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+ Reflection +
from
Fr. Sotiri
The Mystery of Repentance & Confession
It is told that St. Jerome, as he lived in Palestine and
worked in the cave of Bethlehem where our Savior was
born, had a wondrous vision on Christmas. Jesus Christ
appeared to him as a child and asked him: “Jerome, when
everyone presents something to me, what are you going
to give me?” “My virtues and prayers,” answered St. GOYA WOULD LIKE TO THANK all who attended and supportJerome. “This is good, but what else?” “My heart, my ed the Youth Sunday Brunch on February 21st at the Royal Melsoul, and all of myself!” “I accept that, too, but I want bourne Country Club. The comments GOYANs shared about the
something else from you as well.” “But what else should I bonds they have established with each other at Ascension exempligive You, Lord?” wondered the ascetic. “Give me your fied the theme they chose for this year’s brunch: “We’re All In This
sins!” The Blessed Jerome began to cry brokenheartedly. Together.” May God always watch over and protect the wonderful,
He asked through tears: “Why do you need my sins, talented and faithful youth of our Parish.
Lord?” Our Lord replied, “I want to take them on
sin. What is sin? Sin is the greatest evil that exists. It
myself!”
destroys both the body and soul. It makes both this life and
This story exemplifies how God feels towards each one of eternal life bitter. Sin causes discord in families, quarrels
us. In fact, to show that there are no bounds to the measure among neighbors, and disagreements among relatives. It
of His love and forgiveness, Jesus told the parable of the starts the fire of malice among people. It makes the soul
Prodigal Son. The central figure of the story is not the proud and embittered. It poisons the heart with envy. In
prodigal son, but the father who stands at the door of his short, sin separates us from God. The only cure for sin is to
home waiting for his foolish and errant son to return. And seek forgiveness through the Sacrament of Confession. The
when he sees him returning, he runs out to embrace him.
Christian burdened with sins goes to the priest with deep
As we embark on our journey through Great Lent, we repentance in his or her soul, and with a sincere desire to
come to realize that the story of the prodigal son is our own change.
story. The self-willed departure, the blameworthy life, the
One of the greatest examples in the Bible of repentance is
misery; followed by repentance, return and forgiveness. We found in the parable of the Prodigal Son. The parable reveals
all have lived this – and how many times. Essentially, the what one must do to repent for his sins; but at the same time,
story focuses on a sacrament of the Church that it reveals the unconditional love our Heavenly Father has for
unfortunately has become known as the “forgotten” us. When we return to Him for forgiveness, He accepts us
sacrament.
with no probation, no punishment, and no incrimination but
The “forgotten” medicine for the faithful of God, Holy with open arms. Immediate acceptance and forgiveness!
Confession, affords us the opportunity to wipe away all of
After the Prodigal Son had squandered his father’s money
our sins and start life over again. This short article by no enticed by the world and all its sinful allurements, the
means is a treatise for this great Sacrament for this subject Parable tells us that the young man came to his senses. The
presupposes extensive study; however, it is simply a brief young man, who was passing his days in sin, living a life of
reminder that during Great Lent, we all should be going to shame, thought nothing else but to return to his father in
Confession. I pray and hope this article will help us to have repentance. “I will arise and go to my father, and will say to
a better and concrete understanding on how to prepare for him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you,
this Holy Mystery.
Why do we need confession? The answer is because we
Continued on page 5
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OUR STEWARDSHIP MINISTRIES

PARISH REGISTRY

Rev. Fr. Sotirios P. Malamis, Proistamenos

BAPTISMS

Parish Ministry Team

2/6/16

Acolyte Ministry: Fr. Sotirios Malamis
Chanters: George Apergis, George Houpis, Paul Lillios,
Nick Papastratakos, Isidoros Xilas
Custodian: Paul Garza III
Greek School Director: Maria Theodoropulu
GOYA: Fr. Sotirios Malamis, Carol Stamas
HOPE: Presvytera Stefanie Malamis
FAITH/JOY: Desiree Petros, Presvytera Stefanie Malamis
JOY & Jr. GOYA: Fr. Sotirios Malamis, Aimiliane Lialios,
Stephanie Voelker
Koliva: Andrea Rogers
LOGOS: David Rutkowski
Men’s Ministry: Doug Hugdahl
Office Secretary: Renee Maltezos
Parish Council: Tom Kiriakos (President), Nick Marino (VicePresident), Harold Anagnos (2nd Vice President), Doug Hugdahl
(Treasurer), David Rutkowski (Asst. Treasurer), Tom Papastefan
(Asst. Treasurer, Capital Campaign), Diane Sigalos (Secretary), Bill
Athenson, Robert Buhler, Mia Connolly, Bob Mantzoros, Alex
Marx, Carol Stamas, Tom Vabakos, and Peter Venetos.
Philoptochos President: Anna Duros
Senior Synaxis President: Elaine Beck
Sunday Church School: Christine Perakis
Webmaster & Newsletter Editor: Suzanne Saric

Konstantino, son of Tom & Eleni
Kouretsos
Sponsors: Bill & Elaine Galanis

MEMORIAL SERVICES
2/7/16

2/14/16
2/28/16

Athanasios Malioufas (1 year)
Vasiliki Malioufas (6 yrs)
Louis (Elias) Sigalos (5 years)
Theodoros Pappas (1 yr)
Panayiota Katsiropoulos (40 days)

UPDATE FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
Tom Kiriakos | 312.925.8864
The Parish Council remains focused on our building plans.

The renewed capital campaign is off to a terrific start, but we need to continue to build on its extremely positive initial momentum.
Please see the separate update from the Capital Campaign Committee on page 11 of this newsletter. Do not
hesitate to reach out to Father Sotirios or any of the Capital Campaign Committee members with any questions concerning the campaign. Also, we hope soon to have the wonderful video of what our building plans
will look like once they are fully realized accessible through our website for those who have not yet seen it;
or, like many of us, would like to see it a second or a third time! This video was prepared by our new architect, Bill Kokalias, and has been shown at each Capital Campaign presentation. The Construction Committee is moving ahead on a parallel path. Its members hope shortly to go out to 6-8 general contractors/
construction firms for bids based on construction drawings that will be at least 50% completed. Our goal
continues to be, assuming the success of our capital campaign, to break ground some time before the end of
September.
We continue to thank everyone who has submitted their stewardship pledge cards for the 2016 calendar
year. For those of you who have not yet had the opportunity to do so, please do so at your convenience.
As you consider your own family’s pledge for 2016, please consider not only the financial (“treasures”) aspects of that pledge, but also what you are interested in contributing, and able to contribute, of your time
and talents to the health and growth of the Ascension. As our Parish continues to grow and thrive, our future will be even brighter with the greater involvement of our stewards in the ministries, both old and new,
of our church. Again, please consider increasing your own involvement! Thank you.
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PARISH NEWS


ON BEHALF OF THE ASCENSION PARISH FAMILY, we wish you a blessed and spiritual Lenten season and
invite you to take part in all of the beautiful services that will be offered throughout our Lenten journey. A
schedule of Divine Services for Great Lent and Holy Week is available on our website. Kali Sarakosti!



CONFESSIONS—Fr. Sotiri will hear confessions throughout Lent up until the week before Holy Week. Please call
the Church Office to make an appointment.



NURSING HOME RESIDENTS AND HOME-BOUND PARISHIONERS: If you know someone who is in a
nursing home or is home-bound, and they would like Fr. Sotiri to visit them, please contact the church office.



OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHIES TO George Mussie whose beloved brother, Peter Mussie, fell asleep in the Lord in
February in California. May his memory be eternal.



WEDNESDAYS DURING OUR GREAT LENT: Pre-Sanctified Liturgies will begin at 6 p.m. preceded by the 9th
Hour at 5:30 p.m. A Lenten dinner will follow the Liturgies. Dinner hosts and speakers/topics are as follows: 3/16:
Philoptochos | Dr. Ary Christofidis presents “In the Presence of a Holy Man: How St. Paisios Lived What He
Taught, and How We Can Learn From His Example.” 3/23: Parish Council | Fr. Treantafeles presents “Inspecting
Our Inner World Amidst A World in Crisis.” 3/30: Greek School | Life of St. John Maximovitch; 4/6: Koinonia
Men’s Ministry | Fr. Sotiri presents “On Violence and the Cross”; 4/13: Sunday Church School | Fr. Sotiri presents
“Our Thoughts Determine Our Lives.” 4/20: Senior Synaxis. Palm Crosses will be made that day.



CELEBRATION OF BOOKS – The annual celebration of books will once again take place at Holy Apostles Church
in Westchester, on Sunday, March 27th through Thursday, March 31st. This year’s keynote speakers will be Dr.
Lewis Patsavos and Rev. Dr. George Dokos. Lenten services will precede each presentation. For more information,
visit: www.holyapostleschurch.com



FAMILY SYNAXIS – Are you looking for something to do as a family during Great Lent? Take advantage of the
Family Synaxis Lenten Retreat and make it a part of your Lenten Journey. This full-day retreat will be held on
Saturday, April 2nd at St. Spyridon Church in Palos Heights. This year’s theme is: “Family Forgiveness”. E-mail
questions to Chicago.FamilySynaxis@gmail.com or call Eleni Anast at 708/250-0034. Reserve your spot today!



ASCENSION’S ANNUAL LENTEN COSTS exceed $7,000. During our journey through Lent as a Parish family,
we humbly request any contributions to offset these costs. To make a donation, please contact Renee Maltezos at
the Church office (847.482.1200 or renee.maltezos@ascension.com).
Flowers to adorn the icon of the Theotokos each of 5 Fridays during the Service of the Salutations
Incense
Oil/Unction
Flowers for the Icon of the Annunciation March 25th
Daffodils for the Veneration of the Holy Cross
Vigil Lights and Candles
Palms
Flowers for the Icon of Palm Sunday
Flowers for the Mystical Supper (Holy Wednesday evening)
Wreath on the Cross (Holy Thursday evening)
Flowers for the Nymphios (Crucified Christ)
Flowers that adorn the Epitaphio
Rose Water and Rose Petals and Green Bay Leaves
Flowers for the Anastasi (Resurrection icon)
Easter Lilies
Priest’s Pascha Candles
Shuttle transportation
Lincolnshire Traffic Control
Cheese & Olives
Tsourekia
Fresh Fruit
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LENTEN EVENTS ACROSS THE CHICAGO METROPOLIS
For links to each event, visit www.ascensiongoc.com

Wednesdays throughout Lent

Sundays throughout Lent

March 12

March 20

March 26

March 26

April 2

April 16

March 27 - March 31
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Continued from page 1
and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.’” The young man arose and went to his
father. “But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.”
How amazing is the compassion shown by this father? His tender actions show us that he never ceased looking for the return of his son, just as God always longs for the return of every sinner. The Prodigal son’s example of confession and repentance shines a bright light into all of our darkened hearts and souls; because the Prodigal knew that the only way he would be
forgiven was if he returned and confessed to his father.
Upon seeing the sincere repentance of his son, the father responds joyously. He celebrates his homecoming as one who
came alive from the dead. “Bring out the best robe and put it on him,” says the father to his servants, “…bring the fatted calf here and
kill it, and let us eat and be merry; for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.”
A priest-theologian tells us that we can save our soul only in two ways; either by not sinning at all, or by repenting for our
sins. Since among us there are no sinless ones, if we want to be reconciled with God Whom we anger with daily transgressions
of His holy will, there is only one thing left for us to do; to repent sincerely and openly. God will receive us just as the compassionate father in the Prodigal Son. He awaits for our return for this was the reason He came into the world.
As Great and Holy Lent draws near, let us utilize the fast and the Lenten Prayer services to offer ourselves a self-evaluation.
Let us look into the mirror and be self-condemning. All of us, and I being the first, can relate very well to the Prodigal Son. At
one time or another, we have abandoned our Heavenly Father’s house and have strayed from the path that has been set before
us. When the Prophet David committed a serious offense before God, he looked for a sacrifice worthy for the atonement for
his great sin: and he did not find a better sacrifice than humility and a broken and repentant heart. The Prodigal Son decided it
made more sense to return to his father that to continue in sin, which would eventually take his life.
The Sacrament of Confession is a gift of healing for all of us we as well as a medicine we need. It will restore us back to
God’s loving arms! He waits for all of us to return to Him! So, then let us run hastily to our Lord Jesus Christ through the
powerful and soul-saving Sacrament of Confession. Let us give our lives to Him, so in turn we may find out what life is truly
all about.

SERVICES TO ATTEND DURING GREAT LENT…
Many times when we think of Great Lent, the idea of fasting is the first thing that comes to mind.

However, there are
many aspects to the period of Great Lent. Some Orthodox theologians refer to the “three pillars” of Great Lent: being FASTING,
PRAYER and ALMSGIVING. We are called to fast, but at the same time to increase our prayer life and help those in need. One’s
prayer life can pertain both to personal prayer done at home, and “corporate” prayer done within the worship services of our Church.
This Lenten period, take time to attend one of these Lenten Services if you have never done so before.
Great Compline: Compline is a worship service performed after dusk and concludes or “completes” the cycle of prayer for the day,
blessing the moment of passing from day to night. During Lent, it’s called the Great Compline and in addition to the many prayers
offered throughout the service, the beautiful and devout Prayer of Saint Ephraim is read. (Monday, 3/14 @ 6 p.m., The following
Mondays the service will take place at 5 p.m.: 3/28, 4/4, 4/11, 4/18.)
Pre-Sanctified Divine Liturgy: The Liturgy is called "Pre-Sanctified", because the consecration of the Holy Gifts takes place on the
preceding Sunday. This Liturgy offers more opportunities for the faithful to receive Holy Communion during Holy Lent. The question frequently comes up regarding fasting before the evening Pre-Sanctified Liturgy. The faithful should make every effort to eat a
light, Lenten lunch as close to 12 noon on the day of Liturgy and then keep at least a 6-hour fast before Liturgy. The Pre-Sanctified
Liturgies are preceded by Service of the 9th Hour - which, through the hymns and prayers, commemorate Christ’s death on the Cross.
(Wednesdays at 6 p.m., preceded by the 9th Hour at 5:30 p.m. 3/16, 3/23, 3/30, 4/6, 4/13, 4/20.)
Salutations to the Theotokos: The Service of the Salutations is known as one of the hymnological masterpieces of the Church. We
hear hymns expounding the belief in the Incarnation of the Lord and the salvation of believers in Him. The hymns are not only offered to the Virgin Mary, but also to St. John the Baptist, Gabriel the Archangel, the shepherds and the magi worshipping Christ. During the first four Salutation services, the Akathist Hymn is sung in parts. The Akathist Hymn is a profound, devotional poem which
sings the praises of the Holy Mother and Ever-Virgin Mary. This hymn comprises twenty-four stanzas, divided into four parts. One
part is sung on each Friday of Great Lent and on the fifth Friday, the entire set is sung in commemoration of a miracle performed by
the Virgin in Constantinople. (Fridays at 7 p.m. 3/18, 3/25*, 4/1, 4/8, 4/15) *Note: 3/25 is the Feast of the Annunciation with Orthros at
8:15 a.m. and Divine Liturgy at 9:15 a.m.)
Solemn Vespers: For the most part, this is a regular Great Vespers service, but it also includes many Lenten hymns and a few additions characteristic to Lent. There is also a “solemn” part of the service where the lights are dimmed and the altar coverings and vestments of the priest are changed from bright colors (used on Sunday, commemorating the Resurrection) to the darker colors going
along with the repentant theme of Great Lent. NOTE: Solemn Vespers will take place at Ascension on April 3rd at 7 p.m. (See
www.chicago.goarch.org for location of Sunday evening Solemn Vesper services throughout the Metropolis.)

Additional spiritual resources can be found on our website to support the Great Lenten journey we take
together as one parish family of the Ascension of Our Lord. Please visit www.ascensiongoc.com
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS
Anna Duros: anna.duros@gmail.com

(Search “Ascension Philoptochos” on Facebook and “Like Us”)

The Lenten season is a time of reflection and prayer, yet it is not a time of inaction. On the
contrary, it is a time to immerse ourselves in Lenten services, both Liturgical and community oriented.
Philoptochos would like to challenge everyone to step out of one’s comfort zone and try a new Lenten
period activity. Whether it's joining the Koliva team and learning how to make this memorial offering, to
learning icon decorating, we have many activities from which to choose. Please look at our schedule below
and contact Anna Duros at Ascensionphilo@gmail.com if you have any questions.
Wednesday, March 16th - Philoptochos hosts the Lenten supper following the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy.
Sunday, April 3rd at 7 pm - Solemn Vespers followed by fellowship.
Saturday, April 16th at 10 am - Bring donations beforehand and come on Saturday to help us "Fill the Bags"
for the homeless. For more information, contact Kathie Rutkowski (kittyrut@sbcglobal.net )
Saturday and Sunday, April 23rd and 24th - Our annual Palm Sunday Bake Sale. Please contact Patricia
Filley (pfilley@sbcglobal.net) and Debra Katsulis (debrakatsulis@yahoo.com) in advance of 4/23 if you
would like to help bake or make donations for ingredients.
Tuesday, April 26th - Help us Feed the Hungry at Annunciation Cathedral in Chicago
Friday, April 29th - Help host a Lenten lunch on Good Friday, volunteer to prepare the church and/or decorate the kouvouklion.
We will be sending out specific flyers for the various
events with contact information listed, so check your
emails for details. Please consider joining us in worship
and in service.

Kali Sarakosti,
Anna Duros. Philoptochos President

Below:
Philoptochos members volunteer for the 2015 Fill the Bag and
Feed the Hungry service projects.
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SENIOR SYNAXIS
Elaine Beck | 847.367.5227

Senior Synaxis enjoyed a lovely Valentine’s Day
gathering at Dover Straits on February 18th. More than 50 people from this vibrant ministry were in attendance! Thank you to
Arthur and Sophia Metropulos for your warm reception and delicious food. (See photos to the right and below).

On March 31st, the seniors
will be heading downtown
at 8:15 a.m. by bus to view
more than 5,000 years of Greek history and culture at “The Greeks:
From Agamemnon to Alexander the Great” exhibit.

On Wednesday, April 20th, Senior Synaxis invites the entire parish
for dinner and fellowship after the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy. We will all make palm crosses that will be used
on Palm Sunday. It’s a very heartwarming experience. Please join us! The more hands on deck that evening, the better!

Church Ride Sharing

Do you need a ride to church or
are you able to provide a ride for
someone else? Philoptochos can
help facilitate a match between
drivers and riders so everyone
who would like to attend church, or church meetings, is able. Thank you in advance for your help.
Please contact Annette Sutherland (847-224-7126
or ambsuther@comcast.net) to sign up.

BOOK STORE CORNER
Caity Anast | anast1028@gmail.com

Stop by our bookstore

and check out the
new books we have from St. Paisios, St. Porphyrios, and Elder Thaddeaus. Also, we have some
wonderful titles for children that would make
great Pascha presents: My Very First Book of Orthodox Words, The Monk Who Grew Prayer and The
Miracle of the Red Egg. Additionally,
we have some new icons of Sts.
Paisios and Porphyrios, Panagia
and Guardian Angel. Looking for
Lenten service books, we have
those too!
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GREEK SCHOOL NEWS
Maria Theodorpulu | mariatheod@hotmail.com

Pascha falls on May 1st
this year, 5 weeks after many

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
Christine Perakis | cperakis@comcast.net

With Spring approaching, we are looking forward to a blessed

of our friends who aren’t Orthodox will be celebrating the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Undoubtedly, you’re bound to be asked at
least once, if not 10 times this
year, why we, as Eastern Orthodox Christians, don’t celebrate
Pascha on the same day as our
friends in the Western Christian
Churches do. It’s a question
that’s been asked of most of us
our entire lives, especially when
the spread between the Western
and Eastern holiday spans more
than a month, as it does this year.
For those of us who never could
answer the question with complete confidence, here are a couple of fast facts:

Lent and time to reflect on our spiritual journey as we await Pascha.
Many special services and hymns are chanted throughout this spiritual
time and our SCS lessons will focus on the meaning of Lent, the
“journey” through it and the anticipation of the Resurrection. Our SCS
children will experience additional “church” time during some of these
special days such as the Sunday of Orthodoxy (3/20), and the Veneration of the Holy Cross, (4/3). On the Sunday of Orthodoxy, Sunday
school classes will be participating in the procession of the Icons around
the church. Students will either make icons in class, or bring an icon
from home for the procession.

The formula for Easter—"The
first Sunday after the first full
moon on or after the vernal equinox"—is identical for both Western and Orthodox Easters, but the
churches base the dates on different calendars: Western churches
use the Gregorian calendar, the
standard calendar for much of the
world, and Orthodox churches
use the older, Julian calendar.

On Wednesday, April 13, the Sunday School Staff will
be providing the light Lenten supper after the Liturgy
of the Presanctified Gifts. Please plan to attend as
this will be a wonderful faith and fellowship opportunity.
Finally, in upcoming weeks, students will
be given coin boxes to collect change for Orthodox
Missions. By teaching our children to give to those
who are needy, we are demonstrating to them one of
the important actions during Lent: Almsgiving.

The Eastern Orthodox Church
also applies the formula so that
Pascha always falls after Passover, since the Crucifixion and
Resurrection of Christ took place
after He entered Jerusalem to celebrate Passover. In the Western
Church, Easter sometimes precedes Passover by weeks, such as
in the case this year.

Please make sure to bring your children to SCS regularly so we can experience this journey together. (Please note that there will be no Sunday
school on March 27, April 24 and May 1.)

For a more in-depth explanation,
visit: http://www.goarch.org/
ourfaith/ourfaith7070
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+ HOPE:

It is hard to believe that Great Lent is upon us! In March, HOPE Group will participate in our
second Cheesefare Wednesday pot luck! Everyone brings a dish full of dairy so we can enjoy it during
Cheesefare Week! We will begin talking about Great Lent and make our Lenten Calendars. Each day our
calendar will help to keep us focused on this holy time. If you can, try to come to one of the Lenten services
that the church offers! It is a great way to participate in Great Lent as a family. Contact Presvytera Stefanie
with questions, or check the website for our calendar. (presstefanie@yahoo.com)

+ FAITH/JOY: During the Fast Free week, Faith/Joy indulged in a pizza
party on February 26th! We had a great time! Our upcoming events include
attending the Salutations service together. This is the service that we have
each Friday during Great Lent and it is dedicated to the Theotokos. On Friday,
March 18th, we will meet an hour before the service (6 pm) to discuss Great
Lent and make Lenten Calendars. Parents are welcome to join us from 6-7 pm
as Father will have a discussion for them during that time. Also, our group
will participate in a mini-Lenten Retreat on Friday, April 22 from 6:30 to 8:30
pm. More information to come. If you haven't attended any of our gatherings,
please consider joining us! It’s a great way not only to learn about our Orthodox faith, but also to get to know
and bond with the youth of our parish. Please contact Desiree or Presvytera at faithjoyascension@gmail.com,
if you have any questions.

+ THE ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY Many scholarships, internships
and other opportunities are available to Orthodox college students. Visit www.ocf.net to become informed,
and stay connected with Ascension’s OCF ministry by contacting Caity Anast (anast1028@gmail.com).

+ JOY | Jr. GOYA | GOYA: Don’t miss out on the upcoming activities offered to our youth through
Ascension, the Metropolis and the Archdiocese. Additionally, GOYA is going to Boston in early April! Stay
tuned to our next newsletter when we share our pictures and our experiences! Events are constantly updated
on our Church website, and we invite you to become a part of our vibrant ministries!

+ THE 2016 ORATORICAL FESTIVAL is gaining momentum at Ascension! If you
are in 7th – 12th grade, you are encouraged to participate in this program, which gives you the
opportunity to express your faith either through writing, speaking, drawing or poetry. All of
the details are on the Youth Pages of our website. For more information, contact Dr. Dean
Tsarwhas at tsarwhas1@gmail.com

+ JR. OLYMPICS MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND:
coaches!
Interested?
at etegel2@gmail.com.

See our website

Team Ascension is recruiting players and
for more information and/or contact Esther Tegel

Session 1: June 19 - 25
Session 2: June 26 - July 2
Session 3: July 10 - 16
Session 4: July 17 - 23
For 6th—11th graders
Registration opens March 14

Session 1: June 19 – July 8
Session 2: July 17 – August 5
For 9th—12th graders
Registraton opens March 1
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2016 STEWARDS OF THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
STEWARDSHIP LIST AS OF FEBRUARY 29, 2016
Jesus said, “Well done good and faithful servant.” He did not say, “Well said.” He did not say, “Well planned.” He
did not say, “Well thought.” And He did not say, “Well intended.” But He said, “Well DONE, good and faithful
servant.” The emphasis for us as Christians is in doing. We are called to give the best we have and to do the best we
can to promote God’s Kingdom on earth.
— Fr. Anthony M. Coniaris

We thank the following 185 families that have made their Stewardship Pledge of time, talents and treasures for 2016. To date, $257,255 has been pledged. Those who have not yet made their pledge, please
do so today.
Mr. & Mrs. Evan Adams
Mrs. Evelyn Adams
Mrs. Tasia Alexakos
Mrs. Tina Anagnos
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Anagnos
Mr. & Mrs. James Anast
Mr. & Mrs. Gerard Anaszewicz
Mrs. Helen Anteliz
Ms. Illiana Anthimiades
Mr. and Mrs. John Anton
Mr. & Mrs. James Antonak
Mr. George Apergis
Ms. Joann Aronis
Mr. & Mrs. Basil Athenson
Mrs. Vivian Batsakis
Ms Elaine Beck
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Belmonte
Mr. & Mrs. Dino Beris
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Besbeas
Mr. & Mrs. Constantine Bolos
Mrs. Kathy Booras
Mr. & Mrs.Casey Brej
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Mr. & Mrs. James Bruce
Mr. & Mrs.Robert Buhler
Mr. Constantin Caparos
Mr. Jeffrey L. Carlson
Mr. Fred Chapekis
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Chatzidakis
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Chilis
Mrs. Dolores Christ
Mr. Constantine Christ
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Connolly
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Curran
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Cyrus
Mr. & Mrs. Delfield
Mr. & Mrs. Louis F. Demas
Mr. Nicholas Demet
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Demos
Dr. & Dr. Aristedie M. Diveris
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Douvlis
Mrs. Mary Drinis
Ms. Connie Dumas
Mr. Lew Dumas
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Duros
Mr. & Mrs. Ross Economy
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Elisseou
Mr. & Mrs. John Esser
Mr. & Mrs. Christ Falkides
Mr. & Mrs. George B. Filley
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Frentzas
Mr. & Mrs. Gust Gatsis
Mr. and Mrs. Angelo Georgacopoulos
Ms Penelope Gillett
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Goldenstein
Mr. & Mrs. Panagiotis N. Gountanis
Mrs. Mary Irene Greub
Dr. & Dr. George Hefner

Mr. & Mrs. Dean Heotis
Mr. & Mrs.Harry Peter Hoopis
Mr. Alexander Horemis
Mr. & Mrs. George Houpis
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Hugdahl
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Ittounas
Ms Connie James
Mr & Mrs. Loukas Jonson
Mrs. Mary Kakavas
Ms Olga Kalis
Ms Lola Kallas
Mr. Spiro Kaplanis
Mr. & Mrs. John Karagiannis
Dr. & Mrs. George Karalis
Mr. and Mrs. George Karkazis
Dr. & Mrs. Frank L. Karkazis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Karlos
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Karousos
Mrs. Dorothy Kartsunes
Mr. & Mrs. Demetri Katsulis
Mrs. Chrys Kaulentis
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Kazas
Mr. & Mrs. Spiro Kircos
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas S. Kiriakos
Mrs. Ann Klein
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Kokalias
Mr. & Mrs. John Kokinis
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Kopplin
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilios N. Kosmas
Mr. & Mrs. John Kostopoulos
Mrs. & Mrs. John Kotsonis
Mr. Tom and Eleni Kouretsos
Ms Maria Kozonis
Mr. Dean Kurtis
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Kyriazopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Zeno Ladas
Mr. & Mrs. William LaFleur
Mr. Anthony lampros
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Lampros
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Lamson
Miss Nikoleta Lelis
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Lialios
Mr. & Mrs. Simos Limperis
Ms Magdaline Liosatos
Mr. & Mrs. Stelios Logarakis
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Logothetis
Mr. & Mrs. George Logothetis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter G. Logothetis
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Loukas
Mr. Alexander Magdalinos
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Maglaris
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Maglaris
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Maglaris
Rev. Fr. Sotirios & Presb. Malamis
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Manglaras
Mrs. Denise Maniatis
Mr. & Mrs. John Manolas
Mr. & Mrs. Harilaos Mantzoros

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Marino
Mr. & Mrs. Peter G. Maris
Mr. & Mrs. James Maroudas
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Marx
Mr. & Mrs. Eli McLean
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Metropoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Metropulos
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Mitsopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Mollsen
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Moore
Mr. & Mrs. George Mouzakiotis
Mr. George Mussie
Dr. & Mrs. Dean Nichols
Ms Eva Nikellys
Mr. & Mrs. George Palmer
Mrs. Elaine Palmer
Mr. & Mrs. John Pantazis
Mr. & Mrs. Gust Papas
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Papastefan
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Patouhas
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Perakis
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Petropoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Petros
Ms Catherine Phillips
Mrs. Georgene Phillips
Ms Georgia Plevritis
Dr.. & Mrs. Thomas K. Poulakidas
Miss Vasiliki Poulos
Mr. & Mrs. Steven N. Poulos
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Rader
Mr. Marc L Rivette
Mr. & Mrs. Anastasios Rogaris
Mr. John Rogaris
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Rogers
Mr. & Mrs. David Rutkowski
Mr. & Mrs. Andreas Sambanis
Mr. & Mrs. James Saric
Ms Katherine Schreiber
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schuppe
Mrs. Bertha Sepsis
Ms Christine Sfondilis
Ms Elaine Simos
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Sintetas
Mr. & Mrs. William Smirles
Mrs. Dina Soteros
Ms Patty Soteros
Ms Carol Stamas
Mr. & Mrs. Evangelos Stathakopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Stavropoulos
Mrs. Elaine Stevens
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Stevens
Ms Kim Stuart
Mr. & Mrs. John Svigos
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Taranko
Mrs. Anna Tasiopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. David Tegel
Mr. & Mrs. Conrad L. Theodore
Mr. & Mrs. Luis Montero

Mr. & Mrs. John X. Thomas Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Dean Tsarwhas
Dr. & Mrs. George Tsonis
Mr. Paul Vabakos
Mr. & Mrs. James Vaselopulos
Mr. & Mrs. John Vavilis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Venetos
Mr. & Mrs. John Vlahos
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Xintaris
Mr. & Mrs. James Yannakopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Perry Zafiriades
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
OUR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN “OUR FAITH…OUR CHURCH…OUR LEGACY”
The Capital Campaign Committee hopes that the Informational Meetings that have been held the past two months
have sparked interest and excitement towards getting involved in and supporting our Capital Campaign project. If
you haven't attended a meeting and would like to speak to
someone personally about this important initiative, please
contact one of the committee members listed below. As we
continue to communicate the committee's goals and explain
our fundraising needs,
please find it
in your hearts
to support the
building of our new church by offering your support to the best
of your abilities. We realize that this capital campaign initiative
is a very personal commitment for each of our families. Please
also feel free to contact Fr. Sotiri regarding your support and
participation at frsotirios@ascensiongoc.com/847.482.1200.
Stay tuned to the
bulletin and our
website for updates on this monumental event in the life of our
parish. Your
Committee Members:
prayerful assisHarold Anagnos, hanagnos90@gmail.com tance and moneRobert Buhler, robert.a.buhler@gmail.com tary generosity to
Mia Connolly, miaps@aol.com
this holy endeavor
Tom Papastefan, tompops1@comcast.net
is vital and greatly
Tom Kiriakos, tskiriakos@icloud.com
appreciated.

KOINONIA MEN’S MINISTRY
Doug Hugdahl | dhugdahl@lightsourceunlimited.com

The Koinonia Men’s Ministry is off to a good start in 2016.

Our first meeting was a meet
and greet where we welcomed many new members. At our March meeting, we were blessed to have the
Capital Campaign Committee join us to give us the tremendous presentation they have created. We have
set a goal for ourselves to support this amazing project with 100% participation from our members.
Moving forward, we will be hosting the Lenten Dinner on April 6th; sending out the Easter Greeting Cards
in mid April; and, last but certainly not least, hosting coffee hour on Mother’s Day in honor of every amazing woman in our Parish. Please also mark your calendars for The Ascension Golf Outing to be held on
June 24th.
If you would like more information regarding the Men’s Ministry, please contact Doug Hugdahl at (847)
910-6090 or dhugdahl@lightsourceunlimited.com.
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+ WORSHIP SERVICES +

+ PRE-SANCTIFIED LITURGY +

Sunday Orthros: 8:15 a.m.
Sunday Church School: 9:10 a.m.
Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday Evenings at 6 p.m.,
preceded at 5:30 p.m. by 9th Hour

+ PARISH INFORMATION +

3/16, 3/23, 3/30, 4/6, 4/13, 4/20

Ascension of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church
1207 Riverwoods Road, Lincolnshire, IL 60069
Phone: (847) 482-1200 Fax: (847) 482-9566
Website: www.ascensiongoc.com
Fr. Sotirios P. Malamis, Proistamenos
Church Office Hours:
Monday – Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

+ HERETISMI - SALUTATIONS TO THE THEOTOKOS +

+ VESPERS AT ASCENSION+

Saturday, March 12: 2nd Saturday of Souls
Orthos 8:15 a.m. | Divine Liturgy 9 :15 a.m.

Services in March: 3/19, 3/26 @ 5 p.m.
Services in April: 4/16, 4/23 @ 5 p.m.
Forgiveness Vespers: March 13 @ 5 p.m.
Solemn Vespers @ Ascension: April 3 @ 7 p.m.

+ GREAT COMPLINE +
Monday, 3/14: 6 p.m.
Monday 3/28 @ 5 p.m.
In April @ 5 p.m.: 4/4, 4/11, 4/18
+ ANNUNCIATION OF THE THEOTOKOS +

Friday, March 25th - Feast of the Annunciation
Orthros 8:15 a.m.—Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.
Followed by Doxology

Ascension of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church
1207 Riverwoods Road
Lincolnshire, IL 60069

Friday Evenings at 7 p.m.
3/18, 3/25, 4/1, 4/8, 4/15
+ DATES

TO REMEMBER+

Saturday, March 19: 3rd Saturday of Souls
Orthros 8:15 a.m. | Divine Liturgy 9: 15 a.m.
Thursday, April 14 @ 6 p.m. Great Canon of St. Andrew
April 23: Saturday of Lazarus
Orthros 8 a.m. | Divine Liturgy 9 a.m.
A Schedule of Divine Services for Great and Holy Lent is
available on our website at www.ascensiongoc.com.
Additionally, a Holy Week schedule will be mailed to your home.

