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ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ ΑΝΕΣΤΗ - ΑΛΗΘΩΣ ΑΝΕΣΤΗ - CHRIST IS RISEN - TRULY HE IS RISEN May/June 2016

+ Reflection +
from
Fr. Sotiri
Christ is Risen; Why Do We Doubt?
Χριστός Ανέστη – Christ is Risen! Great
despair had overcome the souls of the Disciples after
they witnessed Christ’s arrest, His mockings,
scourging, and His crucifixion from the religious and
political leaders of that day. A dark cloud hung over
the Apostles as all of their hopes that Christ was
going to be the one to save their people had now
been destroyed. They saw injustice, lies, and hatred
befall an innocent man. This was the perception of
the Disciples. The reality of things was different.
On the first day of the week, the day Christ
rose, Cleopas and Luke were traveling to a village
called Emmaus, which was seven miles from
Jerusalem. Their Resurrected Lord appeared to
them and said, “O foolish ones, and slow to heart to
believe in all that the prophets have spoken! Ought
not the Christ to have suffered these things and to
enter into His glory?” (Luke 24:25-26). He then
stayed with them and beginning at Moses and all the
Prophets, He expounded to them in all the scriptures
the things concerning Himself. And it was not until
Christ broke bread with the two disciples that their
eyes were opened and they recognized Him. This is
a timely reminder for every single one of us that all
who commune with the Lord in His risen Body in
faith have their eyes opened to know Him, for the
Lord is known most perfectly in the breaking of
bread.
With His Resurrection, Christ opens new
horizons for His disciples and He granted them the
courage and strength to preach the Gospel of love in
order to renew all of humanity.
In our days as well, we witness on a personal

Just before the Agape service on May 1st, Fr. Sotiri invited
the Faithful to join him in the Fellowship Hall while he put
on his Liturgical Vestments, and turned the opportunity
into a teachable moment, especially for the children. St.
John Chrysostom tells us that when we see the priest at
the altar, we are to see Christ through the vestments.
level as well as local and universal levels a dearth of
spirituality.
Faith is faltering, lawlessness is
spreading and love is growing cold. Reasons to fall
into despair and depression are knocking at the door
of our souls almost on a daily basis. With Pastoral
love and with boldness in the Risen Christ, I tell you
that His Resurrection dispels the dark clouds, and
our celebration of Pascha makes us free again to rid
everything that causes us fear and anxiety, and
embrace with our hearts the Risen Christ. Our faith
in the Risen Christ is a timeless message that gives
us light and strength to overcome anything in our
life that is causing us stress, pain and affliction.
Christ transcends all of the works of darkness that
seek to confuse us and He grants us a way out.
However, He respects and honors everyone’s
freedom, even those who doubt Him. If we wish to
receive His grace in our lives, we need to seek it and
make a resolution in our hearts that we will follow
Him. This means we need to become regular,
faithful participants in the Sacramental life of our
Church.
Continued on page 5
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OUR STEWARDSHIP MINISTRIES
Rev. Fr. Sotirios P. Malamis, Proistamenos
Parish Ministry Team
Acolyte Ministry: Fr. Sotirios Malamis
Chanters: George Apergis, George Houpis, Paul Lillios,
Nick Papastratakos, Isidoros Xilas
Custodian: Paul Garza III
Greek School Director: Maria Theodoropulu
GOYA: Fr. Sotirios Malamis, Carol Stamas
HOPE: Presvytera Stefanie Malamis
FAITH/JOY: Desiree Petros, Presvytera Stefanie Malamis
JOY & Jr. GOYA: Fr. Sotirios Malamis, Aimiliane Lialios,
Stephanie Voelker
Koliva: Andrea Rogers
LOGOS: David Rutkowski
Men’s Ministry: Doug Hugdahl
Office Secretary: Renee Maltezos
Parish Council: Tom Kiriakos (President), Nick Marino (VicePresident), Harold Anagnos (2nd Vice President), Doug
Hugdahl (Treasurer), David Rutkowski (Asst. Treasurer), Tom
Papastefan (Asst. Treasurer, Capital Campaign), Diane Sigalos
(Secretary), Bill Athenson, Robert Buhler, Mia Connolly, Bob
Mantzoros, Alex Marx, Carol Stamas, Tom Vabakos, and
Peter Venetos.
Philoptochos President: Anna Duros
Senior Synaxis President: Elaine Beck
Sunday Church School: Christine Perakis
Webmaster & Newsletter Editor: Suzanne Saric

PARISH REGISTRY
40-DAY BLESSINGS
3/20/16 Daughter of Denise and Dean Karousos
3/27/16 Daughter of Angeliki & Jonathan
Uvaldo
4/17/16 Daughter of Patty & Pete Andrews
BAPTISM
3/26/16 Emily Tyler Sponsor: Litsa Gullo
CHRISMATIONS
4/16/16 Bruce and Eleni Carlson
3/6/16

3/13/16
4/10/16

4/17/16
4/17/16

MEMORIAL SERVICES
Andrew A. Athens (3 years), beloved
husband of Louise Athens and beloved
father of Jackie Athens and Paul Athens
Maria Anast (40 days), beloved wife of
Jason Anast
Theoni Karadjias ( 1 yr), beloved wife
of Vassos Karadjias, and beloved
mother of Solomis (Connie) Karadjias
and Laoura (Gus) Horemis
Demitrios Foutris (25 years), beloved
father of Cynthia (Harry) Bekiaris
Dionysia Vasilopoulos (2 years),
beloved mother of Lenora Vasilopoulos,
Christine Vasilopoulos and Patty (Dino)
Kazeos

UPDATE FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
Tom Kiriakos | 312.925.8864
Christos Anesti! We continue to move forward on our building plans.

Our construction drawings are in process, and the Construction Committee expects to solicit bids from at least six general
contractors/construction companies shortly. Our capital campaign remains in high gear. We have made
great progress--we are at 50% of our goal--but we still need greater Parish participation. Updates on both of
these aspects were reported at the May 15th General Assembly.
For those of you who have not yet had an opportunity to make a 2016 capital campaign pledge, we continue to ask you to look into your hearts and make a pledge to the best of your ability.
Our church attendance continues to set records, especially from this year's Palm Sunday through the
Agape service. We are blessed to have such a vibrant Parish filled with such agape. As Father Sotirios has
noted on more than one occasion, we are also blessed to have Father Demetrios Treantafeles assisting by
serving in the altar during the many services of Great Lent and Holy Week through his love for the church
and our Parish. Thank you, Father Demetrios!
Please note that the 2016 Ascension Golf Outing, put on by our energized Koinonia Men's Ministry, is
scheduled for this June 24th. Please go to the Men's Ministry webpage @ www.ascensiongoc.com to register.
If you are not a golfer, please don't let that deter you from signing up for the fellowship dinner on this fastfree Friday!
Last, but truly not least, the Parish Council adds its congratulations and best wishes to the Malamis Family
upon the birth of Aimilianos Sotirios Malamis on May 6th! We are thrilled that Presvytera Stefanie and Leo
are healthy and doing so well. May God keep them all safe and grant them all many, many healthy and
happy years! We will all await greeting Presvytera Stefanie and little Leo with much joy and happiness at
the end of the 40 days!
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PARISH NEWS
+ OUR GRATITUDE AND APPRECIATION goes to Fr. Demetrios Treantafeles,
who celebrated many services with us throughout Lent and Holy Week. Father T, you
are indeed a blessing to our Parish!
+ OUR SINCERE THANKS to everyone who has helped us prepare for our Lent and
Pascha celebration. To the women who so beautifully decorated the Kouvouklion and
icons; to the ladies and children who wrapped red eggs and cleaned the Church; to the
Parish Council who hosted the Anastasi Celebration; to all Acolytes who were present throughout Lent and Holy
Week; to the chanters who so beautifully chanted each service. This list goes on, as does the love you all have for
our Parish. OUR GRATITUDE ALSO to all stewards who contributed their creative talent, as well as financial
contributions, to ensure Ascension had everything it needed to make our journey to Pascha spiritually fulfilling.
Your constant generosity goes beyond words.
+ OUR SINCERE CONDOLENCES to the following parishioners whose family members recently fell asleep in
the Lord:
+ Robert Gremley, on the death of his wife, Mary
+ John Pantazis, on the death of his wife, Helena
+ Brenda (Peter) Venetos on the death of her beloved mother, Carol Wanic
+ Priscilla (Davis) Scoco on the death of her father, Stephen J. Rellas
+ Tom (Valerie) Papastefan on the death of his beloved aunt, Callie Panagiotou
+ Mary Govostis, on the death of her husband, James
+ Fred Chapekis Sr., on the death of his brother and sister-in-law, Nicholas and Marina Chapekis
+ Maria Zoulas, Katherine Schreiber, Iliana Anthimiades on the death of Maria’s brother, George
Mermeridis, Katherine and Iliana’s uncle
+ Tom Vabakos, on the death of his father, Paul
+ MEMORIAL DAY GRAVE BLESSINGS - Fr. Sotiri will conduct Trisagion Services on Monday, May 30th at
Ridgewood Cemetery from 9:00-10:00 a.m.; and, at Memorial Park from 10:30-11:30 a.m. Please meet Father at
the entrance.
+ IT IS WITH AN ABUNDANCE OF JOY AND GOD’S GRACE that we welcome a new
member to our Parish Family! Aimilianos Sotirios Malamis was born on Bright Friday, May 6th, at
8:39 a.m., measuring 8 lbs, 6 ounces. Presvytera Stefanie and Fr. Sotiri are calling him Leo. May
God grant Aimilianos, along with Presvytera, Fr. Sotiri, big sister Maria and big brother Niko, a
lifetime of good health and His unceasing blessings. “Every good and perfect gift is from above.”
– James 1:17
+ OUR FEASTDAY: Please do not forget our beloved Ascension’s Great Vespers which will take
place on Wednesday, June 8th at 7 p.m. A reception will follow the Service hosted by our Philoptochos. Please
make every effort to attend. On Thursday, June 9th, the day of our Feastday, Orthros will be at 8:15 a.m. followed
by the Divine Liturgy at 9:30 a.m. Fellowship, hosted by our Senior Synaxis, will follow.
+ CHURCH RIDE SHARING: Do you need a ride to church or are you able to provide a ride for someone else?
Philoptochos can help facilitate a match between drivers and riders. Contact Annette Sutherland (847.224.7126,
ambsuther@comcast.net) to sign up. Thank you!
+ ASCENSION IS ON SOCIAL MEDIA! In addition to our Parish’s website (www.ascensiongoc.com), please
visit our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/AscensionGOC) and our new Twitter account (@Ascension_GOC)
for events, news, and photos from our Parish and Metropolis. Are you receiving the email blasts we send from
time to time with Parish updates? If not, please visit our homepage and follow the prompts to join the email list.

GRADUATES SUNDAY - SUNDAY, JUNE 12, 2016
Please Call the Church Office to submit the names of your Ascension graduate from 8th Grade, High School, Undergraduate College, Graduate and Post-Graduate Programs.
All graduates will be honored Sunday, June 12th, after the Divine Liturgy.
We congratulate our graduates in advance and wish them success in their future endeavors!
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OUR LENTEN JOURNEY TO HOLY PASCHA

The 2016 Lenten season offered our Parish many
beautiful opportunities to commune as an Orthodox
family. Through the tireless efforts of our Parish clergy,
chanters, staff, ministries and devoted Faithful, our
journey to Pascha was devout and filled with beauty and
agape. Thank you. May God Bless you all a hundredfold!
View many more pictures on the website photo gallery at
www.ascensiongoc.com

PHOTO OPT-OUT: Photographs are taken at Parish events for use in the newsletter, on the website and in other communications; however, above all, we
respect your privacy. If you prefer that you or your family members’ photos do not appear in these communication efforts, please send an email to
webmaster@ascensiongoc.com to opt out.
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Continued from page 1

It is noteworthy and truly symbolic that our Church uses the word Pascha instead of Easter. Pascha is the
Passover which biblically is derived from the Jewish festival. It is a celebration that commemorates their liberation
by God from slavery in Egypt. Easter comes from an Old English word which referred to the goddess of the dawn.
In a special way, we still use the word Pascha, because it is for us a passing over in the spiritual sense,
from death into life. This feast of all feasts calls all of us to pass-over and let go of anything that is holding us back
to connecting with Christ; to remove from within us any signs of despair or sadness, to have our sins belong in the
past and move forward; for a new day has come upon us, a new life, and a reminder of the meaning and purpose
to continue our existence with fervor and zeal in our Risen Lord.
The message to the two Disciples, who were on the road to Emmaus, resounds in every single one of us,
“O foolish ones, and slow to hear to believe…” And He emphatically tells us upon His Resurrection; “Behold, I am
with you always, ever to the end of the age.” This affirmation of Christ is repeated in every Baptism. All of those
who follow the Resurrected Christ know that they are not alone in the difficult situations of life; He is with us during our moments of struggle. But with strength and God’s grace we confront all of this and we transfigure them.
With the Paschal light, we can see with positivity and productively the idea of where our lives are headed.
During the Anastasi service, we received the light of Christ. The light of love will shine upon us because in Him
there is no darkness. When the Resurrection service comes to an end, we have the beautiful custom and tradition
of bringing the Paschal candle lit to our homes. At the same time, this is the call for us to be aflame with zeal in the
Holy Spirit, to cast the Light of the Lord throughout our homes among family and friends, and indeed throughout
the world. In this way we will be shining beacons, attracting those of good will, and changing those of ill will for
the better. Let us continue to find ourselves as faithful participants in the life of our Church, and so we will not
permit the darkness to invade and overtake the Light with which we have been gifted.

+ MEMORIAL DAY GRAVE BLESSINGS +
Father Sotiri will conduct Memorial Day Grave Trisagia on Monday, May 30th
at two local cemeteries this year.
9:00—10:00 a.m.: Ridgewood Memorial, 9900 N. Milwaukee Ave.,
Des Plaines
10:30—11:30 a.m.: Memorial Park Cemetery, 9900 Gross Point Rd.
Skokie
Please meet Father Sotiri at the entrance gate of each cemetery at the starting time.

ASCENSION OF OUR LORD FEASTDAY
+ Wednesday, June 8, 2016 +
Hierarchical Great Vespers—7 p.m.
+Thursday, June 9, 2016 +
Orthros at 8:15 a.m. and Divine Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.
PLEASE JOIN US IN WORSHIP ON THE BELOVED
FEASTDAY OF OUR CHURCH!
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS
Anna Duros: anna.duros@gmail.com

(Search “Ascension Philoptochos” on Facebook and “Like Us”)

Xristos Anesti! We have completed our Lenten journey and we joyfully raise
our voices to proclaim "Christ is Risen!"
I thank all those who rose to the challenge of
Godly service and worked to fulfill our philanthropic mission during the Lenten season. We applied our
efforts to many causes with the goal of making a difference where we saw need. Thanks for your involvement, your talents and as always, your compassion.

Left to Right: During Great
Lent, Philoptochos members
commit their hearts, talents
and abundance of time to
bake, fill the bags, feed the
hungry and also feed the
stewards who volunteered to
clean and decorate the
Church on Good Friday.

The Philoptochos year will cap off with a favorite
gathering, our Celebration of Giving Dinner. It will take
place on Thursday, June 2nd at 6:30 pm at Dover Straits.
You will get to see the culmination of our Chapter Challenge project, Fill the Bag, presented that evening. Dinner
reservations are $25. Please RSVP to Anna Duros (anna.duros@gmail.com) for this wonderful evening
together.
The following week, we will be celebrating our Parish Feast Day, Ascension of Our Lord, during the
Wednesday, June 8th Great Vespers service; and, the Thursday, June 9th morning Divine Liturgy. The Feast
of the Ascension of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ commemorates the 40th day after His Resurrection,
when Jesus led His disciples to the Mount of Olives. After blessing them and asking them to wait for the fulfillment of the promise of the Holy Spirit, He ascended into heaven. Many clergy and visitors from other
churches will be joining us at Great Vespers. Philoptochos will be hosting refreshments after the Service.
More information will be emailed at a later date so please stay tuned if you would like to help. We encourage all to attend this most beautiful Feast Day.
In His Service,
Anna Duros, Philoptochos President
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SENIOR SYNAXIS
Elaine Beck | 847.367.5227

Senior Synaxis will be heading to Assumption

Greek Orthodox Church in Homer Glen to
view the miraculous icon of St. John the Baptist which is streaming oil. Following the bus ride, Mary
Govostis will be catering a luncheon for senior synaxis members in honor of her late husband, James, who
was a cherished member of this ministry.
Looking ahead into June, on June 7th, the Seniors will meet at Church to remove flowers from the Kouvouklion. On June 9th, Senior Synaxis will be hosting the fellowship hour that will follow the Divine Liturgy celebrating Ascension of Our Lord’s Feast Day. There will also be an outing planned in June to the Chicago Botanic Garden in Glencoe. Stay tuned for more information.
Senior Synaxis would like to thank
everyone who helped make palm
crosses following the April 20th PreSanctified Liturgy.
Left: Seniors ride a bus to the Field Museum to visit “The Greeks: From Agamemnon to Alexander the Great” exhibit.
Right: The annual palm cross-making
tradition.

In early April, 14 GOYANS traveled to Boston

to

visit the Hellenic College HOLY CROSS. In the words of Carol
Stamas, who lovingly coordinated this lifelong memorable experience for our high schoolers and also accompanied them on the
trip, “We express our heartfelt gratitude to Fr. Sotiri for leading us
on this incredible journey of faith, our Hellenic heritage and Boston culture. We also thank our chaperones, Aimiliane Lialios and
Nick Nicholopoulos. As you will see from the following thoughts
expressed by many of our Boston travelers, the trip was truly
memorable and one that created lifelong bonds.”
“My best memory of the Boston trip was the constant laughter and singing that came from each bus ride and all the
bonds I formed with Goyans I wasn't normally that close with.” * “I don't really have a favorite memory from Boston
because all of them were so great. If I had to choose something that I liked it would be being able to connect with my
fellow Goyans better than I ever had before.” * “The Vespers service we had on Saturday night because the chanting
was so beautiful and filled the church.” * “Just hanging out in the hotel lobby with my fellow GOYANs on the last
night, it really allowed us to bond.” * "“My favorite part of the Boston trip was spending an extended period of time
with my GOYA friends. Our time together has brought us closer together.” * “I loved getting to explore Boston for
the first time!” * Having a great time at the Celtics game, and waiting for Steve to come pick us up!” * “I loved going to my first out of state Celtics game with my goya friends. I also enjoyed the historical tours and seeing HC seminary.” * "It was fun exploring new places with kids that I normally don't get a chance to do things with outside of
church."“ * “My favorite memory from the Boston trip was visiting Hellenic College. It was a great reminder of how
tight-knit and far-reaching the Greek community is; there is a place where we can go to study our faith and feel at
home as Orthodox Christians, a place where we are welcomed as friends no matter our background or familiarity.”

GOYA’s activities through the end of the year include our recently held GOYA Paschal
celebration more commonly known as "GOYA Greek Night"; our annual Paschal visit to GARC, and our
senior recognition, on Monday, May 23, at 7:30 pm (stay tuned for location) where we will bid adieu to our
seniors, and welcome our 8th graders to GOYA. It has truly been a memorable year!
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GREEK SCHOOL NEWS
Maria Theodorpulu | mariatheod@hotmail.com

It is hard to believe that in a few weeks

this School Year will come to its end. March and April
have been very fruitful months in our Greek School, as our students have made so much progress in their
knowledge of the Greek language and Greek-Orthodox tradition.
In the beginning of the Great Lent period, we talked about the Greek traditions related to the first day of Lent, “Καθαρή Δευτέρα” (Clean Monday). Also, our Greek
School students had the opportunity to taste some traditional Lenten foods and decorated their own calendar of Great Lent, a drawing of the “Lady Sarakosti” with the
seven legs, one for every week of the Great Lent.
On March 22nd we celebrated Greek
Independence Day with a program
full of Greek poems, songs and
dances performed successfully by our
students who demonstrated their
pride for their Greek origin. We all
felt so proud of them.
Greek Pascha traditions
were the focus of our classes before and after Orthodox Holy Week and our
students learned different
lessons related to this topic.
On May 24th, all families and friends of our Parish are invited to our
End-of-the-Year Program where Greek poems, songs and dances
related to the Greek islands and sea are going to be performed by our
students. Additionally, there will be a short graduation ceremony honoring this year’s graduates. It will be our pleasure to see you there!

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
Christine Perakis | cperakis@comcast.net

On behalf of the SCS Staff, we hope you all celebrated a blessed Pascha!

Our SCS students learned
so many things during Great Lent and we hope that the new and reinforced learning strengthened their experiences. Thank you to all of our SCS families who participated in several of the special services throughout Lent, including the Sunday of Orthodoxy
(see photo to the left); and, the Wednesday
night Pre-Sanctified Liturgy on April 13th.
Several of our students attended that
evening’s service and assisted with the hosting
of the Lenten Dinner provided by our SCS
Staff (see photo to the right). In the upcoming
weeks, we will continue to learn about the
post-Paschal celebration in anticipation of Pentecost. The last day of SCS classes is May 22nd. Finally, congratulations to all of our students who participated in the annual Oratorical Festival. We are so proud of all of the submissions this year. Great job!
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KOINONIA MEN’S MINISTRY
Doug Hugdahl | dhugdahl@lightsourceunlimited.com

The goal of the
Koinonia Men’s
Ministry is to provide
the men of Ascension an
opportunity for fellowship, fund raising, and
philanthropy.
After
sponsoring the Coffee
Fellowship hour back in
January to promote
membership, we were
able to grow to 34 members strong, and are hoping to add more members as the men of Ascension hear about the positive things we are doing.
We plan to meet every
few months and are fortunate to have a great
local meeting location
thanks to our President,
Doug Hugdahl, volunteering his business's
conference room in
Vernon Hills.
During
past
meetings
we
planned the successful
sponsorship of a Lenten
Dinner after the PreSanctified Liturgy on
April 6th; coordinated
the annual Pascha Card;
and have had many discussions surrounding the
upcoming Golf Outing

PLEASE
JOIN
US!

on June 24th, where all proceeds will go to the Capital Campaign. Once we enjoy a
successful golf outing, our next main event will be sponsoring the Annual Family
Picnic on September 11th.
Other ideas discussed have been to host speaker
events and a father/child outing, as well as to volunteer to help local veterans, the
homeless, and disabled children groups. Anyone interested in joining Koinonia
Men's Ministry can contact Doug Hugdahl at (847) 910-6090 or
dhugdahl@lightsourceunlimited.com.
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+ HOPE:

These past few months at HOPE have been quite eventful! We spent our time talking and
preparing for Great and Holy Lent. We made Lenten calendars so that each day the children were able to see
what special activity they could do along with their families. It is hard to believe that this great ministry has
come to a close for this Ecclesiastical Year. We thank all of our children, moms, and yiayias who have made
this ministry so fulfilling! We can’t wait to begin again next year!

+ FAITH/JOY: Faith and Joy had a wonderful Lenten Retreat on
April 22nd! We had 25 enthusiastic participants. Each grade level
had the opportunity to rotate classes and learn about the different
significant events that define Holy Week. The children created a
special craft and learned hymns and sang some songs as well. Thank
you to those who worked hard to put this great retreat together!
Photos from the event are up on Ascension’s Website Photo Gallery.
Our final gathering took place on Friday May 13th. Please contact
Desiree Petros or Presvytera Stefanie at faithjoyascension@gmail.com
if you’d like to learn more about this growing ministry.

+ ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS:

There are a number of scholarships, internships and
summer opportunities available through The Orthodox Christian Fellowship program. You can access this
information through Ascension’s website, or go directly to: http://www.ocf.net/chapters/scholarshipsopportunities/ Enjoy your summer and as you begin to plan for the next school year, stay connected with
Ascension’s OCF ministry by contacting Caity Anast (anast1028@gmail.com) so she can add you to our Parish
network.

+ JOY | Jr. GOYA | GOYA: Following Pascha, JOY/Jr.
GOYA and GOYA visited the Greek American Rehabilitation
Center and sang Christos Anesti to the residents. They also
provided them with beautiful handmade gifts along with the
Paschal greetings. JOY/Jr. GOYA will meet at church on
Monday, May 23rd for its End-of-Year gathering. GOYA will
also have its final meeting that same evening. For updates on
our vibrant GOYA ministry, including a special report on a trip the group just took to Hellenic College
HOLY CROSS in Boston, please see page 7.

+ THE 2016 ORATORICAL FESTIVAL On Saturday, May 7th, two of our Jr.
GOYANS and two of our GOYANS represented Ascension of Our Lord at the 33rd
annual Oratorical Festival, hosted this year by St. Nicholas in Oak Lawn. In all,
Ascension entered two thought-provoking essays and two beautifully written icons. In
addition, a member of our Parish Council was selected to serve as a judge. We thank
Dr. Dean Tsarwhas for serving as Ascension’s chairperson this year and congratulate
this year’s competitors.

+ JR. OLYMPICS MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND: Come support the youth of Ascension who have
signed up to participate in this year’s Jr. Olympics, May 27-29th. The weekend kicks off with bowling on
Friday evening, May 27th, at Willowbrook Lanes, at 5 p.m. Opening
ceremonies are on Saturday, May 28th, at Stagg Field (by SS Constantine
and Helen Church in Palos Hills) beginning at 8 a.m. Team members
should gather before 8 and look for the Ascension banner so that we may
march into the field for the “Parade of Churches”. For more information
and a full schedule of events, visit the Youth Pages at
www.ascensiongoc.com, or contact Esther Tegel at etegel2@gmail.com.
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2016 STEWARDS OF THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
STEWARDSHIP LIST AS OF MAY 12, 2016
“It is by offering our blessings back to God that He will be able to continue His forgiving, healing, liberating,
empowering, transfiguring, loving ministry through the Church. For God, Infinite though He be, has chosen
to work through us, through our gifts, to continue His saving work in the world today.”
— Fr. Anthony M. Coniaris

We thank the following 236 families that have made their Stewardship Pledge of time, talents and
treasures for 2016. To date, $299,262 has been pledged. Those who have not yet made their
pledge, please do so today.
Mr. & Mrs. Evan Adams
Mrs. Evelyn Adams
Mrs. Tasia Alexakos
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Anagnos
Mrs. Tina Anagnos
Mr. & Mrs. George Anagnostopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. James Anast
Mr. & Mrs. Gerard Anaszewicz
Mrs. Cynthia Angelos-Williams
Mrs. Helen Anteliz
Ms. Illiana Anthimiades
Mr. and Mrs. John Anton
Mr. & Mrs. James Antonak
Mr. George Apergis
Ms. Joann Aronis
Mr. & Mrs. Aristodes
Assimiacopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Basil Athenson
Mrs. Vivian Batsakis
Ms Elaine Beck
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Belmonte
Mr. & Mrs. Dino Beris
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Besbeas
Mr. & Mrs. Constantine Bolos
Mrs. Kathy Booras
Mr. & Mrs.Casey Brej
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Mr. & Mrs. James Bruce
Mr. & Mrs.Robert Buhler
Mr. Constantin Caparos
Mr. Jeffrey L. Carlson
Mr. Fred Chapekis
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Chatzidakis
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Chilis
Mrs. Dolores Christ
Mr. Constantine Christ
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Connolly
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Curran
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Cyrus
Mr. & Mrs. Delfield
Mr. & Mrs. Louis F. Demas
Mr. Nicholas Demet
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Demos
Dr. & Dr. Aristedie M. Diveris
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Douvlis
Mrs. Mary Drinis
Ms. Connie Dumas
Mr. Lew Dumas
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Duros
Mr. & Mrs. Ross Economy
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Elisseou
Mr. & Mrs. John Esser
Mr. & Mrs. Christ Falkides
Mr. & Mrs. George B. Filley
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Frentzas
Mr. & Mrs. Gust Gatsis
Mr. and Mrs. Angelo Georgacopoulos
Ms Penelope Gillett

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Goldenstein
Mr. & Mrs. Panagiotis N. Gountanis
Mrs. Mary Irene Greub
Dr. & Dr. George Hefner
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Heotis
Mr. & Mrs.Harry Peter Hoopis
Mr. Alexander Horemis
Mr. & Mrs. George Houpis
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Hugdahl
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Ittounas
Ms Connie James
Mr & Mrs. Loukas Jonson
Mrs. Mary Kakavas
Ms Olga Kalis
Ms Lola Kallas
Mr. Spiro Kaplanis
Mr. & Mrs. John Karagiannis
Dr. & Mrs. George Karalis
Mr. and Mrs. George Karkazis
Dr. & Mrs. Frank L. Karkazis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Karlos
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Karousos
Mrs. Dorothy Kartsunes
Mr. & Mrs. Demetri Katsulis
Mrs. Chrys Kaulentis
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Kazas
Mr. & Mrs. Spiro Kircos
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas S. Kiriakos
Mrs. Ann Klein
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Kokalias
Mr. & Mrs. John Kokinis
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Kopplin
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilios N. Kosmas
Mr. & Mrs. John Kostopoulos
Mrs. & Mrs. John Kotsonis
Mr. Tom and Eleni Kouretsos
Ms Maria Kozonis
Mr. Dean Kurtis
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Kyriazopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Zeno Ladas
Mr. & Mrs. William LaFleur
Mr. Anthony lampros
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Lampros
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Lamson
Miss Nikoleta Lelis
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Lialios
Mr. & Mrs. Simos Limperis
Ms Magdaline Liosatos
Mr. & Mrs. Stelios Logarakis
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Logothetis
Mr. & Mrs. George Logothetis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter G. Logothetis
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Loukas
Mr. Alexander Magdalinos
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Maglaris
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Maglaris
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Maglaris
Rev. Fr. Sotirios & Presb. Malamis

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Manglaras
Mrs. Denise Maniatis
Mr. & Mrs. John Manolas
Mr. & Mrs. Harilaos Mantzoros
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Marino
Mr. & Mrs. Peter G. Maris
Mr. & Mrs. James Maroudas
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Marx
Mr. & Mrs. Eli McLean
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Metropoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Metropulos
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Mitsopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Mollsen
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Moore
Mr. & Mrs. George Mouzakiotis
Mr. George Mussie
Dr. & Mrs. Dean Nichols
Ms Eva Nikellys
Mr. & Mrs. George Palmer
Mrs. Elaine Palmer
Mr. John Pantazis
Mr. & Mrs. Gust Papas
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Papastefan
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Patouhas
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Perakis
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Petropoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Petros
Ms Catherine Phillips
Mrs. Georgene Phillips
Ms Georgia Plevritis
Dr.. & Mrs. Thomas K. Poulakidas
Miss Vasiliki Poulos
Mr. & Mrs. Steven N. Poulos
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Rader
Mr. Marc L Rivette
Mr. & Mrs. Anastasios Rogaris
Mr. John Rogaris
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Rogers
Mr. & Mrs. David Rutkowski
Mr. & Mrs. Andreas Sambanis
Mr. & Mrs. James Saric
Ms Katherine Schreiber
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schuppe
Mrs. Bertha Sepsis
Ms Christine Sfondilis
Ms Elaine Simos
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Sintetas
Mr. & Mrs. William Smirles
Mrs. Dina Soteros
Ms Patty Soteros
Ms Carol Stamas
Mr. & Mrs. Evangelos Stathakopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Stavropoulos
Mrs. Elaine Stevens
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Stevens
Ms Kim Stuart
Mr. & Mrs. John Svigos
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Taranko

Mrs. Anna Tasiopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. David Tegel
Mr. & Mrs. Conrad L. Theodore
Mr. & Mrs. Luis Montero
Mr. & Mrs. John X. Thomas Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Dean Tsarwhas
Dr. & Mrs. George Tsonis
Mr. Paul Vabakos
Mr. & Mrs. James Vaselopulos
Mr. & Mrs. John Vavilis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Venetos
Mr. & Mrs. John Vlahos
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Xintaris
Mr. & Mrs. Yannakopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Perry Zafiriades
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+ WORSHIP SERVICES +
Sunday Orthros: 8:15 a.m.
Sunday Church School: 9:10 a.m.
Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m.

+ PARISH INFORMATION +
Ascension of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church
1207 Riverwoods Road, Lincolnshire, IL 60069
Phone: (847) 482-1200 Fax: (847) 482-9566
Website: www.ascensiongoc.com
Fr. Sotirios P. Malamis, Proistamenos
Church Office Hours:
Monday – Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

+ VESPERS AT ASCENSION+

+ DATES

TO REMEMBER+

Sunday, May 22nd
Sunday Church School—Student & Teacher Recognition
Monday, May 23rd
Final JOY/Jr. GOYA meeting—5:45 p.m.
GOYA “8th Grade Step-Up” & Final meeting—7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, May 24th
Greek School End-of-Year Program—5 p.m.
May 27– May 29
Jr. Olympics @ SS Constantine and Helen
Monday, May 30—Trisagio Prayers
Ridgewood (9:30 am) and Memorial Park (10:30 a.m.)
Sunday, June 12th
Graduates Sunday

Services in May: 5/7, 5/14, 5/21
Services in June: 6/4. 6/11, 6/18

Saturday, June 18th - Psychosavaton (Saturday of Souls)
Orthros 8:15 a.m.; Divine Liturgy 9:15 a.m.

+ ASCENSION OF OUR LORD +

Sunday, June 19th - Pentecost
Orthros 8:15 a.m.
Divine Liturgy & Kneeling Vespers 9:30 a.m.

Please join us for our Parish Feastday!
Wednesday, June 8th
Hierarchical Great Vespers at 7 p.m.
Thursday, June 9th
Orthros at 8:15 a.m.; Divine Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.

Ascension of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church
1207 Riverwoods Road
Lincolnshire, IL 60069

Monday, June 20th - Monday of the Holy Spirit
Orthros 8:15 a.m.; Divine Liturgy 9:15 a.m.
Thursday, June 24th
Parish Golf Outing, Deerfield Golf Club
Thursday, June 30th - Holy Apostles
Orthros 8:15 a.m.; Divine Liturgy 9:15 a.m.

