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+ Reflection +
from
Fr. Sotiri
“On Marriage: Sixteen Centuries Later, St.
John Chrysostom’s words still ring true”
In the next few issues of our Analypsis
Newsletter, I would like to focus on basic principles
of Marriage and Family Life. Recently, I heard an
interview given by Nick Foles who was the winning
quarterback for this past Super Bowl. He spoke
openly about his marriage and the rough patches he
and his wife experienced. It was through faith and
prayer that they put their marriage back on the right
track. It was with God that they hit the “restart
button” on their marriage. To avoid falling into ruts
and getting stagnant in our relationships, it is
prudent to renew our marriages and avoid pitfalls.
One of my favorite aspects of Pastoral
Ministry is helping an engaged couple to prepare for
their journey through marriage. Having a simple
conversation with them, one can see the joy and
excitement radiating from them as they are getting
closer to becoming united as one by God through the
Sacrament of Marriage. Along with discussing
different aspects of married life such as
communication, conflict resolution, marriage
expectations, etc. I always feel compelled to share
with these young couples a few important facts
regarding marriage in our culture today. The fact is
that we live in a “culture of divorce.” Here are some
statistics:
•
40%-50% of all marriages end in divorce
•
30% of all couples report being unhappy
•
50% of all divorces occur during the first
seven years
•
45% of first marriages will not see their 25th
anniversary
•
40% of all children will grow up without one
biological parent in the home

Fr. Sotirios and 29 pilgrims traveled to Jerusalem this past spring on a
once-in-a-lifetime pilgrimage and spiritual journey to the Holy Land.
Stay tuned for an opportunity to see photos and hear about their
magnificent experience.

All too often, marriage is viewed from a
secular lens which portrays happiness and success in
the size of a home, the type of car, number of
vacations, etc. Sadly, when our attention to our
marriages becomes swayed towards worldly cares
and the mundane, we begin to lose focus on why we
are together and we begin slip-sliding down a
dangerous path. Any married person will tell you
that marriage is not easy; however, within the
sacrifices we make and the attention we put in to our
marriages, our struggle will be transformed into
great joy that stems from God. Elder Aimilianos of
Simonopetra tells us: “When you see difficulties in
your marriage, when you see that you're making no
progress in your spiritual life, don't despair. But
neither should you be content with whatever
progress you may have already made. Lift up your
heart to God. Imitate those who have given
everything , and do what you can to be like them.
Leave the action to Christ. And when you advance
in this way, you will sense what is the purpose of
marriage. Otherwise, as a blind person wanders
about, so too will you wander in life.” What then,
according to our Church is the purpose of marriage?
Continued on page 4
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OUR STEWARDSHIP MINISTRIES

PARISH REGISTRY
40-DAY BLESSINGS

Rev. Fr. Sotirios P. Malamis, Proistamenos
Parish Ministry Team
Acolyte Ministry: Pete Metropoulos
Chanters: George Apergis, Paul Lillios, Nick
Papastratakos, Isidoros Xilas, James Anast
Custodian: Paul Garza III
Greek School Director: Maria Theodoropulu
GOYA: Fr. Sotirios Malamis, Carol Stamas
HOPE: Presvytera Stefanie Malamis
FAITH/JOY: Desiree Petros, Presvytera Stefanie
Jr. GOYA: Fr. Sotirios Malamis
Koliva: Andrea Rogers
LOGOS: David Rutkowski
Men’s Ministry: Doug Hugdahl
Marriage Ministry: Loukas and Lauren Jonson
Office Secretary: Renee Maltezos, Suzanne Saric
Parish Council: Nick Marino (President), Doug Hugdahl
(1st Vice-President), Tom Papastefan (2nd Vice President),
Harold Anagnos (Treasurer), David Rutkowski (Asst.
Treasurer, Operating Fund), Mia Connolly (Asst. Treasurer,
Capital Fund), Diane Sigalos (Secretary), Bill Athenson,
Robert Buhler, Demetri Katsulis, Frank Kazas, Tom
Kiriakos, Alex Marx, Carol Stamas, and Peter Venetos.
Philoptochos President: Anna Duros
Senior Synaxis President: Olga Kalis
Sunday Church School: Christine Perakis
Webmaster & Newsletter Editor: Suzanne Saric

5/19/18
5/27/18
6/23/18
6/2/18

6/3/18

6/10/18

5/21/18
5/31/18
6/3/18
6/3/18
6/24/18

Son of Athina Kritikou and Paul
Tamavakis
Son of Vicky and Angelo Georgacopoulos
Son of Hercules and Vanna Logothetis
BAPTISMS
Victoria Grace, daughter of Tom and
Nicole Hermes
Sponsors: George and Maria Karalis
Angelina Maria, daughter of Chris and
Alina Diamond
Sponsors: Dimitrios & Ellie Maria Veikos
Samantha, daughter of William & Jennifer
Sutkay
Sponsor: Elizabeth Kotarinos
Sarah Athanasia, daughter of Jeff & Maria
Poteracki
Sponsor: Mr. Nasi Sakkos
Maria, daughter of Austin Goveia and
Shannon Tsopelas
Sponsor: Spiros Mantzoros
FUNERALS
Servant of God, George Houpis
Servant of God, Despina (Debbie) Vlahos
MEMORIAL SERVICES
Metropolitan IAKOVOS (1 yr)
Georgia Katz (6 months)
George Houpis (40 days)

UPDATE FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
Nick Marino | 847.508.5800

What is happening with our construction project? Unfortunate delays! Sometimes, delays
are just a normal or natural problem associated with the construction industry. Due to late material
changes, primarily stucco to brick, it was necessary for the architects, structural engineers and the steel
contractor to re-visit all of the calculations for the steel beams, columns, braces and connections. Each
piece of steel must be custom fabricated to the particular job and design. In addition to the changes and
recalculations by the above noted professionals, those changes must be then approved by the local municipality, which of course takes additional time. As challenging as any delay can be, it must be noted
that these are not the kind of things to rush into because structural integrity must be correct and it is always best to be safe than sorry.
The good news is, the steel has now been approved by all parties involved and has been ordered
by the contractor. Delivery is expected to be on or about the first week of July. Soon, we will see this
magnificent steel skeleton begin to rise and form the dream that we have envisioned for so many years.
Fundraising has continued at a very good pace, however, we still have a long way to go to be
“debt free”. We began this journey with the goal of “no mortgage”-“no debt” and we are determined to
succeed. Our many ministries are extremely important and an integral part of our Church family mission and therefore, cannot be compromised by the existence of mortgage payments/debt. Please consider
Continued on page 5
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PARISH NEWS
+ CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF THE 2018 GRADUATES:
MIDDLE SCHOOL: George Bentley,
Peter Curran, Sela Grant, Alexander
Evan Panos, Sophia Saric, Samantha
Serpico, Justin Sutherland | HIGH
SCHOOL:
Irene Alexakos, Sophia
Maria Connolly, Timi Stelliani Douvlis,
Dean Gatsis, Johnny Hugdahl, Lauren
Kavathas, Eleni Papastratakos, Chris
Svigos | GRADUATE/SCHOOL:
Katerina Kokalias | LAW SCHOOL:
Alex Katsuli, Dimitrios John Svigos.
May God be with you in all of your
future endeavors.
+
WE ARE IN NEED OF COFFEE FELLOWSHIP HOSTS: Please consider hosting coffee
fellowship after Liturgy with your family, or together with another family, so that we may continue
our fellowship throughout the summer. When we don’t have a host, Parish Council members step
up to make sure it’s covered and we’ve had to rely on their generosity many times since we’ve been
in our temporary place. Recommendations for simple offerings can be
found on our website. Please sign up either online via our website, or by
calling the church office. Thank you in advance for offering your love and
commitment to this important ministry.
+
HELP WANTED: Do you like to write? Are you creative with photos? Interested in staying
on top of what’s happening at Ascension so you can share it with our community? We are looking
for a volunteer to dedicate his/her time and talents to producing this bimonthly Analypsis
newsletter. Knowledge of Microsoft Publisher or another publishing application/design program is
helpful but not necessary. Please call the office for more information.
+
THE ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM ORATORICAL FESTIVAL took place on Bright Saturday,
as it always does, hosted this year by St. Demetrios in Hammond Indiana. Two representatives
from Ascension were invited to the awards festival: Callie Saric competed in the Senior Division
with her essay, “Following Christ” and placed in second; and, Sophia Saric, took third place in the
Junior Division with her essay, “Serving Others Brings Us Closer to Christ.” We encourage our
youth in 6th—12th grade to take part in this inspiring program. Program submissions are
developed and due during Great Lent, offering our children a prime opportunity to reflect on their
faith during the Lenten season.

MINISTRY START-UP DATES AT A GLANCE
Information and registration materials coming soon!
+ SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL: September 9
+ Jr. GOYA: September 10
+ FAITH/JOY: September 21
+ KOINONIA MEN’S MINISTRY: September 9
+ PHILOPTOCHOS: End of September—TBD

+ GREEK SCHOOL: September 11 (youth) 9/13 (adults)
+ GOYA: September 10
+ HOPE: September 19
+ SENIOR SYNAXIS: August 16
+ MARRIAGE MINISTRY: September 28
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Continued from Page 1 - Reflecton from Fr. Sotiri
To help each other to enter the kingdom of heaven.
In order for this goal to be reached, we strive as couples to work on togetherness and build our
marriages with prayer and attention to God's will. Some practical advice from St. John Chrysostom is the
following:
1. Build each other up. “Show her that you value her company, and prefer being at home to being
out. Esteem her in the presence of your friends and children. Praise and show admiration for her good
acts” (St. John Chrysostom).
2. Never reprimand or express a complaint in front of others. “If you ever have to discuss something, do it with much compassion. Approach your spouse with humility and be sure that your words are
full of grace and kindness” (St. John Chrysostom)
3. Pray together at home and at Church.
4. Avoid using language such as “mine” and “yours.” “Don’t complain about all my clothes! I
haven’t spent anything of yours; I’m still wearing my own clothes bought with the inheritance my parents
gave me. . .What can be worse than this sort of language?”
5. Use terms of endearment, honor, and love. Never call each other by name alone. Specifically,
Chrysostom directs his comments towards the husband: “If you honor her, she won’t need honor from
others; she won’t desire praise from others if she enjoys the praise that comes from you.”
I pray these few spiritual vitamins be a source of inspiration to all with the prayers that our Lord
who blessed the Wedding at Cana of Galilee, continue to bless all of us with patience and enlightenment in
our marriages. As we chant in the Marriage service, “crown them with glory and honor.” May this glory
and honor be with us always.

MARRIAGE MINISTRY
Loukas Jonson | LoukasJonson@gmail.com

The Marriage Ministry will be holding its next social event on Friday, July
20th at 7:30 p.m. at the Pinstripes bowling alley located at 1150 Willow Road,
Northbrook Please join us for some bowling, food, and mid-summer fellowship! A calendar of events for the ecclesiastical year will be forthcoming. We look
forward to a great year of fellowship and growing together in our marriage journeys. If you need any information or would like to participate in our future
meetings, please contact Loukas Jonson at LoukasJonson@gmail.com.

OUR BEAUTIFUL FEASTDAY CELEBRATIONS:

Due to our
construction project, we received the paternal blessings of His Eminence Metropolitan NATHANAEL to hold our Feastday Services at SS. Peter and Paul in
Glenview. We thank our sister parish for their philoxenia, and also appreciate
the lovely fellowship receptions sponsored after the services by Philoptochos and
Senior Synaxis. Ascension was honored to celebrate with His Eminence as well
as many clergy and chanters from throughout the
Metropolis of Chicago.
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THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST
Celebrated on August 6th
The
Feast
Transfiguration

of

the

of Our Lord,
God and Savior Jesus Christ is
celebrated each year on August 6. The
feast commemorates the
transfiguration or metamorphosis of
Christ on Mount Tabor, when our
Lord appeared in His divine glory
before the Apostles Peter, James and
John. Jesus took these three Apostles
with Him up a mountain, and while
they were on the mountain Jesus was
transfigured. His face shone like the
sun and His garments became
glistening white.

"This is my beloved Son, with whom I
am well pleased; listen to Him." When
the disciples heard this they fell on
their faces filled with awe. Jesus came
to them and told them not to be afraid.
When the three looked up they saw
only Jesus. As Jesus and His disciples
came down the mountain, He told
them not to speak of what they had
seen until He had risen from the dead.
The icon of the feast directs our
attention toward the event of the
Transfiguration and specifically to the
glory of God as revealed in Christ. This
event came at a critical point in the
ministry of our Lord, just as He was
setting out on His journey to
Jerusalem. He would soon experience
the humiliation, suffering, and death
on the Cross. However, the glorious
light of the Resurrection was revealed
to strengthen His disciples for the trials
that they would soon experience.

Moses and Elijah appeared with
Christ, talking to Him. Peter declared
how good it was for them to be there
and expressed the desire to build
three booths for Moses, Elijah and
Christ. This reference to the booths
could imply that this occurred during
the time of the Feast of Tabernacles when the Jews would be
The feast also points to the great and glorious Second
camping out in the fields for the grape harvest; for this Feast
had acquired other associations in the course of its history, Coming of our Lord and the fulfillment of the Kingdom of
including the memory of the wanderings in the wilderness God when all of creation will be transfigured and filled with
light.
recorded in the Book of Exodus in the Old Testament.
While Peter was speaking, a bright cloud
overshadowed them. A voice came from the cloud saying,
(Icon and adapted text from the Archdiocese Website)

What is Paraklesis?
Paraklesis is the Greek word

used for a service of a supplicatory
canon. The Paraklesis Service is a service of supplication for the welfare of
the living. It is addressed to the Most Holy Theotokos or a Saint whose
intercessions are sought through the chanting of a supplicatory canon and
other hymns. To supplicate or intercede, means to ask something on behalf
of someone else. The most popular Paraklesis Service is that in which the
supplicatory canon and other hymns are addressed to the Most Holy
Theotokos. During the Supplicatory Canon we are asking the Theotokos, or
Mother of God, to intercede for us before God.
When is the Paraklesis to the Most Holy Theotokos celebrated?
Though it may be celebrated at other times during the year (in time
of particular need or at the request of one of the faithful), it is traditional
that the Paraklesis Service, with the chanting of either the Small or Great
Supplicatory Canon to the Most Holy Theotokos, be celebrated on evenings
during the Dormition Fast (August 1st through 14th) except on Saturday evenings, on the eve of the Transfiguration
(August 5th), and on the eve of the Dormition (August 14th) when no Paraklesis is celebrated.
According to Fr. Theodore Dorrance, a Vicar of the Northwest, the Paraklesis is one of the most beautiful
services of the Church. Many people have memorized the text and have these consoling words available to pray on any
occasion.
Please join us in prayer to supplicate Panagia at the Paraklesis Services that will take place during the
15-day period (Thekapentavgousto) that leads up to the Feast of the Falling Asleep of the Theotokos on August 15th.
Services will be held in the Chapel at the 1221 Riverwoods House. (Parking is available in the gravel lot just north of
the house, in between the house and the church construction project.) A schedule of services can be found on page 12.
(Adapted texts from the Archdiocese and Antiochian Archdiocese Websites.)
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continued from page 2 —Parish Council Update
our fundraising journey. If you have the financial ability, please come forward now and help us get to the top of the
mountain that we have been climbing for several years. With your added help, we can reach the top.
This is a critical time for our Church family. We are not only building a new Church to accommodate increased membership but to continue to build and improve the extremely important ministries that serve our members and families. That is our mission! That is the mission of good Orthodox Christians!

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN AND CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
We continue to make excellent progress in building our new Church

and our ministries and
related space. Our thanks and continued prayers to all who are working so hard to ensure that our dream becomes a
reality. We are happy to report that the parish succeeded in raising more than $250,000 in new contributions between
Pascha and Pentecost during the Double the Donation Match Campaign! We would like to sincerely thank the anonymous
donor who offered to match that amount, bringing our parish $500,000 closer to building debt-free! The philotimo
demonstrated through this act of giving by our anonymous donor is immeasurable! Likewise, we thank all of the generous donors who responded to this match campaign. Our target is in reach, but there is fundraising left to be done.
There is still time to include your family name on the Commemorative Donor
Recognition Wall which will be displayed in the new church. The Angel Donation
Recognition Categories are shown to the right. Please contact Fr. Sotirios if you are
interested in donating and being part of this historic opportunity to help build a
Greek Orthodox Church. We thank you for your love in coming together as a family to help build Our Faith—Our Church—Our Legacy.

Here are some answers to some commonly asked questions about
the construction project:
What is our target date for first service in our New Church ?
Our current target date for completion is during the first calendar quarter of 2019, but we hope to complete construction earlier than that, weather and other conditions permitting.
What progress has been made to date?
Site excavation, all foundation work (including for our unfinished basement), steel support, underground plumbing, concrete, masonry, carpentry, brick and HVAC are in various stages of completion
in our ministries and related space (offices, classrooms; conference rooms, kitchen, elevator, and basement) and the New Church concrete flooring, underground plumbing, radiant heat infrastructure and
new parking lot pad and curb is in.
What should we expect to see in the next few months?
Following delivery of our specialty steel order currently being fabricated to be delivered for our New Church dome
and support beams, you will see a flurry of activity as the Church steel support beams and walls around those beams
are erected. We also are targeting the next 2-3 weeks to start construction of a new right hand turn lane into our
Church as required by Lake County DOT.
Are we within our Construction Budget?
Yes. Our construction budget has a built-in $350,000 contingency and presently, we are well under that contingency. Based on present information, even with adding the $94,000 elevator at this time (discussed below), we will be
under budget upon completion.
What items are budgeted and expected to be present in our New Church complex upon the completion of construction?
Budgeted items include pews (but not the icon screen), audio system, kitchen equipment, all-masonry (brick), and an
unfinished 3,000 sq. ft. basement.
What items will be added later if additional funding becomes available from donors?

Iconography always has been excluded for practical as well as financial reasons as the new walls need to settle before iconography can start.

Flooring options beyond the kitchen and the bathrooms are not budgeted. Flooring materials, design and costs are
currently being assessed by the Construction Committee.

The Parish Council has recently approved the Construction Committee’s recommendation to begin the installation
of the elevator connecting the first floor with the basement given the economic and logistics benefits associated
with installing it while the building is under construction. The $94,000 cost has been added to our budget; however, the Church would welcome donations to cover the cost.
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SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL.)
Christine Perakis | cperakis@comcast.net

Congratulations on a great year of Sunday
Church School! On May 20, 2018, we celebrated our graduates
(top right) and our ever-growing perfect attendance award recipients
and their families (bottom right). What a special time in our program
as its growth and strength truly shines year after year. We also recognized Suzanne Saric for her 10 years of work with our ministry and
thank her for all of her special and exceptional talents teaching our
children. (Top Left) Thank you to all for your continued support of
our ministry and a special “Thank You” to our Sunday Church School
families for contributing to our “SCS Ministry Capital Campaign”
pledge where we gathered and donated $1,070 for the building of our
new church (bottom left! This donation will be recognized on the donor wall and with a brick. We wish all of your
families a wonderful summer and hope to see
your children in Church over the summer too.
Summer is here and our SCS ministry is
working hard on planning for the upcoming 2018-2019 school year. Registration will be available
in late July, so please keep checking Ascension’s website for updates and developments. Please
plan to attend the 3rd annual “Mid-summer Social” on July 29, 2018 hosted by our Men’s Koinonia. Immediately after Liturgy, join us for hot dogs, ice cream and fellowship!x
Have you made your pledge for Stewardship? To the Capital Campaign? July is “SCS
Shines” month! We want to show the strength of our ministry and would appreciate those of you
have yet to make your Stewardship Pledges for 2018 and Capital Campaign Pledge to do so in
July. Let us continue to show how strong our ministry is and how much it is growing. What a
wonderful way to show your overall support if our SCS families can submit their pledges before
July 31st. As always, we thank you for your continued support and dedication to this ministry
and this Parish. Both Stewardship and Capital Campaign pledge information is available on our
Church Website, and links are active on the SCS ministry home page for further convenience.
Finally, thank you to all of you for your well wishes and words of encouragement
throughout the years that I have been involved in this Ministry. Pure joy is how I can describe my experience in participating and directing the SCS program for the last few years. This is why I am excited that another dedicated parishioner of our Church can enjoy the same opportunity and bring her dedication, wisdom and excitement into the next
years of our program. With this being my last year of directing, with Fr. Sotiri’s blessing, I am pleased to announce
that my successor and new SCS Ministry Director is Katherine Schreiber (who has been our 4th grade teacher for the
past two years.). Ms. Schreiber is a very active, strong and positive member of our parish and our ministry. We thank
her for her dedication and we look forward to the continued success of the SCS Ministry under her leadership.

SENIOR SYNAXIS
Elaine Beck | 847.367.5227

Senior Synaxis members had
a great turnout at their June
gathering graciously hosted by
Mary Kakavas at her home. In
May, several seniors enjoyed a bus
trip to Starved Rock State Park in
Ogelsby, IL. Stay tuned for more
information on the annual Senior
Synaxis picnic scheduled for
August 16th. More details to
follow.
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS
Anna Duros: anna.duros@gmail.com

(Search “Ascension Philoptochos” on Facebook and “Like Us”)

Philoptochos members celebrated our past year
of philanthropy and philoxenia at our annual Celebration of Giving Dinner. The highlight of the evening was the video
presentation of the Holy Land narrated by Father Sotiri. I’ll take
this moment to thank our membership for their generosity of spirit
which is the heart and backbone of this ministry. Your loving support and participation drive us to extend our reach to those in
need. I hope even more of you willj oin us this fall as we start our
new Philoptochos year!
With love in Christ,
Anna Duros, Philoptochos President

KOINONIA MEN’S MINISTRY
Doug Hugdahl | dhugdahl@lightsourceunlimited.com

The Men’s Ministry would like to thank everyone
who supported our golf outing this year. With your generous support and participation we had one of our best outings yet. We want
to thank you all for helping us make a $25,000 donation to our
building fund which was matched by a generous donor.
We are now looking
forward to our Mid-Summer
Social on July 29th and our
Parish picnic on September
9th. We will also be hosting
our first Men’s Ministry Retreat on September 15th at the
Retreat Center.
All Ascension men are welcome to join
us in our effort to become better Christian Men.
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GREEK SCHOOL NEWS
Maria Theodorpulu | mariatheod@hotmail.com

Another blessed and fruitful school year in the life of Ascension Greek
School came to its end celebrating our students’ achievements. The End
of the 2017-2018 School Year Program for our students ages 4-12 took
place in the Gym of Daniel Wright Middle school with songs, poems
and Greek traditional dances dedicated
to Peace and Summer in Greece. Our
three 2018 graduates were also honored and recognized with diplomas and read their speeches in Greek making
their teachers, family and friends so proud off them. In their speeches they recalled nice moments from their Greek School life and thanked their teachers and
family for the opportunity they had to become
familiar with the Greek language and the Greek
Orthodox traditions.
The Adults / Adolescents 2017-18 Greek Language and Culture Program
was also attended and enjoyed by an increased number of students this year. The
end of the second semester was celebrated with a field
trip to Hellenic Museum in Chicago where the adult
students were impressed by the exhibition about the
first Greek immigrants in US. After the museum, everyone enjoyed Greek food and “παρέα” (company) at a
Greek restaurant.
The Greek School Principal and Teaching Staff would like to congratulate all
Ascension Greek School students for this year’s achievements, to thank all the Greek
School families and the supporters of our programs, and to wish all the parishioners
“Καλό Καλοκαίρι!” (A blessed and relaxing summer!)
Registration is now open for the 2018-19 school year and there are plans for
new exciting teaching material that will include the use of a digital platform! Please visit Ascension’s Greek
School page on the website for more information and to register.

STEWARDSHIP
Frank Kazas | fgkazas@gmail.com

Several weeks ago, Father Sotiri called a meeting

of all Ascension
Ministry leaders to plan for the upcoming Ecclesiastical Year. It was such an inspiration to hear about all the great accomplishments from the past 6-12 months from each
of our Ministries. Even more inspiring was hearing about each Ministry’s plans for
the next year when we’re able to take advantage of the space in our new Church!
Your Stewardship provides the foundation for our Parish Ministries and our
efforts in meeting the challenge of spreading Christ’s Word and our Orthodox Faith.
Stewardship is an opportunity to examine our priorities and values, to express our
thankfulness, to give of ourselves and to grow in grace. It allows us to participate in
the work of God. Giving is not a substitute for commitment – it is an expression of your commitment. Our
stewardship theme for the year reminds us of this: “Whatever you do work at it with all your heart as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving” (Colossians 3:23-24).
We are blessed to have so many thriving Ministries at Ascension, and in order to keep these Ministries
flourishing, we need our stewards to not only give of their treasures, but to get involved! Please take some
time to consider which Ascension ministries you can support and let the church office know where you can
help.
For more information about Ascension’s many ministries, please visit our website:
www.ascensiongoc.com/parish-ministries.
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+ HOPE will resume meeting on Wednesday, September 19th. This ministry is a
wonderful way to start your child off in the church. Children are able to use their senses
to take in all that our holy Church has to offer! They are able to come and spend time
with Fr. Sotiri, see the icons, chant hymns, and explore the Church. We have play time/
craft, prayer time, snack and fellowship. It is a wonderful way to come and meet other
moms! We hope you and your little ones can join us. HOPE is for children 40 days to 3
years old and meets on Wednesdays from 10—11 a.m.
+ FAITH/JOY The Faith/JOY ministry completed a wonderful and fruitful year studying
the Miracles of Christ! Throughout our meetings, the children participated in many
spiritually enriching lessons with Father Sotiri as well as activities and crafts to help them
learn and grow in their faith. The children gathered for many events including the
Christmas party/Mock Lock-In, Dive for the Cross event, Cheesefare Friday Pizza Party/
IOCC service project, and Lenten Mini-Retreat. The Faith and JOY ministry is for children
in grades K-5 and meets every third Friday of the month unless otherwise noted. The theme
for the upcoming 2018-2019 ministry year will be The Parables of Jesus. Stay tuned for
details! To enroll in this ministry or for any questions, please contact Desiree Petros or
Presvytera Stefanie at faithjoyascension@gmail.com.
+ JOY | Jr. GOYA Finishing up the school year, we enjoyed an evening out at Red
Robin for dinner and an end-of-the-year pizza celebration at the house. Thank you to all
the parents who brought your kids to our Monday meetings and helped host dinners for
them, and a big thank you to Christina Kyriakos for helping Fr. Sotiri this year. We are
on a summer hiatus but will be starting up again in the fall as Jr. GOYA only (6th-8th
graders) and meeting every other week, so please keep your eyes open for more
information and registration materials. We wish all of our youth attending Fanari Camp
this summer a blessed and fun experience! (See photo of first session attendees to the
right).
+ GOYA completed this memorable year with a farewell dinner
honoring our Seniors and welcoming our incoming GOYANs. As
always, this dinner is filled with fun, nostalgia, reflecting on what
GOYA means and of course faith and fellowship. We will miss our
graduating Seniors but will keep them close in our hearts and
prayers. Many of our GOYANs participated in the Metropolis
Junior Olympics capturing a few medals (photo to left). As
important. they were all noteworthy representatives of our
Ascension of Our Lord Parish. We have activities planned for the
summer including occasional coffee talks, an outing on July 31 to
downtown Chicago and Greektown and a fireside chat on August
13 following the Paraklesis Service to the Panagia. Please join us specific information on the events will be available in the weekly
bulletin. Have a wonderful summer and see you in Church!
+ OCF Parents of recent high school graduates, have you heard of OCF--Orthodox Christian Fellowship? It’s an
organization that can be found on many college campuses throughout the country. They help keep the Orthodox
faith alive in your student while they are away at school. Please visit ocf.net to find out if there is a group on your
student’s campus. Additionally, we’d like to keep your student connected to Ascension of Our Lord while they are
away at school. We send them email updates throughout the year which directs them to online resources and
informs them of conferences, retreats, scholarship opportunities, and service-oriented trips. Please submit your
student’s email address to Caity Anast at anast1028@gmail.com so we may add them to our email list.
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2018 STEWARDS OF THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
Stewardship is the glorification of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Stewardship is recognizing that we belong to Him as a
human being in His grace, that the Church is not the building, but the body that gathers for worship and leaves for ministry!
It is having the will to put forth the effort to please Him and to exercise the gifts that He has given us by not letting them
waste away.

STEWARDSHIP LIST AS OF JUNE 30, 2018
We thank the following 259 families that have made their Stewardship Pledge of time, talents and treasures for 2018.
To date, $332,259 has been pledged. Those who have not yet made their pledge, please do so today.
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Paul Adams
Mr. & Mrs. Paul A. Adams
Mr. & Mrs. Evan Adams
Mrs. Tasia Alexakos
Mr. & Mrs. Deno Alexakos
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Anagnos
Mr. Joel Smith & Mrs. Tina Anagnos
Mr. & Mrs. George Anagnostopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. James Anast
Mr. & Mrs. John Anastopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Gerard Anaszewicz
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Anest
Miss Eleni Angelos
Mr. & Mrs. Antonio Anteliz
Mr. & Mrs. John Anton
Mrs. Neova Antonak
Mr. George Apergis
Mrs. & Mr. Gus Arvanitis
Mr. Aristides Assimacopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Basil Athenson
Mrs. Laura Bakakos
Mrs. Theofania Bartholomew
Mrs. Vivian Batsakis
Mrs. Elaine Beck
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Beiriger
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Bekiaris
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Belmonte
Mr. & Mrs. Dino Beris
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Besbeas
Mr. & Mrs. John Best
Mr. & Mrs. Trent Blasco
Mr. & Mrs. Constantine Bolos
Mr. & Mrs. James Bologeorges
Mr. & Mrs. Constantine Bolos
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Bolos
Mrs. Kathy Booras
Mr. & Mrs. Casey Brej
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Buhler
Mr. Constantin Caparos
Mr. & Mrs. Salvatore Cardone
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Carlson
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey L. Carlson
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Carson
Mr. Fred Chapekis
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Chatzidakis
Mr. & Mrs. Jaime Childs
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Chilis
Mr. Constantine Christ
Mrs. Dolores Christ
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Christ
Mr. George Christie
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Connolly
Mr. & Mrs. James Couvall
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Curran
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Cyrus
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Delfield
Dr. Demetra Deligiannis
Mrs. Virginia Deliyannis
Mr. & Mrs. Louis F. Demas
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Demet
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Demos
Mr. Ralph Dilorenzo
Drs. Aristeidie Diveris & Amelia
Bartholomew
Mrs. Vicki Douvlis
Mrs. Mary Drinis

Ms. Connie Dumas
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Duros
Miss Brittany Ebarle
Mr. & Mrs. John Esser
Mr. & Mrs. James T. Facklis
Mrs. Marie Falkides
Mr. & Mrs. George B. Filley
Mrs. Tina Foutris
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Frentzas
Mr. & Mrs. Gust Gatsis
Mrs. Georgia Geannopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Georgacopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Gillett
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Goldenstein
Rev. Fr. & Presb. James S. Gordon
Mr. Leland Gough
Dr. & Dr. Thomas Gough
Mr. & Mrs. Panagiotis Gountanis
Mrs. Mary Govostis
Ms. Lela Gramatis
Ms. Mary Irene Greub
Mr. & Mrs. George Hefner
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hermes
Mrs. Maita Houpis
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Hugdahl
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Ittounas
Mr. & Mrs. Loukas Jonson
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Kain
Mrs. Mary Kakavas
Mr. & Mrs. Evan Kakis
Ms. Olga Kalis
Ms. Valerie Kalis
Mr. Frank Karagiannis
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Karahalios
Mr. Vasilios Karahalios
Dr. & Mrs. George Karalis
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Karanikolas
Mr. & Mrs. George Karas
Dr. & Dr. Frank Karkazis
Mr. & Mrs. George Karkazis
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Karousos
Mr. & Mrs. Spiro Karras
Mr. Louis Kartsimas
Mr. & Mrs. Demetri Katsulis
Mrs. Chrys Kaulentis
Mr. Sam Kavathas
Mr. George Kazantzis
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Kazas
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Kazas
Mr. & Mrs. Constantine Kazeos
Mr. Spiro Kircos
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas S. Kiriakos
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Koclanes
Mrs. Mary Kokinis
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Koliatsis
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Kondraros
Mr. & Mrs. James Konstant
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Kopplin
Mrs. Mary Korompilas
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Korompilas
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilios Kosmas
Mr. & Mrs. John Kostopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Kotarinos
Mr. & Mrs. John Kotsonis
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Kouretsos
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Kozonis
Mr. Loukas Kozonis
Mr. & Mrs. Jean Kozub

Mr. Daniel Kuesis
Mr. Dean Kurtis
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Kyriazopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Kyros
Mr. & Mrs. William LaFleur
Mr. & mrs. Bill Lambropoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Demetre Lambropoulos
Mr. & Mrs. George Lambropoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Lampros
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Lamson
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Lialios
Mr. & Mrs. Simos Limperis
Mr. Nick Livaditis
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Logothetis
Mr. & Mrs. George Logothetis
Mr. & Mrs. John Logothetis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Logothetis
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Loukas
Mr. Alexander Magdalinos
Rev. Fr. Sotirios & Presv. Stefanie
Malamis
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Malia
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Manglaras
Mr. & Mrs. Harilaos Mantzoros
Mr. & Mrs. Konstantine Maravelas
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Marinakos
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Marino
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Maris
Mr. & Mrs. James Maroudas
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Marx
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Metropoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Metropulos
Mr. Bill Metropulos
Mr. & Mrs. Kostas Metropulos
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Michelis
Mrs. Sylvia Mitsopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Monaghan
Mr. Luis Montero & Mrs. Maria
Theodoropulu
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Moore
Mr. & Mrs. George Mouzakiotis
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Murphy
Dr. & Mrs. Dean Nichols
Mr. & Mrs. James Nicolaou
Ms. Eva Nikellys
Mr. & Mrs. John Nikitas
Mrs. Pauline Norris
Mr. John Pantazis
Mrs. Maria Papagianis
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Papastefan
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Papastratakos
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Papavasiliou
Mr. & Mrs. Pat Pappas
Mr. & Mrs. Andreas Parashos
Mr. Elias Paschos & Mrs. Anastasia
Kokalias
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Patouhas
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Perakis
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Petropoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Petros
Mrs. Catherine Phillips
Mrs. Georgene Phillips
Mr. John Plafoutzis
Mr. & Mrs. Nondas Plesiotis
Mrs. Georgia Plevritis
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Poteracki
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Poulakidas
Mr. & Mrs. Steven N. Poulos

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Prousis
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Rader
Mr. & Mrs. George Revelas
Mr. Marc Rivette
Mr. & Mrs. Anastasios Rogaris
Mr. & Mrs. John Rogaris
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Rogers
Mr. & Mrs. David Rutkowski
Mrs. Maria Sakkos
Mr. & Mrs. James Saric
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sarris
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Schnekloth
Ms. Katherine Schreiber
Mr. & Mrs. David Scoco
Mrs. Bertha Sepsis
Mrs. Christine Sfondilis
Ms. Katherine Siavelis
Ms. Elaine Simos
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Sindles
Mr. Steve Sintetas
Mr. & Mrs. William Smirles
Ms. Dina Soteros
Ms. Patty Soteros
Ms. Carol Stamas
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Stamatis
Mr. & Mrs. Evangelos Stathakopoulos
Ms. Margarita Stergious
Mrs. Elaine Stevens
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Stevens
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Stevens
Ms. Kim Stuart
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sutherland
Mr. & Mrs. William Sutkay
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Syreggelas
Mr. & Mrs. Milt Taliadouros
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Taranko
Mrs. Anna Tasiopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. David Tegel
Mr. & Mrs. Conrad Theodore
Mr. & Mrs. John Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Treantafeles
Rev. Fr. & Presb. Demetrios
Treantafeles
Dr. & Mrs. Dean Tsarwhas
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Tsichlis
Mr. & Mrs. Demetri Tsilimigras
Mr. Tom Vabakos
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Valente
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Valessares
Mr. & Mrs. John Vavilis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Venetos
Dr. Tina Venetos
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Vergis
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Vincic
Mr. & Mrs. George Vlahos
Mr. John Vlahos
Ms. Maria Vlahos
Mrs. Pat Vlahos
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Xintaris
Mr. Spyros Xintaris
Mr. & Mrs. James Yannakopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Perry Zafiriades
Mr. & Mrs. John Zis
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+ WORSHIP SERVICES +

+ DATES TO REMEMBER +

Sunday Orthros: 8:15 a.m.
Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Divine Liturgy temporarily takes place at
Daniel Wright Middle School
1370 Riverwoods Rd, Lincolnshire
Unless otherwise noted, weekday services and August
Paraklesis Services take place in the chapel at the home
Ascension has rented during the construction period
(see address below)

Sunday, July 29—Mid-Summer Social following Liturgy

+ PARISH INFORMATION +
Ascension of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church
Mailing address:
1207 Riverwoods Road, Lincolnshire, IL 60069
Phone: (847) 482-1200 Fax: (847) 482-9566
Temporary Office and Chapel Location:
1221 N. Riverwoods Rd., Lake Forest
(immediately south of the church)
Website: www.ascensiongoc.com
Fr. Sotirios P. Malamis, Proistamenos
Church Office Hours:
Monday – Friday: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

+ VESPERS AT ASCENSION+
Saturdays at 5 p.m. unless otherwise noted
Upcoming Services at 1221 North Riverwoods Chapel:
August 4, 11, 18, 25

Ascension of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church
1207 Riverwoods Road
Lincolnshire, IL 60069

Wednesday, August 1—Fast of the Theotokos Begins
Sunday, August 5: Great Vespers @ Transfiguration
Monastery in Harvard @ 6:30 pm.
Monday, August 6—Transfiguration of Our Lord
Thursday, August 9—Fr. Sotiri serving Divine Liturgy @ Greek
American Rehab Center, Wheeling
Wednesday, August 29th—Beheading of St. John the Baptist
(Strict Fast Day) Services at St. John the Baptist, Des Plaines
August 31—September 3rd: Family Synaxis Labor Day Retreat
September 1—Beginning of the Ecclesiastical Year
8 a.m. Orthros | 9: a.m.: Divine Liturgy @ House Chapel
+ THEKAPENTAVGOUTSOS SERVICES+
Parakelsis Services begin at 7 p.m.and will be held in the
Chapel at the 1221 Riverwoods Rd. House
August 1: Small Paraklesis
August 2: Great Paraklesis
August 3: Small Paraklesis
August 7: Great Paraklesis
August 8: Small Paraklesis
August 9: Great Paraklesis
August 10: Small Paraklesis
August 13: Small Paraklesis
August 14 @ 7 p.m. - Great Vespers @ Assumption Churches,
Chicago, Hegewisch, Homer Glen and Racine, WI
August 15 - Falling Asleep of the Theotokos

