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+ Reflection +
from
Fr. Sotiri
The Salutations to the Theotokos
in Great Lent
Dear Beloved Brothers & Sisters in the Lord,
Our Holy Orthodox Church offers us the Great
Lenten period each and every year to help us change
our lifestyle in preparation for Pascha. It is a
difficult time of self-examination and self-denial; a
time for taking control of our lives and bodies. One
hymn of our Church describes Great Lent as a time
to “. . .put away the works of darkness, and put on
the armor of light, so that we may navigate the
immense ocean of Lent” (Hymn from Forgiveness
Vespers). The Fathers of the Church teach us that
this great “ocean of Lent” when lived properly and
spiritually, can be a source of strength that will carry
us throughout the year. Another purpose of the
Great Fast is to give us a greater awareness of our
dependence on God. It is a time to improve
ourselves and our relationship with God and our
neighbor. Like anything else in life, the more we
understand what is happening, the more we indulge
in the feast, the more we will experience God’s
healing presence in our lives.
The worship life of our Church contains beautiful
and solemn services, such as the Great Compline,
Pre-Sanctified Liturgy, as well as the Salutations of
the Theotokos, which give us special strength during
this period. Our Panagia, as we know, is the greatest
intercessor to our loving God.
The reason why our Church has integrated the
Salutations to the first 5 Friday evenings of Great
Lent is due to her role in our lives as one who
mediates on our behalf to her Son.
As one
theologian has stated: “Within this service, we all

The planning and execution efforts of the Gala Committee,
(pictured above courtesy of MVP Studio), were “groundbreaking”! See story on page 11.

supplicate our Mother to support us in our struggle
[of Great Lent]. To intercede for us to God for the
salvation of our souls and for a happy ending to this
struggle, that it may be peaceful and sinless, so that
with pure souls we will experience the Holy and
Awesome Passion of our Lord and then His bright
Resurrection. And the presence of the Panagia in the
world is great and salvific in our daily life...”
It is worth mentioning a historical event, as an
example and proof of the salvific intervention of the
Panagia in the history of the world:
In 626 A.D., while Emperor Heraclius with the
Roman army were away campaigning against Persia,
Constantinople was suddenly besieged by the Avars.
The Avars had rejected every proposal for a
ceasefire, and on August 6th they occupied the
Church of the Theotokos of Blachernae.
In
collaboration with the Persians, they prepared for
the final attack, while the Patriarch Sergios led a
procession around the city walls with the icon of the
Theotokos of Blachernae and encouraged the people
in resistance.
That night, a fierce wind, which was attributed to
divine intervention, created a storm at sea and
destroyed the enemy fleet, while the defenders
Continued on page 6
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PARISH REGISTRY
40-DAY BLESSINGS
2/11/17

Son of Scott & Christina Papavasiliou

1/15/17

Iliana, daughter of Maria and Nick
Polymenakos.
Sponsors: Nick and Elizabeth Kotis
Demetrios, son of Spiros and Dina Alikakos.
Sponsor: Peter Moraitis
Nikolette, daughter of Leo and Angelica Kontos
Sponsors: Jim and Sophia Koliatsis
Alexandra, daughter of Trent and Sarah Blasco
Sponsors: Jennifer & William Sutkay

BAPTISMS

2/11/17
2/26/17
2/26/17

FUNERALS
2/16/17 Servant of God, John Kokinis

MEMORIAL SERVICES
1/15/17
1/15/17
1/15/17
1/15/17
1/15/17
1/15/17
1/15/17
1/15/17
1/22/17
1/29/17
2/5/17
2/12/17
2/12/17
2/12/17
2/12/17
2/12/17

Harry Papagianis (40 days)
Dr. Charles Spirrison (40 yrs)
George Phillips (25 yrs)
Despina Phillips (21yrs)
Dorothy Gialelis (10 yrs)
Freida Rallis (8 yrs)
Peter Varzos (14 yrs)
Electra Varzos ( 12 yrs)
Sophia Demet (6 yrs)
Angeliki Michelis (40 days)
Helen Topping (40 days)
Louis Sigalos (6 yrs)
Jane Kannapes (1 yr)
Panagiotis Maheras (9 months)
Penelope Maheras (3 yrs)
Theodore Pappas (2 yrs)

+ May their memory be eternal +

UPDATE FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
Tom Kiriakos | 312.925.8864

The Parish Council wishes everyone in the Ascension family

a Blessed Great Lent! The
dates and times of all of our services are on our website, but we wanted to convey a special reminder regarding our five weeks of Wednesday Pre-Sanctified Liturgy services, beginning at 6:00 p.m., which are followed
by a fast-compliant fellowship dinner and then, by a guest speaker presentation, as well as our five weeks of
Friday vespers of Salutations to the Theotokos, beginning at 7:00 p.m. As Father has noted, while everyone’s
schedules are often very busy, the effort to attend these services as you are able will be a rewarding part of
your Lenten experience.
As we begin our Lenten journey, we begin it with the excitement of our progress with our building plans
and our capital campaign! As to our building plans, we are well into the general contractor bidding process,
having sought bids from three general contractors based on 100% drawings. So, our timeline for starting site
preparation and beginning construction in the late spring remains on track!
As to our capital campaign, we are building on the remarkable success of our Ascension Legacy Gala on
February 4th. A full report concerning the fundraising results of the Gala and our remaining donation opportunities, as well as our thanks to everyone who made it such a tremendous success, especially our event
Co-Chairs Amy Tsarwhas and Marcia Moore, everyone on their event committee, our anonymous donor, and
everyone else who gave so much so generously from their hearts, is on page 5 of this newsletter. As set forth
in greater detail there, we raised approximately $1,085,000 total from the Gala and from a major donation
that was made in the days thereafter. This outstanding result, together with our existing pledges and cash on
hand, brings us 83% of the way to our fundraising target of $7,500,000, leaving us $1,323,000 away
Continued on page 5
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PARISH NEWS
+ THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD WISHES YOU a blessed and reflective Lenten
journey and invites you to take part in all of the beautiful services that are being
offered throughout Great Lent. Please visit our website for service schedules, Lenten
resources, reflections and more: ascensiongoc.com/aboutus/great-lent-2017
+ CONFESSIONS: Fr. Sotiri will hear confessions throughout Lent up until the week
before Holy Week. Please call the Church office to make an appointment.
+ NURSING HOME RESIDENTS AND HOME-BOUND PARISHIONERS: If you know someone who is
in a nursing home or is home-bound, and they would like Fr. Sotiri to visit them, please contact the Church
office.
+ EVERY WEDNESDAY IN MARCH: Pre-Sanctified Liturgies will begin
at 6 p.m., preceded by the 9th Hour at 5:30 p.m. A Lenten dinner will
follow the Liturgy. Following dinner, join us for our Lenten Lecture Series!
This year’s line-up of enriching topics and inspiring speakers includes: 3/1:
Re-Orienting the Passions: Patristic Reflections of the Grace Filled Drives Behind
the Passions Fr. Andrew Kearns; | 3/8 The Holy 40 Martyrs At Sebasteia Winter is Bitter but Paradise is Sweet Alex Magdalinos | 3/15: Holy Marriage & Parenthood: Responsibilities and
Distractions Along the Way Dr. Ary Christofidis | 3/22: Living a Healthy Life: What the Holy Fathers Knew
About Key Factors Impacting Your Health Today Dr. Amelia Bartholomew | 3/29 St. Luke the Surgeon and the
Theology of Suffering Rev. Dr. Loukas Gikas. On April 5th, Senior Synaxis will be hosting dinner and Palm
Crosses will be made that evening. The 9th Hour and Pre-Sanctified Liturgy will begin at 5 p.m. on 4/5.
Please join us!
+ JOY/JR. GOYA PASCHA PLANT SALE: The JOY/Jr. GOYA youth
ministry will once again be taking orders for lilies and hydrangeas after
Liturgy. Plants will be ready for pick-up on Palm Sunday, just in time for
Pascha!
+ KOINONIA MEN’S MINISTRY PACHAL GREETING CARD: Once again this year, Koinonia Men’s
Ministry will be offering the Parish the opportunity to extend Paschal greetings to fellow parishioners
through its annual Pascha card fundraiser. Visit our website to download and print the form necessary to
participate, or call the church office. The deadline is April 3rd.
+ ASCENSION’S ANNUAL LENTEN COSTS: During our journey through Lent as a Parish family, we
humbly request any contributions to offset the costs of the items listed below. To make a donation, please
contact the Church office at 847.482.1200.
Incense
Nama Byzantino (Wine for Communion)
Flowers for the Icon of the Annunciation March 25th
Daffodils for the Veneration of the Holy Cross
Vigil Lights and CandlesPalms
Flowers for the Icon of Palm Sunday
Oil/Unction
Flowers for the Mystical Supper (Holy Wednesday
evening)
Wreath on the Cross (Holy Thursday evening)
Flowers for the Nymphios (Crucified Christ)
White Linen Sheet

Flowers that adorn the Epitaphio
Rose Water and Rose Petals and Green Bay
Leaves
Flowers for the Anastasi (Resurrection icon)
Candle Cup Holders
Priest’s Pascha Candles
Easter Lilies
Shuttle Transportation
Lincolnshire Traffic Control
Fresh Fruit
Greek Loukaniko (40 pounds)
Cheese & Olives
Tsourekia
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BOOK STORE CORNER
Caity Anast | anast1028@gmail.com

New titles have arrived just in time

for
your Lenten reading or Pascha gifts. For adults—
Becoming Orthodox, Parenting Toward the Kingdom,
The Road Back to Christ, and Our Thoughts Determine
Our Lives. For teens—Hear Me, Letters to
Lydia, and Keeper of the Light. For middle grade—
Shepherding Sam and Special Agents of Christ. For
babies and toddlers—Goodnight
Jesus and What Do You See at Liturgy? Additionally, service books
for the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy
and Heretismi are available for
purchase, plus prayer ropes,
icon bracelets, incense, and
more! The bookstore is open
for business Sundays after Liturgy; or, call the Church office during the week for
more information.

SENIOR SYNAXIS
Elaine Beck | 847.367.5227
Our Senior Synaxis was very active in January and February with members enjoying the
support and friendship they bring one another. Upper left: photos of the General meeting and Vasilopita Cutting that took place in
January; and, pictured below: Seniors gathered in February for a Valentine’s Day luncheon at Demetri’s Restaurant in Deerfield.

On Wednesday, April 5th, Senior Synaxis invites the
entire parish to make palm crosses for Palm Sunday,
following the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy and a Lenten
meal. Please join us! It’s an evening filled with
warmth and comradery, as we prepare together as a
Parish Family for Holy Week. Please note: The 9th Hour
and Pre-Sanctified Liturgy will begin at 5 p.m. on 4/5.
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continued from page 2 —Parish Council Update
from realizing our goal of remaining debt-free and building without any borrowing! As set forth
below, there are eight remaining major naming opportunities, as well as 6 pews and personalized
brick pavers. Please act fast on one of these opportunities as we are
ever closer to being able to build debt-free!
Last, but not least, the Parish Council joins the entire Ascension family in wishing Father Demetrios and Presbytera Treantafeles Xronia
Polla on the occasion of their 90th birthdays! Father and Presbytera,
nothing can adequately express our gratitude for the incredible love
and support that you both have shown and continue to show the
Ascension. Xronia Polla!!

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
Our Ascension Legacy Gala was a wonderful evening of fellowship—a time of agape,
excitement and celebration for our Ascension family and all of the friends who joined us. We again
wish to thank everyone who made it such a tremendous success, especially our event Co-Chairs
Amy Tsarwhas and Marcia Moore, everyone on their event committee, our anonymous donor, and
everyone else who gave so much so generously from their hearts! Thank you!!
Through ad book and ticket sales, Angel donations, and all other donations made that evening, the
Gala raised, after the payment of all of our expenses, approximately $835,000! In addition, an additional major donation of $250,000 was made in the days following the Gala! Thus, we raised approximately $1,085,000 total from the Gala and from a major donation that was made in the days
thereafter. This brings our total cash and pledges to approximately $6,177,000 -- 83% of the way to
our goal of $7,500,000.
Thus, we are only $1,323,000 away from realizing our goal of remaining debt-free and building
without any borrowing! So, please act fast on one of our remaining major donor naming opportunities:
·
Nave ($500,000)
·
Kitchen ($250,000)
·
Foyer ($150,000)
·
Gallery ($150,000)
·
Landscaping ($150,000)
·
2nd Multi-Purpose Room ($100,000)
·
Remaining Classroom ($75,000); and,
·
Community Center Stage ($50,000)
Also, our other remaining donation opportunities are Pews ($10,000), but we have only six (6) Pews
left, and Personalized Brick Pavers ($1,000).
If you would like to avail yourself of one of the remaining major donor naming opportunities, or to
donate towards any of these other remaining Donation Opportunities, please contact Fr. Sotirios in
the church office at 847-482-1200; or, email him at frsotirios@ascensiongoc.com.
Our Ascension Legacy Gala will be an evening many of us will never forget. Let us take this opportunity to continue to build on its remarkable success by striving to reach our goal of remaining debt
-free and building without any borrowing!
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Continued from page one—Reflection from Fr. Sotiri

caused huge losses to the Avars and Persians, who were forced to withdraw, siege and leave empty handed.
On August 8, 626, Constantinople was saved from its greatest, until then, threat in its history.
The people wishing to celebrate their salvation which they attributed to the assistance of the Theotokos,
gathered in the Church of the Theotokos of Blachernae. Then, according to tradition, the standing crowd
chanted what has come to be known as the “Akathist Hymn”, odes of thanksgiving to Panagia, ascribing to
her the victory and with gratitude chanting: “Τη υπερμάχω...To you the Champion Leader...”
This is just one of the countless examples of Panagia's intervention in the history of the world. Her mediation can redeem whole nations, let alone our soul, mediating to God on behalf of our salvation, redeeming
us from our passions. Through her, “trophies of victory are raised” and “enemies are defeated” (4th Stasis).
She is the “key to the doors of Paradise” (2nd Stasis) and the “bridge leading those from earth to heaven” (1st Stasis).
Tradition teaches us that the Akathist Hymn was established immediately following the aforementioned
miracle in 626 A.D., out of deep reverence and gratitude to the Theotokos. This service has been divided into four stasis' following the letters of the Greek alphabet. The Service of Salutations is chanted in four parts
during the first 4 Fridays of Lent, then on the 5th Friday of Lent the entire Akathist Hymn is chanted.
We offer glory to God that He has given us the most holy Theotokos to intercede for us and help us in our
present condition. Let us take advantage of such a gift in our Lenten journey and be present physically and
spiritually during these Friday evenings.
“You, all-laudable Mother who gave birth to the Logos Who is holiest of all who are holy: O accept this
offering now, and from calamities all deliver everyone, and redeem from the future torments of hell those
who cry out with zeal: Alleluia” (From the 4th Stasis).
(Excerpts of this article were taken from “The Salutations and the Role of the Theotokos in Great Lent” written by Sotirios Sarvanis).

SERVICES TO ATTEND DURING GREAT LENT…
Many times when we think of Great Lent, the idea of fasting is the first thing that comes to mind. However, there
are many aspects to the period of Great Lent. Some Orthodox theologians refer to the “three pillars” of Great Lent being FASTING,
PRAYER and ALMSGIVING. We are called to fast, but at the same time to increase our prayer life and help those in need. One’s
prayer life can pertain both to personal prayer done at home, and “corporate” prayer done within the worship services of our
Church. This Lenten period, take time to attend one of these Lenten Services if you have never done so before.
Great Compline: Compline is a worship service performed after dusk and concludes or “completes” the cycle of prayer for the day,
blessing the moment of passing from day to night. During Lent, it’s called the Great Compline and in addition to the many prayers
offered throughout the service, the beautiful and devout Prayer of Saint Ephraim is read. (Monday, 2/27 @ 6 p.m., The following
Mondays the service will take place at 5 p.m.: 3/13, 3/20, 4/3.)
Pre-Sanctified Divine Liturgy: The Liturgy is called "Pre-Sanctified", because the consecration of the Holy Gifts takes place on the
preceding Sunday. This Liturgy offers more opportunities for the faithful to receive Holy Communion during Holy Lent. The question frequently comes up regarding fasting before the evening Pre-Sanctified Liturgy. The faithful should make every effort to eat a
light, Lenten lunch as close to 12 noon on the day of Liturgy and then keep at least a 6-hour fast before Liturgy. The Pre-Sanctified
Liturgies are preceded by Service of the 9th Hour - which, through the hymns and prayers, commemorate Christ’s death on the
Cross. (Wednesdays at 6 p.m., preceded by the 9th Hour at 5:30 p.m. 3/1, 3/8, 3/15, 3/22, 3/29, 4/5* *On 4/5, services begin at 5 p.m.)
Salutations to the Theotokos: The Service of the Salutations is known as one of the hymnological masterpieces of the Church. We
hear hymns expounding the belief in the Incarnation of the Lord and the salvation of believers in Him. The hymns are not only offered to the Virgin Mary, but also to St. John the Baptist, Gabriel the Archangel, the shepherds and the magi worshipping Christ.
During the first four Salutation services, the Akathist Hymn is sung in parts. The Akathist Hymn is a profound, devotional poem
which sings the praises of the Holy Mother and Ever-Virgin Mary. This hymn comprises twenty-four stanzas, divided into four
parts. One part is sung on each Friday of Great Lent and on the fifth Friday, the entire set is sung in commemoration of a miracle
performed by the Virgin in Constantinople. (Fridays at 7 p.m. 3/3, 3/10, 3/17, 3/24, 3/31)
Solemn Vespers: For the most part, this is a regular Great Vespers service, but it also includes many Lenten hymns and a few additions characteristic to Lent. There is also a “solemn” part of the service where the lights are dimmed and the altar coverings and
vestments of the priest are changed from bright colors (used on Sunday, commemorating the Resurrection) to the darker colors going along with the repentant theme of Great Lent. (See www.chicago.goarch.org for location of Sunday evening Solemn Vesper
services throughout the Metropolis.)

Additional spiritual resources and reflections can be found on our website to support the Great Lenten
journey we take together as one parish family of the Ascension of Our Lord.
Please visit www.ascensiongoc.com
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS
Anna Duros: anna.duros@gmail.com

(Search “Ascension Philoptochos” on Facebook and “Like Us”)

Kali Sarakosti, As we embark on our personal Lenten journeys, please give thoughtful
consideration to joining our parishioners in acts of Philanthropy. Philoptochos will be involved in a
number of Lenten projects. In March we are making quilts and felt tie blankets at the Annual Quilt-athon that will be distributed to area pediatric hospitals. On April 22nd, we will gather to Fill the Bags
with personal care item, socks and a packed lunch that we will pass out to the guests that come to the
Feed the Hungry lunch at Annunciation Cathedral on Tuesday, April 25th.
We show Philoxenia in the various hosting that we do on behalf of our Parish: the Wednesday
evening Lenten dinner after the Pre-sanctified Liturgy on March 8th; the Good Friday luncheon for the
youth and volunteers who come to clean and prepare our church for Good Friday and Holy Saturday
services; and the celebration of our feast day, the Vespers of Ascension of our Lord on May 24th.
These charitable acts are provided by generous members with their time and talents as well as the
fundraising efforts of our organization. We are thankful for all the ways that you show your support
throughout the year. From our Hockeymania — to our luncheon — to supporting our bake sale — it
takes funds to provide charity and assistance to so many in need.
Aside from our local charitable involvement, National Philoptochos reported that more than $2
million was disbursed in 2016 through all our combined efforts.
With our faith and our mission to guide us, we can accomplish much.
With love in Christ,
Anna Duros
Ascension Philoptochos President
To right, clockwise: General meeting with
featured discussion on healthy Lenten eating; coat and clothes collection benefitting
Midwest Veterans Closet and One Warm
Coat; and, quilt-making for our Quilt-athon.

Church Ride Sharing

Do you need a ride to church or are you
able to provide a ride for someone else?
Philoptochos can help facilitate a match
between drivers and riders so everyone
who would like to attend church, or
church meetings, is able. Thank you in
advance for your help. Please contact Annette Sutherland
(847-224-7126 or ambsuther@comcast.net) to sign up.
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GREEK SCHOOL NEWS
Maria Theodorpulu | mariatheod@hotmail.com

The Youth Program classes of our Greek School resumed in
January with vasilopita blessing and cutting by Fr. Sotirios. During
January and February our students made progress in learning Greek
through their participation in lessons about days of the week and
months; birthdays; numbers; clothing; and. everyday activities. They
also wrote cards to their families and friends. At the beginning of
Lent, our students learned about Clean Monday (“Kathari Deftera”/
Καθαρή Δευτέρα) and created their own calendar of Lent: (Kyra Sarakosti”
Kυρά
Σαρακοστή), a paper doll with seven legs that represent the seven weeks of Great Lent (photo upper
left). The Pre-K and Kindergarten students prepared a “Tsolias” and “Amalia” craft to decorate
their classroom (see photos to right).

The 2nd semester of our Adults/
Adolescents Program started on Thursday,
February 9th. This semester we welcomed a few
new additional students! So far the classes have been very productive
and enjoyable as the students are involved in group activities, exposure
to Greek-Orthodox traditions; and, project presentations. (See picture to
left.).
The Principal and Greek School Teachers would like to wish to all
families of our Parish «Καλή Σαρακοστή» .
UPCOMING EVENTS:




Tuesday, 3/28: No School for Youth (Spring Break)
Tuesday, 4/11: No School for Youth (Holy Tuesday)
Thursday, 4/13: No school for Adults/Adolescents (Holy Thursday)

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
Christine Perakis | cperakis@comcast.net

Our SCS program continues to gain strength and momentum as we kicked off the second half of our school year in January. As
beneficiaries of the coin in the Vasilopita (photo to right), our program
continues to be blessed this year. We thank our families of preschool
through second grade who hosted coffee hours in January and February. As we journey through Great Lent, our teachers have many lessons focused on this special time.
We will participate again this year in the collection for the OCMC. This is an annual event
where our students learn first-hand
about almsgiving. Please make every IMPORTANT DATES:
effort to attend Lenten church services 3/26: NO SCS Classes—Spring Break
and share in this time together.
4/2: Last day to turn in OCMC Coin Boxes
4/9: Palm Sunday: No SCS classes
4/16: Pascha: No SCS Classes
Καλή Σαρακοστή.
4/23: Classes Resume
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+ HOPE

We had our annual Cheesefare Potluck during Cheesefare Week!
Everyone brought delicious dishes and desserts to share. Now we are focused on
the Lenten journey! We will be doing various crafts and learning some new hymns
that pertain to Great Lent. Please check the website for a listing of upcoming
meetings, or contact Presvytera Stefanie at presstefanie@yahoo.com.

+

FAITH/JOY In February, our group enjoyed a Cheesefare Friday pizza
party! We learned about one of the pillars of Great Lent: almsgiving, and
assembled emergency health kits for IOCC. Our next meeting will be held Friday,
March 17th, and we will meet an hour before the Salutations service (6 p.m.) to
discuss the Annunciation of the
Theotokos and to make a craft. Parents are welcome to join us
from 6 – 7 p.m. as Father will have a discussion with them during
that time. We will then attend the Salutations Service. On April
7th we will host our 2nd Annual Lenten Mini-Retreat from 6:30 –
8:30 p.m. Our retreat theme is The Beatitudes. If you have not had
the opportunity to attend any of our prior gatherings, please
consider joining us! It is a great way to learn about our Orthodox
faith, service to our fellow man, and bond with the youth and
parents of our parish. Please contact Desiree or Presvytera Stefanie
at faithjoyascension@gmail.com if you have any questions.

+ JOY | Jr. GOYA

JOY and Jr. GOYA will be holding its annual Pascha plant sale again this year. Orders
for Lilies and Hydrangeas will be taken in late March and early
April, and plants will be distributed on Palm Sunday, just in time
for Pascha. Parents: volunteers are needed to host upcoming
meals. Please visit the JOY/Jr. GOYA website to sign up. Finally,
both youth groups look forward to visiting the Greek American
Rehab Center on Monday, April 24th, to
sing Christos Anesti to the residents.

+

GOYA

GOYA began 2017 with a
Retreat at the St. Iakovos Retreat Center
(photo to left). It was a special time of
spiritual discussion and reflections;
making Prosfora; and, fellowship including challenging each other in board games. In
February, GOYANS observed Youth Sunday where they assumed the responsibilities of
the Ushers in Church, which was followed by hosting
the Youth Brunch at the Royal Melbourne (above,
right). We had a very moving and inspiring presentation from Rev Deacon Perry
Hamalis (right) who shared his experiences serving as a Missionary in Korea. We
began our Lenten Journey in February participating in the Great Compline Service
and breaking bread together with a Lenten meal. Upcoming activities include
continuing our spiritual journey through Great Lent with participating in and
attending the Lenten Services, as well as discussions focusing on our individual
preparations for Pascha. GOYANS will also have the opportunity to participate in
the Metropolis St. John Oratorical Festival that takes place in late April. Please join
us on Mondays from 7:30 to 9 p.m.

+ JR. OLYMPICS MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND:

Team
Ascension is currently recruiting players and coaches! See our website for more
information and/or contact Esther Tegel at etegel2@gmail.com.
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2017 STEWARD S OF THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
STEWARDSHIP LIST AS OF FEBRUARY 28, 2017
Stewardship is recognizing the amazing wonder and power of grace that we did not deserve. It is the attitude of gratitude,
of being thankful in all things, even when we do not feel the gratitude or see it.
We thank the following 186 families that have made their Stewardship Pledge of time, talents and treasures for 2017.
To date, $246,884 has been pledged. Those who have not yet made their pledge, please do so today.

Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Paul Adams Mr. & Mrs. George Houpis
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Hugdahl
Mrs. Tasia Alexakos
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Ittounas
Mr. and Mrs. Spiros Alikakos
Mr. & Mrs. Alex James
Mr. Joel Smith and Mrs. Tina
Mr. & Mrs. Loukas Jonson
Anagnos
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Kain
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Anagnos
Mr. & Mrs.George Anagnostopoulos Mr. & Mrs. Evan Kakis
Mr. & Mrs. Emanuel Kalanarhos
Mr. & Mrs. James Anast
Ms. Olga Kalis
Mr. & Mrs. Gerard Anaszewicz
Mr. & Mrs. John Karagiannis
Mrs. Cynthia Angelos-Williams
Dr. & Mrs. George Karalis
Mr. & Mrs. Antonio Anteliz
Mr. Demetrios Karanikolas
Ms. Anthimiades
Mr. & Mrs. George Karas
Mr. & Mrs. John Anton
Mr. & Mrs. George Karkazis
Mr. George Apergis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Karlos
Mr. & Mrs. Basil Athenson
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Karousos
Mrs. Vivian Batsakis
Mr. Louis Kartsimas
Ms. Elaine Beck
Mr. & Mrs. Demetri Katsulis
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Bekiaris
Mrs. Chrys Kaulentis
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Belmonte
Mr. Samuel A. Kavathas
Mr. & Mrs. John Best
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Kazas
Mr. & Mrs. George Betsios
Mr. & Mrs. Constantine Kazeos
Mr. & Mrs. Trent Blasco
Mr. & Mrs. Spiro Kircos
Mr. & Mrs. James Bologeorges
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas S. Kiriakos
Mr. & Mrs. Constantine Bolos
Mrs. Ann Klein
Mrs. Kathy Booras
Mr. & Mrs. Steven C. Koclanes
Mr. & Mrs.Casey Brej
Mrs. Mary Kokinis
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Mr. & Mrs. David Tegel
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Buhler
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Kontos
Mr. Constantin Caparos
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Kopplin
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey L. Carlson
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas L. Korompilas
Mr. Fred Chapekis
Mr. & Mrs. John Kostopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Chatzidakis
Dr. Kotaria Rusudan
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Chilis
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Kotarinos
Mr. Constantine Christ
Mrs. & Mrs. John Kotsonis
Mrs. Dolores Christ
Mr. Tom & Eleni Kouretsos
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Connolly
Mr. Loukas Kozonis
Mr. & Mrs. James Couvall
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Kozonis
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Curran
Mr. Dean Kurtis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Cyrus
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Kyriazopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Delfield
Mr. & Mrs. William LaFleur
Mr. & Mrs. Louis F. Demas
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Lampros
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Demos
Ms. Magdaline Liosatos
Mrs. Denise Ditka
Mr. Nick Livaditis
Mrs. Mary Drinis
Mr. & Mrs. John Logothetis
Ms. Constance Dumas
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Logothetis
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Duros
Mr. & Mrs. George Logothetis
Mr. & Mrs. Christ Falkides
Mr. & Mrs. Peter G. Logothetis
Mr. & Mrs. George B. Filley
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Loukas
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Fotopoulos
Rev. Fr. Sotirios & Presb. Stefanie
Mrs Tina Foutris
Mr. & Mrs. Dean G. Galanopoulos Malamis
Mr. George Mandas
Mr. & Mrs. Gust Gatsis
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Georgacopoulos Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Manglaras
Mr. & Mrs. Harilaos Mantzoros
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Gillett
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Marino
Mr. Leland Gough
Mr. & Mrs. Peter G. Maris
Dr. & Dr. Thomas Gough
Mr. & Mrs. Panagiotis N. Gountanis Mr. & Mrs. James Maroudas
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Marx
Mrs. Lela Gramatis
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Metropoulos
Mrs. Mary Irene Greub
Mr. & Mrs. Kostas Metropulos
Dr. & Dr. George Hefner

Mr. & Mrs. James Miller-Bruce
Mrs. Sylvia Mitsopoulos
Mr. Luis Montero & Mrs. Maria
Theodoropulu
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Moore
Mr. & Mrs. George Mouzakiotis
Mr. James Murges
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Murphy
Mr. George Mussie
Dr. & Mrs. Dean Nichols
Ms. Eva Nikellys
Mr. & Mrs. John Nikitas
Mrs. Elaine Palmer
Mr. & Mrs. John Panchisin
Mr. John Pantazis
Mrs. Maria Papagianis
Mr. & Mrs. Gust Papas
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Papastefan
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Papastratakos
Mr. & Mrs. Andreas Parashos
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Patouhas
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Perakis
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Petropoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Petros
Mrs. Catherine Phillips
Mrs. Georgene Phillips
Mr. Dimitrios Plevritis
Mrs. Georgia Plevritis
Mr. & Mrs. Steven N. Poulos
Mr. & Mrs. Don W. Quigley, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Rader
Mr. Marc L Rivette
Mr. and Mrs. John Rogaris
Mr. & Mrs. Anastasios Rogaris
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Rogers
Mr. & Mrs. David Rutkowski
Mr. & Mrs. James Saric
Ms Katherine Schreiber
Mr. & Mrs. David Scoco
Mrs. Bertha Sepsis
Dr. Kenneth A. Kehl and Mrs.
Arlene Siavelis
Ms. Elaine Simos
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Sindles
Mrs. Dina Soteros
Ms. Patty Soteros
Ms. Carol Stamas
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Stamatis
Mr. & Mrs. Evangelos
Stathakopoulos
Mrs. Elaine Stevens
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Stevens
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Taranko
Mrs. Anna Tasiopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Conrad L. Theodore
Mr. & Mrs. Corey Tobin
Mr. Tom Vabakos
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Valessares
Mr. & Mrs. John Vavilis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Venetos

Mrs. Helen Verges
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Vincic
Mrs. Pat Vlahos
Ms. Maria Vlahos
Mr. & Mrs. John Vlahos
Mr. & Mrs. George Vlahos
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Xintaris
Mr. & Mrs. Perry Zafiriades
Mr. & Mrs. Sasha Zecevich
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Ascension Legacy Gala Sets Groundbreaking Records
The excitement was palpable the night of February 4. Nearly a
week before guests took their seats and the lights dimmed, tickets to our Groundbreaking Gala were completely sold out. And the packed house came with a purpose: The Ascension family and supporters gave from their hearts to our Capital
Campaign. The Gala Committee is still receiving and tabulating totals, but by early in the evening it was clear the generosity would be unprecedented, and appreciated by generations to come. Our evening began with a video featuring the host
of HGTV's "KItchen Crashers" and the night's Master of Ceremonies Alison Victoria, and the stellar acting
debut of our own Father Sotiri. Following a delicious dinner, we looked back at what the Ascension has
meant to the young parishioners who grew up in our church's youth programs. Many of them submitted video recollections, and spoke honestly about their hopes for our new building plans. Following the outpouring
of donations, guests kicked up (and some kicked off) their heels to the Chris Sarlas Orchestra. The Gala Committee, chaired by Marcia Moore and Amy Tsarwhas, would like to thank all who worked to plan the event,
as well as those who attended and contributed to the enormous success of this spectacular night. As we draw
closer to our groundbreaking date, we are grateful for your support and generosity.

Photos on page 1 and to the right courtesy of our Gala Photographer, MVP Studio. To order prints, go to:
https://mvpstudiophotography.pixieset.com/ascensiongala2017/
PHOTO PERMISSION: Photographs are taken at Parish events for use in the newsletter, on the website and
in other communications; however, above all, we respect your privacy. If you prefer that you or your family
members’ photos do not appear in these communication efforts, please send an email to webmaster@ascensiongoc.com to opt out. Thank you.
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+ WORSHIP SERVICES +

+ PRE-SANCTIFIED LITURGY +

Sunday Orthros: 8:15 a.m.
Sunday Church School: 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday Evenings at 6 p.m., preceded at 5:30 p.m. by 9th Hour

+ PARISH INFORMATION +

+ HERETISMI - SALUTATIONS TO THE THEOTOKOS +

Ascension of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church
1207 Riverwoods Road, Lincolnshire, IL 60069
Phone: (847) 482-1200 Fax: (847) 482-9566
Website: www.ascensiongoc.com
Fr. Sotirios P. Malamis, Proistamenos
Church Office Hours:
Monday – Friday: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

+ GREAT COMPLINE +

3/1, 3/8, 3/15, 3/22, 3/29, 4/5*
*On 4/5, Services begin at 5 p.m.

Friday Evenings at 7 p.m.
3/1, 3/10,3/17, 3/24, 3/31

+ DATES TO REMEMBER +
A complete Schedule of Divine Services for Great Lent,
Holy Week and Bright Week is available on our website at
www.ascensiongoc.com
A Holy Week schedule will also be mailed to your home.
Monday, March 20: Oratorical Festival submissions due

Mondays at 5 p.m.: 3/13, 3/20, 4/3

Friday, March 17: St. Alexios
8:30 a.m.: 9th Hour and Pre-Sanctified Liturgy

+ VESPERS AT ASCENSION+

Saturday, 3/18: Metropolis Family Synaxis Lenten Retreat
St. Andrew Greek Orthodox Church, Chicago

Saturdays at 5 p.m. unless otherwise noted

Saturday, 3/18: 7 p.m.: Great Vespers @ Holy Cross Hellenic
Orthodox Church, Justice

Services in March: 3/4, 3/11, 3/25
Services in April: 4/1, 4/8, 4/29

Saturday, April 22: 10 a.m. Philoptochos Fill the Bag Project

+ ANNUNCIATION OF THE THEOTOKOS +

Tuesday, April 25th: Philoptochos Feed the Hungry
@ Annunciation Cathedral, 10 a.m.

Saturday, March 25th - Feast of the Annunciation
Orthros 8:15 a.m.—Divine Liturgy 9:15 a.m.
Followed by Doxology

Ascension of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church
1207 Riverwoods Road
Lincolnshire, IL 60069

Saturday, April 29: St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival,
St. Mary’s Greek Orthodox Church, Minneapolis

