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+ Reflection +
from
Fr. Sotiri
THE TIME IS AT HAND
It is with great spiritual joy that I
communicate with all of you, my beloved
brothers and sisters in Christ of the
Ascension Church. Through God’s grace,
and the blessings of His Eminence
Metropolitan IAKOVOS of Chicago, I am
humbled to begin this ministry as your
new parish priest. I seek your prayers as Fr. Sotiri introduces his family, Presvytera Stefanie, Maria and Niko, after celebrating his first
well as your cooperation as we take off Divine Liturgy at Ascension on September 7, 2014.
on a journey that begins on earth and
He learned from his servants what had happened to the
ends in heaven. In several ways, a new parish priest united
kings of this town after their year. Therefore, over the
with the parish can be likened to a marriage. Two separate
course of the whole year he zealously gathered food and
entities, with different backgrounds, different fields of
goods and daily sent them to that island. When the year
study, now become one in God’s eyes as they all look
had run out and when he was stripped of his clothing and
towards one common goal: to glorify our Lord and
cast onto the island, he found himself amidst an enormous
evangelize His holy name throughout the world.
quantity of food, silver, gold and precious stones, and
The fall season is a natural time to assess year-tocontinued to live there even better than he lived as king in
date accomplishments and focus on goals ahead. In the
that town.
world of finances, these assessments are driven by figures
The interpretation of this story is this: the town
and financial metrics. In the same way, autumn for us
represents the world; the citizens represent the evil spirits;
Orthodox Christians is also a time to see where we are
the kings are men, either foolish or wise. The foolish men
headed and what some of our goals are, not only as
think only of the pleasures of this life, as if it were eternal;
individuals, but also as a parish community.
but in the end, death cuts everything off and they, naked of
There is a story I read some time ago which helps
all good works, go to hell. The wise, however, perform
us understand our true purpose and our final destination.
many good works, and send these good works ahead of
The citizens in a certain town had a custom of choosing as
them to the other world. At their repose, the wise kings –
king a stranger who did not know their laws and customs.
the good men – depart to that world where their
After they had crowned him king, they clothed him in
accumulated riches await them, and where they reign in
beautiful robes, fed him abundantly and surrounded him
greater eternal glory and beauty than they reigned here on
with every luxury. However, as soon as one year had
earth.
elapsed, they deposed their king, stripped him of all his
As we have already finished the first month of the
goods and his clothes, and drove him completely naked to a
new Ecclesiastical Year, we know that the time is now at
distant island, where he had neither bread nor roof nor
hand for us to recharge our spiritual batteries by making
companions, and where he would die in misery and
the Ascension part of our lives even more frequent. We can
humiliation. The citizens of this town would then choose
take advantage of the several ministries that have begun
another king, also a stranger and also for one year; then a
and make them our own. The sacrifice of putting other
third, then a fourth, then a fifth and so forth. But it once
happened that they chose a very wise and cautious man.
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OUR STEWARDSHIP MINISTRIES

PARISH REGISTRY

Rev. Fr. Sotirios P. Malamis, Proistamenos

8/02/14

Parish Ministry Team

9/27/14

Acolyte Ministry: Fr. Sotirios Malamis
Chanters: George Apergis, George Houpis, Paul Lillios,
Nick Papastratakos, Isidoros Xilas
Custodian: Andrew Paulausky
Greek School Director: Maria Theodoropulu
GOYA: Fr. Sotirios Malamis, Carol Stamas
HOPE: Presvytera Stefanie Malamis
JOY & Jr. GOYA: Leah Kartsimas, Casey Bekiaris, Stephanie
Voelker, John Anagnos
Koliva: Andrea Rogers
LOGOS: Fr. Sotirios Malamis
Men’s Ministry: James Anast
Office Secretary: Kay James
Office Volunteer: Maita Houpis
Parish Council: Thomas Kiriakos (President), Doug Hugdahl
(Vice-President), Harold Anagnos (Treasurer), David
Rutkowski (Assistant Treasurer), Nick Marino (Secretary), Bill
Athenson, Robert Buhler, George Houpis, Alex Marx,
Thomas Papastefan, Bill Smirles, Carol Stamas, Diane Sigalos
and Peter Venetos
Philoptochos President: Vicki Douvlis
Senior Synaxis President: Elaine Beck
Sunday Church School: Mia Connolly, Irene Curran

7/13/14
9/28/14

7/09/14
8/26/14
8/29/14
7/20/14
“

8/16/14
8/24/14
8/31/14

9/28/14

BAPTISMS
Daughter of Jason & Katherine Sarelas
Sponsor: Yvonne Filley
Son of Robert Allen & Christina Aronis
Sponsor: John Haritos
WEDDINGS
Loukas Rogaris & Trisevgeni Koumoutsakis
Sponsor: Nicholas Pipikios
Anastasia Domas & Matthew Smith
Sponsor: Alexandra Thomas
FUNERALS
Nick Davis, beloved cousin of Nick (Ariana)
Stevens and Elaine Stevens
Patricia (Paraskevi) Vabakos, beloved wife &
Mother of Paul & Tom Vabakos
Lola (Theodora) Vranas
MEMORIAL SERVICES
Demetra (3 months) & Konstantinos (2 yrs.)
Karlos, beloved parents of Georgia (Harold)
Anagnos
Eftihia (30 yrs) & Konstantinos (6 yrs)
Metropulos, beloved parents of Art (Sophia)
Metropulos
Nick Davis (40 days), beloved cousin of Nick
(Ariana) Stevens and Elaine Stevens
Andy Bratsakis (6 mos.)
Despina Caparos (5 yrs), beloved wife &
mother of Constantin and Helene, George &
Yianny Caparos
Patricia (Paraskevi) Vabakos (40-days)

UPDATE FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
As we have shared previously, the Parish Council was saddened to learn of Father Jim’s resignation, effective August
17th, so that he could take a medical leave of absence and echoes his own wishes that someday he will be able to return to the
service of the Church in some capacity. Until that time, Father Jim, Presbytera Nasia, and their entire family always will have, as
Father Demetrios and Presbytera Rose have had and will continue to have, a home at the Ascension of Our Lord. On October 5,
2014, the Parish Council hosted a Parish-wide dinner to honor and show our appreciation to Father Jim for his over fifteen years
of service as our Founding Priest. The dinner took place at Meridian Banquet and Conference Center and although many people
contributed their time, talents, and treasures to this event, we would like to especially recognize and thank the Event’s Co-Chairs
Alex Marx and Nick Marino, for all of the work planning this most special event.
The Parish Council welcomed, effective September 1st, Father Sotirios P. Malamis as our new Proistamenos, as well as
Presbytera Stefanie and their children, Maria and Nikolas, to the Ascension. While this transition has been unexpected, and as
Father Jim himself noted in his July 27th letter to the entire Parish, change is not always easy, we believe that Father Sotirios is the
right choice to serve as our new priest and, in doing so, to build on the foundation established under Father Jim’s pastoral love
and guidance at the Ascension of Our Lord during these last 15½ years.
In other important news, the Parish Council is continuing to pursue our building plans. A neighborhood meeting was
held on August 20th at the Church, where neighbors were invited to see and ask questions about our new plans. Through our
attorney, we have appeared in front of the Lincolnshire Village Board to ask that our new plans be formally referred to the
Architecture Review Board (“ARB”) as the next step before being considered by the Village Board, and we are in the process of
submitting our plans, with slightly enhanced landscaping to satisfy minimum code requirements, to the ARB. Our goal remains
to have Village Board approval of our plans by the end of this calendar year. We will continue to keep you informed of the
progress of these efforts as events unfold, particularly as to the date of any Village Board meeting to consider such approval.
Village requirements (including the aforementioned ARB review) must be satisfied before such a meeting can get scheduled.
Finally, the Parish Council would like to recognize and thank the Koinonia Board for organizing and hosting the family
picnic on September 7th, which took place after Divine Liturgy and a special service in honor of Ascension’s first Godparent/
Godchild Sunday. More than 350 people enjoyed delicious food, beautiful weather, and Ascension fellowship at this first-ever
picnic sponsored by Koinonia. See the update later in this newsletter to take note of the individuals who contributed to this
wonderful event.
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PARISH NEWS












A WARM WELCOME to Father Sotiri Malamis, who has been assigned as our new Proistamenos. He started his
ministry at Ascension of Our Lord on September 1st. We welcome him, his Presvytera Stefanie and their two
children, Maria and Niko. We look forward to working with him in his new ministry.
PLEASE NOTE that a Paraklesis Service will be celebrated every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. and will be followed by
LOGOS. Please join us!
VESPERS SERVICE will take place on Saturdays at 5:00 p.m. This is a beautiful way of preparing ourselves for
Sunday’s Divine Liturgy. Please try to attend.
MANY THANKS to all the ladies that brought vasiliko (basil) for the decoration of the tray on Sunday,
September 14th. Our sincere thanks also to Sophia Metropulos who was responsible for the decoration of the tray
and the Icon. God be with you all.
SAVE THE DATE of Saturday, December 6th for the Gingerbread Decorating event, which will take place
immediately after the Divine Liturgy. More information will be available. However, if you are interested, please
feel free to call the Church Office.
EVERY SUNDAY the Orthros begins at 8:15 a.m. followed by the Divine Liturgy at 9:30 a.m. We welcome all
visitors. Our doors and hearts are always open to you. Please join us for worship and coffee fellowship. If you
would like any information about our services, please feel free to call the church office at (847) 482-1200 Mondays
through Fridays, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
OCTOBER 5th, was the day our parish joyfully honored Father Jim, Ascension of Our Lord’s Founding Priest,
and Presbytera Nasia Gordon for more than 15 years of ministry. The dinner was celebrated at the Meridian
Banquet Hall. (See photos on page 7 and in the photo gallery at www.ascensiongoc.com).
Left: LOGOS
(Living Our
Greek Orthodox
Faith) is a weekly
series offered on
Wednesday
evenings to explore the Orthodox Faith. This
fall, Fr. Sotiri is
reflecting on The
Beatitudes.
Each session
begins with a
Paraklesis to the
Theotokos service at 6:30 p.m.
Lower left: Father Sotiri leads the congregation in worshipping
the Holy Cross during the September 14th Feast Day of the
Exaltation of the Cross. Above: Fr. Sotiri, a certified instructor
of Byzantine Music, broadcasts a weekly on-line interactive
chant class, live from Lincolnshire! This innovative and highly
successful program, which has national reach, began a year ago
and is the first of its kind. For more information, visit our website;
or, speak to Fr. Sotiri personally about his passion for teaching
the art of byzantine chant.

Continued from Page 1
things off to follow Christ and be a part of our parish ministries is immense. The blessings, however, far exceed the toil and struggle
of giving something else up in order to be under the shelter of our Church.
This newsletter, along with our Parish website and weekly bulletin, serve to keep you informed and up to date on the life of
our parish. This life is not for others, but it is our life. So, who shall we resemble, the foolish kings who sought after the things in
life which are temporal and flimsier than shadows? Rather, we should resemble the wise kings who are planning for the long-term,
to ultimately reach the destination that God has prepared for us. Let us walk together and use our Church to store up our good
deeds and life in preparation for the next one. Our Lord receives all of us and our parish home serves that purpose. St. Paul the
Apostle speaks to all of us today:“Brethren, salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed; the night is far gone, the day is at
hand” (Romans 13:11).
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GREEK SCHOOL NEWS
The new 2014-2015 school year has started with blessings, joy and enthusiasm for our Ascension Greek School teachers,
students and families. Tuesday classes began on September 16th, and the happy faces and voices of our Greek School
students once again filled the classrooms. That day, teachers, students and
family members attended the Blessing of the Waters (Agiasmos) and
received the blessings of Fr. Sotirios, as he sprinkled everyone with the holy
water. (See photo at right.) We welcome all our Greek School families and
especially the new ones who joined us this year! Once again, our highly
educated and enthusiastic teachers will do their best this year to help all our
students learn the Greek language and Greek-Orthodox tradition in a warm
and friendly environment.
The Thursday evening Greek Language and Culture Program for Adults/Adolescents has also started. There are two
levels this year: (a) beginners and (b) intermediate/advanced. These two levels target our former and new students
who wish to learn Greek, or, “brush up” their Greek. Registration materials and class schedules can be found at
www.ascensiongoc.com. We all anticipate that this will be another blessed, exciting and fruitful year for our
Ascension Greek School! For more information, please contact Maria Theodoropulu at mariatheod@hotmail.com.

Greek School students
enjoy their snack outside
during a beautiful Fall
afternoon in September.

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS
Sunday Church School is underway for the 2104-2015 School year. If you
have not registered your children, please do so by using the online registration form found on our website. We welcome our Staff and children
back for another wonderful year of Sunday Church School! Classes begin
at 9:10.
Thank you to our wonderful teachers and assistants:
Pre - K Mary Rogers & Elaina Tsarwahs
Kindergarten Cristin Berns (Nicole Hefner)
1st Grade - Caity Anast (Sophia Connolly)
2nd Grade- Cynthia Tobin (Timi Douvlis)
3rd Grade - Suzanne Saric (Julie Frentzas)
4th Grade - Jim Anast
5th-8th Grade - Christine Perakis (Vanessa Katz)
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact our Directors:
Mia Connolly (Miaps@aol.com) and Irene Curran
(Curranlaw@sbcglobal.net)

Sunday Church School Open House took place in early
October. Above, Jim Anast talks about his plans for
teaching Ascension’s 4th graders. Below, 5th-8th graders, along with their parents, listen to Christine Perakis
as she discuss her goals for the upcoming year.
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+ JOY AND JR. GOYA meets on Mondays from 5:45 to 7:25 p.m. This year’s theme is “The Joyful Feast” and in addition to
several fun activities and field trips, members will study and explore the Divine Liturgy. We welcome this year, Leah
Kartsimas and Casey Bekiaris as our new advisors, assisted by Stephanie Voelker and John Anagnos. If you are in Grades 4-8,
we hope to see you on Monday nights! See the parish website for more information.
+ GOYA meets on Mondays from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. and is exploring a number of relevant topics this year. GOYANs already
went miniature golfing; roasted marshmellows during a Fireside Chat with Fr. Sotiri; and, prepared care packages for
Ascension College Freshmen. Looking ahead, the high schoolers will watch and discuss “God’s Not Dead” during an
upcoming movie night; and, sponsor the popular annual Gingerbread Decorating Event on Saturday, December 6th.
Registration for all youth programs is ongoing — Don’t miss out on these great opportunities to make new friends, be a part
of service projects to help those in need and get involved in the life of the Church.
+ ACOLYTES: Boys in grades 4-12 can serve in the Holy Altar as Acolytes. If you are interested, please speak to Fr. Sotiri.
+ HOPE: Friendships formed in youth groups have a tendency to last a lifetime. Our HOPE program, which expands on
Ascension’s formerly known Toddlers and Parents program, fosters these friendships at a young age and plants the seeds of our
Orthodox Faith into the young minds of our children. If you have a child between the ages of 40 days and 4 years old, please
join us weekly on Wednesday mornings to interact with other parents and participate in hands-on activities, prayer, songs and
field trips. For more information, contact Presvytera Stefanie, or visit the Parish website.

Left: Toddlers light candles and venerate the
icons at the first HOPE meeting. Middle: A table
created by Maria Vlahos and filled with wonderful
activities keeps future crafters busy during the
Koinonia Picnic. Above Right: Fr. Sotiri
blesses our youth during
an Agiasmos Service for
JOY/Jr.GOYA offered at
the start of the new
Ecclesiastic year.
And... Maria Perakis
(right) proudly displays
her prizes after winning
longest drive for the
women and closest to the
hole at the annual Golf Outing!

SENIOR SYNAXIS
UPCOMING EVENTS:
+ Thursday, October 16th: Trip to Hindu Temple.
Meet at Ascension at 8 a.m.
+ Thursday, November 20: General Meeting
10:30 a.m. at Ascension
Please contact Elaine Beck at 847.367.5227
for more information.
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS (Search “Ascension Philoptochos” on Facebook and “Like Us”)
More than 50 people attended the Philoptochos Membership Kick Off on Thursday,
September 18th. Members climbed aboard the Ascension Gondola and let God's love lift them
up! This annual kick off meeting allows parish family members to experience the giving arm
of the Orthodox church! Annual membership is open to all over the age of 18 and allows the
Philoptochos to support those in need on a local, national, and global level. The dedication
and love of others is evident in the work that the Philoptochos does to provide for those who
have fallen ill; gives peace and hope to those who need spiritual uplifting and support; and,
provides for those who lack basic human needs.
On October 2nd, Philoptochos rolled out the pink carpet with its
3rd annual Power of Pink (POP) event as more than 500 movie-goers
filled the Pickwick theatre to watch Christmas with the Karountzoses.
POP, which is held in collaboration with Sts. Peter and Paul and
Saint John the Baptist Philoptochos chapters, honors the memory of
those who have lost their lives to breast cancer; celebrates the
survivors; and, supports those currently fighting the battle. The
audience enjoyed a special appearance by the actor, writer, director and producer of the movie,
Robert Krantz.
Our next event is the annual Philoptochos Membership Brunch which will be held at Lovell's of Lake
Forest on Sunday, October 26th, immediately following the Divine Liturgy. This wonderful family event sells out quickly, so make
your reservations soon! Please contact Lisa Karkazis (Membership Chair) with any questions at lkarkazis@gmail.com.
Come join the giving arm of the Orthodox Church! Philoptochos is Compassion. Philoptochos is Love!

KOINONIA MEN’S MINISTRY NEWS
More than 350 people enjoyed delicious food, beautiful weather, and
Ascension fellowship after Divine Liturgy on September 7 th at the
Koinonia Family Picnic. The Parish Council recognizes and thanks the
Koinonia Board—Jim Anast (Chairman), Conrad Theodore, Scott Gordon,
Dean Kurtis, and Alex Marx—for the endless hours spent planning, preparing
for, and running such a wonderful event and, joins the members of the board
in expressing their sincere thanks and gratitude to the following people for
their invaluable donations: Jim Maroudas (hamburgers, hot dogs, buns, and
equipment), Jimmy Nicolau (Grecian Delight) (chicken souvlaki, gyros, pita,
tzatziki sauce, and equipment), Steve and Maria Demet (Graziano’s) (salad,
hamburger toppings, and equipment), and our Philoptochos (desserts). These
donations, and the free-will offerings made by those attending the picnic, enabled the Men’s Ministry to cover the entire cost of the event, including the shuttle bus. The Koinonia board would also like to thank the following individuals
for their participation and guidance: Jim Maroudas, Vicki Douvlis, Kathy
Rutkowski, Maria Vlahos, Jim Patouhas, John Patouhas, Tom Papastefan, Bill
Smirles, and Carol Stamas. The board would also like to recognize and thank
our cooks and servers who gave of their time and talents, including the thankless task of clean-up: Jim Anast, Bill Athenson, Steve Demet, Rick Duros, Scott
Gordon, Doug Hugdahl, Alex James, Demetri Katsulis, Dean Kurtis, Bob
Mantzoros, Nick Marino, Jim Maroudas, Dean Nichols, Angelo Panos, Nick
Papastratakos, Harry Perakis, David Rutkowski, Conrad Theodore, Frankie
Theodore, Dean Tsarwhas and Dave Tegel, as well as George Kartsimas for his
parking lot duty.
The Men’s Ministry hosted Ascension’s annual golf outing on August
22nd at the Highland Park Country Club when more than 40 golfers enjoyed a
beautiful day on the course. Approximately 75 guests came to the evening
festivities that included a buffet dinner and auction. The Koinonia group
thanks its sponsors and plans to donate the majority of the proceeds raised at
this year's golf outing to the Church's Capital Campaign Fund.
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Visit
www.ascensiongoc.com
for calendar updates.

JOYFULLY HONORING ASCENSION OF OUR LORD’S
FOUNDING PRIEST
PROTOPRESBYTER JAMES S. GORDON

To view a collection of photos from the October 5th event in honor of Father Gordon, visit the photo gallery at www.ascensiongoc.com
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WORSHIP SERVICES

PARISH INFORMATION

Sunday Orthros: 8:15 a.m.
Sunday Church School: 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m.

Ascension of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church
1207 Riverwoods Road
Lincolnshire, IL 60069
Phone: (847) 482-1200 Fax: (847) 482-9566
Website: www.ascensiongoc.com
Fr. Sotirios P. Malamis, Proistamenos
Church Office Hours:
Monday – Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

+ PARAKLESIS - SUPPLICATIONS TO THE THEOTOKOS +

Wednesday, October 15th - 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, October 22nd - 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, October 29th - 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, November 5th - 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, November 19th - 6:30 p.m.
+ VESPERS +
Saturday, October 18th - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, October 25th - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, November 1st - 5:00 p.m.
+ ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS IN THE TEMPLE +
Friday, November 21st
Orthros at 8:15 a.m. and Divine Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.

ANALYPSIS NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Deadline for November/December newsletter: October 25th
Please submit all information to Suzanne Saric in the Church Office
or via e-mail at suzannesaric@sbcglobal.net

Ascension of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church
1207 Riverwoods Road
Lincolnshire, IL 60069

DATES TO REMEMBER...
October 18th
St. Luke the Evangelist
Orthros 8:15 a.m.—Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.
October 23rd
St. Iakovos
Orthros & Divine Liturgy 9:00 a.m. @ the Cathedral
Sunday, October 26th
Philoptochos Membership Brunch
Tuesday, October 28th
Holy Protection of the Theotokos
Orthros 8:15 a.m.—Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.
December 6th
Gingerbread Decorating Event

