provides for
Challenge:
FILL THE BAG
us, we hope that our bags will provide love and hope to those in need. We will be creating and
2015
distributing various types of bags, filled with items specific to the physical and spiritual requirements of individuals in need. We will be collecting items and donations throughout the year to provide these essential bags to those in need. If you are interested in learning more about our "Fill the Bag" program and
want to be part of this wonderful initiative, please contact Vicki Douvlis (Ascensionphilo@gmail.com) a n d go to
the Ascension website to view our detailed plan.
Our second major initiative is to support the rebuilding of St Nicholas National Shrine at
Support
Ground Zero. On September 11, 2001, many of us watched the events
Re-building
of
unfold in NY and in Washington DC in disbelief. Our nation was forevSt.
Nicholas
er changed as we mourned the loss of 2,996 souls. On that day, Saint
Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church was crushed under the falling Twin Towers.
Now, the faithful of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America are called to
rebuild that which was once there, so that it may continue to be a beacon of light and hope in lower
Manhattan. It will be a house of worship for the Greek Orthodox community, and a place of prayer and solace for all people. The
Ascension Philoptochos will donate all of the proceeds raised from our Glendi to the St. Nicholas Rebuilding initiative.
Please join us at the Concorde on Sunday February 8th for a wonderful evening filled with great fellowship, incredible
food, Greek dancing, and our basket venture. Tickets are $60 for adults and $25 for children 4-16 years old.
Along with the many ornament, pajama
and Vasilopita celebrations this Nativity
season, Philoptochos made sure that
St. Nicholas and Mrs. Clause made a
special stop at Ascension to bring joy
to our parish children!

KOINONIA MEN’S MINISTRY
Jim Anast | janast80@gmail.com
The Koinonia Men's Ministry board is looking for four stewards to take on the leadership roles of the group later this

year. The current board--Jim Anast, Conrad Theodore, Dean Kurtis and Scott Gordon--will work with the new members
throughout the year on events to help make the eventual transition easy and seamless. The new members would take on the
roles of Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer in November 2015. Our current board will be completing three
years of service this fall, though there are no term limits to these board positions. The group typically coordinates social gatherings at least twice a year, either at someone's home or at a restaurant; hosts a Pre-Sanctified Liturgy Lenten Dinner in March;
oversees the Easter church greeting card in April; and spearheads the Parish Family BBQ Picnic in September, which was a
great success last fall. If you are interested in joining the board or learning more about the Koinonia group, please contact Jim
Anast at 847.368.9868 or janast80@gmail.com or speak with any Koinonia board member at church. We appreciate the consideration of your time, talents and treasures with the hope that our Koinonia group continues to grow in the years ahead.
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PHOTO GALLERY...wrapping up 2014 and beginning the New Year!

(Above): Caution:
Gingerbread Construction Zone,
followed the next day by a visit from Jolly ‘Ole St. Nick.
(Left): Our youth did an amazing job with this year’s Christmas
Pageant. As you can see, it was great to have so many
participants from toddlers up to high schoolers.
(Below): Caroling at the Greek American Rehabilitation Center;
the annual Parish Family Ice Skating event; and, our beloved
Kay James accepts her piece of Vasilopita on behalf of the
Church office during the annual tradition sponsored by
Philoptochos that raises money for St. Basil ‘s Academy, and
grants each of Ascension’s ministries good luck in the
New Year.
View additional
photos on
Ascension’s Web
Site.

PHOTO OPT-OUT: Photographs are taken at Parish events for use in the newsletter, on the website and in other communications; however, above all, we respect your privacy. If you prefer that you or your family members’ photos do not appear in these communication efforts, please send an email to webmaster@ascensiongoc.com to opt out.
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WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Orthros: 8:15 a.m.
Sunday Church School: 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m.

PARISH INFORMATION
Ascension of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church
1207 Riverwoods Road, Lincolnshire, IL 60069
Phone: (847) 482-1200 Fax: (847) 482-9566
Website: www.ascensiongoc.com
Fr. Sotirios P. Malamis, Proistamenos
Church Office Hours:
Monday – Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

+ VESPERS +
Saturday, January 24th —5:00 p.m.
Saturday, January 31st —5:00 p.m.
Saturday, February 7th —5:00 p.m.
Saturday, February 14th —5:00 p.m.
Saturday, February 21st —5:00 p.m.
+ SERVICE AT THE NURSING HOME, WHEELING +
Thursday, February 12th
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. at the
Greek American Rehabilitation Center, Wheeling

Ascension of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church
1207 Riverwoods Road
Lincolnshire, IL 60069

DATES TO REMEMBER...
January 30th—The Three Hierarchs
Orthros 8:15 a.m.—Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.
February 2nd - Presentation of Our Lord
Orthros 8:15 a.m.—Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.
February 10th —St. Haralambos
Orthros 8:15 a.m.—Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.
February 14th - First Saturday of the Souls
Orthros 8:15 a.m.—Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.
February 21st - Second Saturday of the Souls
Orthros 8:15 a.m.—Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.
February 25th - Pre-Sanctified Liturgy
9th Hour @ 5:30 p.m.—Liturgy @ 6:00 p.m.
February 27th - Salutation to the Theotokos @ 7:00 p.m.
February 28th—Third Saturday of the Souls
Orthros 8:15 a.m. - Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.

