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+ Reflection +
from
Fr. Sotiri
God Loves the Cheerful Giver
Beloved Stewards of the Ascension,
As we prepare to embark on another year of
offering our Stewardship of time, talents, and treasures to
God, I wish to share with you a short reflection on
Stewardship. Stewardship Sunday in our Parish will be
on November 15, 2015. I pray you can be with us on that
day so we can begin this blessed journey together as one
family.
In his second epistle to the Corinthians, St. Paul
writes, “Everyone must give as determined in his heart; not
grudgingly, nor of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver” (II
Cor. 9:7). These words of St. Paul offer us a landmark
teaching on Christian Stewardship which relates to our
present day situation more than ever.
The trouble with most of church giving is that it is
out of proportion to what we have, to what we earn. The
important thing in Christian giving is not “how much” we
give, but “how much in comparison to our ability”. A gift
does not need to be large in order to be significant. It is
great or small in proportion to the amount of other things
we possess.
One of the greatest examples of Christian
Stewardship is the poor widow who came into the
Temple one day and gave “all she had”. It was not much,
just a fraction of a cent, but it caused the treasury bell to
ring and Christ to give her a commendation that we will
remember down through the centuries: “Truly, I say to you
that this poor widow has put in more than all those who have
given to the treasury; for they all put in out of their abundance,
but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole
livelihood” (Mark 12: 43-44)
The Bible reveals to us that God takes note of our
giving. This poor widow is counted to have given a great
gift, having kept nothing for herself. Those who give out
of their abundance but keep plenty for themselves are
counted by God to have given very little. (See Acts 10:4
re: Cornelius’s Vision)

One of Ascension’s newest ministries, FAITH and JOY,
brings K-5th graders together monthly for fellowship and fun. At
October’s meeting, Father explains how the hand censer is
used to bless the altar and homes, as the group explores this
year’s theme, “The Church is Our Home.”

Being inspired from the spiritual counsel of St.
Paul, we are reminded to give proportionately as God has
blessed you. And then give lovingly. True Christian
giving begins with my personal commitment to Christ,
and it proceeds from there. It says, “If you don’t love
God, don’t give. God does not need the token of support
of those who do not really care.” However, Christian
giving says, “If you do love God, let your giving be some
indication of the measure of that love.”
Give generously. “He who sows sparingly will
also reap sparingly” (II. Cor. 9:6). When it comes to
giving to God and His work, let us give with generosity as
you would if your loved one were in need and presented
a request. Let us not think of it so much as a practical
issue but rather as a spiritual issue. St. Paul speaks to us
today and says, “He who sows bountifully, will also reap
bountifully” (II Cor. 9:6). Your generous giving helps our
Parish to meet the challenge of spreading Christ’s word
and our Orthodox Faith.
Continued on page 8
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OUR STEWARDSHIP MINISTRIES
Rev. Fr. Sotirios P. Malamis, Proistamenos

PARISH REGISTRY
9/6/15

Parish Ministry Team
Acolyte Ministry: Fr. Sotirios Malamis
Chanters: George Apergis, George Houpis, Paul Lillios,
Nick Papastratakos, Isidoros Xilas
Custodian: Paul Garza III
Greek School Director: Maria Theodoropulu
GOYA: Fr. Sotirios Malamis, Carol Stamas
HOPE: Presvytera Stefanie Malamis
FAITH/JOY: Desiree Petros, Presvytera Stefanie Malamis
JOY & Jr. GOYA: Fr. Sotirios Malamis, Aimiliane Lialios,
Stephanie Voelker
Koliva: Andrea Rogers
LOGOS: David Rutkowski
Men’s Ministry: James Anast
Office Secretary: Renee Maltezos
Parish Council: Thomas Kiriakos (President), Doug Hugdahl
(Vice-President), Harold Anagnos (Treasurer), David Rutkowski
(Assistant Treasurer), Nick Marino (Secretary), Bill Athenson,
Robert Buhler, George Houpis, Bob Mantzoros , Alex Marx,
Thomas Papastefan, Diane Sigalos, Bill Smirles, Carol Stamas,
and Peter Venetos
Philoptochos President: Anna Duros
Senior Synaxis President: Elaine Beck
Sunday Church School: Christine Perakis
Webmaster & Newsletter Editor: Suzanne Saric

9/12/15
9/12/15
9/20/15
10/4/15

9/6/15

40-DAY BLESSINGS
Son of Trisevgeni and Loukas Rogaris
BAPTISMS
William, son of Mark and Jennifer Klein
Sponsor: Kristyn Graca
Maria, daughter of Christopher and Kristyn
Graca Sponsor, Mary Klein
Emmanuela, daughter of Helen Caparos
Sponsors: David & Maria Wallach
Evangeline, daughter of Dino and Lisa Malamis
Sponsors: Demetri & Patrice Malamis
CHRISMATION
Michelle Havrilla Sponsor: Maria Chase

WEDDINGS
John Vlahos & Cory Minorini
Sponsor: Vicki Lardas
9/5/15
Thomas Peters & Amy Maroudas
Sponsors: Manoli & Robin Sargetakis
10/4/15 Thomas Turner & Stephanie Kopplin
Sponsor: Andrew Kopplin
10/25/15 Michael Roop & Dimitra Liacopoulos
Sponsor: Dino Angelos

9/5/15

9/27/15

MEMORIAL SERVICE
Athanasios Kyriakopoulos (1 year), beloved
father of Chris (Harriet) Kyros

UPDATE FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
Tom Kiriakos | 312.925.8864
Work continues regarding the building plans and the development and rolling out of a
renewed capital campaign. We expect to provide an update regarding both at the November 8, 2015 General Assembly. Please plan to attend this important meeting, which will take place directly after the Divine
Liturgy. The proposed 2016 operating and capital budgets also will be submitted and considered at the
November 8th General Assembly The notice and full agenda for that meeting was sent to all stewards the
last week of October and we are hopeful that you will note it on your calendars and make every effort to
attend.
November is stewardship month. 2016 pledge cards are in the process of being prepared and will be
available shortly. Members of the Parish Council are expected to submit their 2016 pledges at the end of
Liturgy on Sunday, November 15, 2016, which has been designated as Stewardship Sunday. As you
consider your own family’s pledge for 2016, please consider not
only the financial (“treasures”) aspects of that pledge, but also
what you are interested in contributing and able to contribute of
your time and talents to the health and growth of the Ascension.
As our Parish continues to grow and thrive, our future will be
even brighter with the greater involvement of our stewards in the
ministries, both old and new, of our church. Please consider increasing your own involvement! Thank you.
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PARISH NEWS


IF YOU HAVEN’T YET MET RENEE MALTEZOS, Ascension’s Office
Administrator, stop by the Church to say hello. Renee started working at
Ascension last Spring and comes to our Church with a wealth of experience
in many areas, including finance, technology and management. You can reach
Renee by calling the Church office at 847.482.1200 between the hours of 9 a.m.
and 3 p.m.
ON OCTOBER 18th, the United Hellenic Voters of
America presented Father Sotirios with the “Most Distinguished Award” in the field of
Religion in recognition of his achievement and contribution to the youth and Greek
Orthodox way of life. Fifteen years ago in 1995, Fr. Sotiri fondly recalls when his father,
Rev. Fr. Panagiotis Malamis, received the same award! The two of them gave the
invocation together at this year’s event. The Ascension Parish Family wishes our
beloved priest AXIOS!





OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHIES to the family of Tyrone Adams who fell asleep in the Lord in October.
We pray that God grant him eternal rest and bring comfort to his family during this difficult time. + May
his memory be eternal.



WE ALSO EXTEND OUR CONDOLENCES to Annette (Mike) Sutherland whose mother, Tessie
Andreakis, fell asleep in the Lord on October 30th. + May her memory be eternal.



THE LOGOS MINISTRY is underway and meets on Wednesday evenings
preceded by a 6:30 p.m. Paraklesis Service. Fr. Sotiri is giving participants an
in-depth and very practical look at the Divine Liturgy, with an emphasis on
the traditions, symbolism and mystery behind the Holy Eucharist. The topic
is very relevant and interesting and has generated great dialogue among
participants. Remaining sessions this calendar year are 11/11, 12/2, 12/9
and 12/16. On 12/16, in place of Paraklesis, the Sacrament of Holy Unction
will be offered in preparation for the Nativity of Christ. Join us!

IF YOU LOOK CLOSELY at the back east wall of the altar, you’ll notice
that it’s been adorned with 10 new icons, all contributed with the generosity of
Parish members. In addition to the icons of the Three Heirarchs — St. Basil
the Great; St. John Chrysostom and St. Gregory the Theologian — which are
always present in an Orthodox altar, the following icons were thoughtfully
selected by Fr. Sotiri: St. Athanasios the Great, St. James the Brother of our
Lord, St. Nicholas, St. Nektarios, St. Spyridon, St. John Maximovitch and St.
Luke the Physician. At every Divine Liturgy, the Saints are always present,
interceding for us so it is a beautiful blessing for us to see their images as we venerate the altar.



THE NATIVITY FAST takes place November 15—December 24. Fish, wine and olive oil are permitted,
except on Wednesdays and Fridays, until December 17. See article on page 6 for more information about
this beautiful time period when we anticipate our Lord’s birth and all of the blessings that come with it.



THE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT will take place on Sunday, December 13. Don’t pass up this opportunity
to witness and watch our Sunday Church School children set the stage for a beautiful Nativity season.



THE CHURCH OFFICE is using email as an additional method of communicating to the
Ascension Parish. While the bulletin and newsletter continue to be the primary sources of
information, our website and email blasts also provide timely and important updates of
Ascension services, meetings and fellowship events. If your primary email address isn’t on
file with us, please call the Church office at 847.482.1200. In addition, please visit
www.ascensiongoc.com and click the “Join Our E-Mail List” icon to ensure that you will
receive future electronic communications. Thank you.
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STEWARDSHIP
Harold Anagnos | Stewardship Committee Chair

Announcing AScEnSion oF ouR LoRD’S
2016 Stewardship prograM

The Stewardship of Talents, Time and Treasurers
By: Harold Anagnos, Stewardship Committee Chair
As we approach the time to dedicate our thoughts on Stewardship this
month, it is necessary to reflect on the importance of Talents and Time.
A quick confidential scan of our 2015 pledge cards by our office manager revealed that 75% of us do not complete the time and talents portion of the pledge card. In reality, only 72 pledges contained any commitment of talents
and time.
Our current ministries -- and the many more ministries we can initiate -- require our participation beyond the
point of writing a check or availing a credit card to handle our pledge of treasures.
Low participation in offering of time and talents is not unique to our community. Many of our sister churches do
not even have a section for time and talent on the stewardship pledge card.
Besides our priest, office staff, Greek School teachers and our janitor, the other 72 people who are the muscle and
energy of our ministries are 100% volunteers of time and treasures.
If we compensate all of these dedicated stewards at minimum wage, we would need to increase our annual stewardship of treasures by 125% -- an average of $2,430 per family. These people are invaluable to our ministries! The
way to thank them is by committing our own time and talents on our 2016 pledge form. Please consider these people
and join them in making our community strong!

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 15

Ascension’s 2016 Stewardship Program will kick-off on Stewardship Sunday,
November 15th. Pledge cards will be mailed shortly. Please prayerfully and
thoughtfully fill them out, bearing in mind that you can make a difference
through your annual offering of time, talents and treasures. Stewards recently
received their final quarterly statement for 2015. With humble gratitude, we
ask that you please complete your 2015 contributions in a timely manner. May
God Bless all Ascension stewards for giving from the heart, thus enabling this
Parish to beautifully minister to our faithful.

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE
Mia Connolly | miaps@aol.com
The Fellowship Committee was recently
formed as a sub-committee of the Capital
Campaign Committee. Its purpose is to
organize and host events that are in addition to what our many ministries currently offer. This way, we can strengthen and
expand our fellowship by inviting new
people into our church community. We
hosted our first Luncheon at
Demetri's restaurant on October 18,
and were joined by over 90 parishioners! (See photos here and also on
the website photo gallery.) Our
next event is a Cocktail Reception
on November 14th, at the Lake Forest Club, from 7-9 p.m. We invite
our adult Stewards to join us for cocktails and hors d’oeuvres, while enjoying time to socialize with fellow parishioners. Details regarding the 11/14 event can be found on the
Church website at www.ascensiongoc.com.
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2015 STEWARDS OF THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
STEWARDSHIP LIST AS OF 11/1/2015
Jesus said, “Well done good and faithful servant.”
He did not say, “Well said.”
He did not say, “Well planned.”
He did not say, “Well thought.”
And He did not say, “Well intended.” But He said, “Well DONE, good and faithful servant.”
The emphasis for us as Christians is in doing. We are called to give the best we have and to do the best we can to promote God’s Kingdom on earth.
— Fr. Anthony M Coniaris

We thank the following 301 parishioners who have made their Stewardship Pledge of time, talents
and treasures for 2015. To date, $304,597 has been pledged. Those who have not yet made their pledge, please do so today!
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander P. Adams
Mr. & Mrs. Evan Adams
Mr. & Mrs. Paul A. Adams
Mrs. Evelyn Adams
Mr. & Mrs. Deno Alexakos
Mrs. Tasia Alexakos
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Anagnos
Mrs. Tina Anagnos
Mr. & Mrs. George Anagnostopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. James Anast
Mr. & Mrs. Gerard Anaszewicz
Mr. & Mrs. Spiro Angelos
Mr. & Mrs. Anteliz
Mrs. Illiana Anthimiades
Mr. & Mrs. James Antonak
Mr. & Mrs. James Antonopoulos
Mr. George Apergis
Mr. & Mrs. William Apostolakis
Mrs. Joanne Aronis
Mr. & Mrs. Rob Aronis-Allen
Mr. & Mrs. Basil Athenson
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Papas-Attia
Mrs. Laura Bakakos
Dr. & Mrs. Steve Ballis
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Banakis
Mrs. Vivian Batsakis
Mrs. Elaine Beck
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Beiriger
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Bekiaris
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Belmonte
Mr. & Mrs. Dino Beris
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Berns
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Besbeas
Mr. & Mrs. Constantine Bolos
Mrs. Kathy Booras
Ms. Sia Booras
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Boufis
Mr. & Mrs. Casey Brej
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Ms. Stacie Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Buhler
Mr. Constantin Caparos
Ms. Helen Caparos
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey L. Carlson
Ms. Jeanne Carter
Mr. Fred Chapekis
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Chapekis Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Chatzidakis
Mr. & Mrs. Jaime Childs
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Chilis
Mr. Constantine Christ
Mrs. Dolores Christ
Mr. George Christie
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Columbus
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Connolly
Mr. & Mrs. William Conopeotis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Cotsiomitis
Mr. & Mrs. James Couvall
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Curran
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Cyrus
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Delfield-Aronis
Mrs. Virginia Deliyannis
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Demas
Mr. Nicholas DeMet
Mr. & Mrs. Steven DeMet
Mr. Dimitrios Demos
Mr. & Mrs. Desiniotes
Mrs. Denise Ditka
Dr. & Dr. Aristedie Diveris
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Douvlis
Mr. & Mrs. Douvogiannis
Mrs. Mary Drinis
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Duitsman
Ms. Constance Dumas
Mr. Lew Dumas

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Duros
Mr. & Mrs. Ross Economy
Mr. & Mrs. John Esser
Mr. & Mrs. James T. Facklis
Mr. & Mrs. Christ Falkides
Mr. & Mrs. George B. Filley
Mrs. Tina Foutris
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Frentzas
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Ftikas
Ms. Alexandra Galanopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Dean G. Galanopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Gust Gatsis
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Gatsis
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Georgacopoulos
Ms. Nancy Gianaras
Mr. & Mrs. Soterios Giannos
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Gillett
Mr. & Mrs. C. Goldenstein
Fr. & Pres. James S. Gordon
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Gordon
Dr. & Dr. Thomas Gough
Mr. & Mrs. Panagiotis N. Gountanis
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Graca
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Grant
Mrs. Mary Irene Greub
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Hamburg
Dr. & Dr. George Hefner
Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Herbst
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Hoopis
Mr. & Mrs. George Houpis
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Hugdahl
Mr. & Mrs. Aristotelis Ioannidis
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Ittounas
Mr. & Mrs. Alex James
Ms. Connie James
Mrs. Kay James
Mr. & Mrs. Loukas Jonson
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kaitson
Mrs. Mary Kakavas
Mr. & Mrs. Evan Kakis
Mr. & Mrs. Emanuel Kalanarhos
Ms. Olga Kalis
Ms. Valerie Kalis
Ms. Lola Kallas
Mr. & Mrs. Andy Kalyviaris
Mr. & Mrs. Spyros Kapsalis
Mr. & Mrs. John Karagiannis
Dr. & Mrs. George Karalis
Dr. & Mrs. Frank Karkazis
Mr. & Mrs. George Karkazis
Mrs. Helen Karkazis
Mr. & Mrs. Konstantinos Karlos
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Karlos
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Karousos
Miss Eleni Kartsimas
Mr. & Mrs. George Kartsimas
Mr. Louis Kartsimas
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Kartsunes
Mr. & Mrs. Demetri Katsulis
Mr. & Mrs. Sumner Katz
Mrs. Chrys Kaulentis
Mr. Samuel A. Kavathas
Mr. Samuel Kavathas Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Kazas
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth Kehl
Mr. & Mrs. Spiro Kircos
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas S. Kiriakos
Mrs. Anne Klein
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Klein
Mr. & Mrs. Steven C. Koclanes
Mr. & Mrs. John Kokinis
Mr. & Mrs. James Konstant
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Kopplin
Dr. & Mrs. Michael N. Korompilas
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Korompilas
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilios N. Kosmas

Mr. & Mrs. John Kostopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. John Kotsonis
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Kozonis
Mr. Loukas Kozonis
Mr. & Mrs. Kozub
Mr. Dean Kurtis
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Kyriazopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Kyros
Mr. & Mrs. William LaFleur
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Lampros
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Lialios
Judge & Mrs. Paul Lillios
Mr. & Mrs. Simos Limperis
Ms. Magdaline Liosatos
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Lobosco
Mr. & Mrs. Stelios Logarakis
Mr. & Mrs. George Logothetis
Mr. & Mrs. James Logothetis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter G. Logothetis
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Loukas
Mr. Alexander Magdalinos
Rev. Fr. Sotirios & Pres. Malamis
Mrs. Denise Maniatis
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Mantas
Mr. & Mrs. Harilaos Mantzoros
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Marino
Mr. & Mrs. Peter G. Maris
Mr. & Mrs. James Maroudas
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Marx
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Matalas
Mr. & Mrs. Sean McFarland
Mr. & Mrs. Eli McLean
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Metropoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Metropoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Metropulos
Ms. Diana Metropulos
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Metropulos-Milnes
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Mikuzis
Mrs. Georgia Mitchell
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Mitsopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Mollsen
Mr. & Mrs. Theodoropulu-Montero
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Moore
Mr. & Mrs. George Mouzakiotis
Mr. George Mussie
Dr. & Mrs. Dean Nichols
Mr. & Mrs. James Nicolaou
Ms. Eva Nikellys
Mr. & Mrs. John Nikitas
Mrs. Pauline Norris
Mrs. Elaine Palmer
Mr. & Mrs. George Palmer
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Panagakis
Mr. & Mrs. John Panchisin
Dr. & Dr. Angelo Panos
Mr. & Mrs. John Pantazis
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Papagianis
Mr. & Mrs. John Papadopoulos
Mr. Konstantino Papadopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Papastefan
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Papastratakos
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Papavasisliou
Mr. & Mrs. Andreas Parashos
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Patouhas
Mr. & Mrs. John Patrinos
Mr. Michael Pavlatos
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Perakis
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Petropoulos
Mrs. Angie Petropoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Petros
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Petros
Ms. Catherine Phillips
Mrs. Georgene Phillips
Mr. & Mrs. Milton Pissios
Mr. & Mrs. Nondas Plesiotis
Mr. Dimitrios Plevritis

Mrs. Georgia Plevritis
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas K. Poulakidas
Mr. & Mrs. Steven N. Poulos
Mr. & Mrs. George Poulos
Mr. & Mrs. Prousis
Mr. Tim Provias
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Rader
Mr. & Mrs. George Revelas
Mr. Marc L. Rivette
Mr. & Mrs. Anastasios Rogaris
Mr. & Mrs. John Rogaris
Mr. & Mrs. Loukas Rogaris
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Rogers
Mr. & Mrs. David Rutkowski
Mr. & Mrs. Andreas Sambanis
Mr. & Mrs. James Saric
Ms. Katherine Schreiber
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schuppe
Mr. & Mrs. David Scoco
Mrs. Bertha Sepsis
Ms. Christine Sfondilis
Ms. Katherine Siavelis
Mrs. Marina Sigalos
Ms. Elaine Simos
Mr. & Mrs. Evangelos Simos
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Sindles
Mr. & Mrs. William Smirles
Mrs. Dina Soteros
Ms. Patty Soteros
Ms. Carol Stamas
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Stamatis
Mr. & Mrs. Evangelos Stathakopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Stavropoulos
Mrs. Elaine Stevens
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Stevens
Ms. Kim Stuart
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sutherland
Mr. & Mrs. John Svigos
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Sylvester
Mr. & Mrs. Milt Taliadouros
Mr. & Mrs. George Tapas
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Taranko
Mr. & Mrs. David Tegel
Mr. & Mrs. Shawn Peter Thedos
Mr. & Mrs. Conrad L. Theodore
Mr. & Mrs. John X. Thomas Jr.
Mrs. Julie Timmons
Mr. & Mrs. Corey Tobin
Fr. & Pres. Demetrios Treantafeles
Ms. Caryn Tsagalis
Dr. & Mrs. Dean Tsarwhas
Mr. Kiriakos Tsirigotakis
Mr. Peter Tsitsis
Dr. & Mrs. George Tsonis
Mr. Paul Vabakos
Mr. Tom Vabakos
Mr. Peter Vaitsas
Mr. & Mrs. James Vaselopulos
Mr. & Mrs. John Vavilis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Venetos
Dr. Tina Venetos
Mrs. Helen Verges
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Vincic
Miss Maria Vlahos
Mrs. Pat Vlahos
Mr. & Mrs. John Vlahos
Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Wilcox
Mr. & Mrs. Isidoros Xilas
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Xintaris
Mr. & Mrs. James Yannakopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Perry Zafiriades
Mr. George Zarafonitis
Mr. Gregory Zurek
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DECEMBER 6th will be dedicated to St. Nicholas at Ascension
Join us as we honor this remarkable and beloved saint
St. Nicholas the Wonderworker—Although most known
for his generosity to the poor and his reputation for secret gift-giving,
St. Nicholas is also the Patron Saint of Sailors. It is said that during a
voyage to the Holy Land, a tumultuous storm hit the sea and after he prayed
peacefully, the wind and waves suddenly calmed, saving all the sailors. He is also the
patron saint of the Hellenic Navy! In fact, if you travel to Greece, you will find that
many of the Orthodox Churches located near harbors and coastlines are named after
St. Nicholas.

Construction is well underway on the St. Nicholas Greek
Orthodox Church and National Shrine in NYC. Overlooking the
National September 11 Memorial, the domed structure will be a
spiritual beacon and a celebration of Orthodox faith. One of Ascension Philoptochos Chapter’s major initiatives is to support the rebuilding of St. Nicholas at Ground Zero after it was crushed under
the falling Twin Towers. To this end, our Philoptochos chapter donated all of the proceeds raised at last year’s Glendi to the Shrine,
and is continuing its fund-raising efforts this year. For more information on how to further take part in this
initiative, contact Anna Duros (anna.duros@gmail.com). Philoptochos will be passing a special collection on December 6th and will send the money donated to the St. Nicholas National shrine on behalf of the Ascension Parish.

Philoptochos will be hosting its annual Christmas Party

for
the children of Ascension on St. Nicholas Sunday, December 6, following the
Divine Liturgy. Rumor has it that a special guest dressed in red may stop by to
join in on the fun! Philoptochos has hosted St. Nick’s visit since the Church’s
inception.

With the Nativity Fast (Advent) upon us, what’s the point of this season?
The six weeks prior to Christmas (the Nativity of our Lord) is a fasting period that many call Advent. Advent
means “coming.” It is that period of time when we find ourselves waiting for the coming of the Messiah, the
Anointed One, the Christ.. For this reason, it has a different character than other fasting periods. Although
there is an element of preparation involved, it is not the same as the Great Fast that precedes Holy Week and
Pascha. The Nativity Fast takes place November 15—December 24.
For most of us, we are anxious to get to the feast — we want the days to rush by. Our preparation
usually consists of shopping and decorating, not to speak of the endless parties that we are invited to attend.
Here is where the notion of waiting comes into play. We must discipline ourselves through self control and
patience. We are to read the Scriptures, specifically the prophecies that speak of the coming of the Messiah.
We are to turn our focus to a Godly way of life that calls for sacrificing and almsgiving (acts of mercy). Let us
think of charity and the giving of our time, talents, and resources to others who may be in need. There is no
better way to imitate Christ than to be loving and charitable towards others.
A word to the wise — put Christ back into Christmas. Find the meaning of the feast by understanding the importance of the Son
of God taking on human flesh. Remember the real reason for the season is that Jesus, the Son of God, the Messiah, came into the
world and dwelt among men, taking on Himself the sins of the world so that we might have life in Him. “God is with us!
Understand O nations and submit yourselves, for God is with us!” (Isaiah 8:9) (Adapted from an article on the Antiochian
Archdiocese Website, 2011)

ASCENSION SERVICES FOR THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
THURSDAY, December 24th 7:30 a.m. GREAT HOURS followed by VESPERAL LITURGY OF ST. BASIL
5:00 p.m.— CHRISTMAS VESPERS
FRIday, December 25th - Orthros at 8:15 a.m. and Divine Liturgy at 9:15 a.m.
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS
Anna Duros: anna.duros@gmail.com

(Search “Ascension Philoptochos” on Facebook and “Like Us”)

Ascension Philoptochos is preparing for the holiday season with gatherings of
fellowship that also benefit those in need. Please plan on joining us as we practice compassionate giving by coming to our November 12th General Meeting at the home of Lisa Karkazis. We will bring
necessary items for homeless veterans to the meeting as we enjoy Lisa's delightful hospitality and listen to
author Paula Burzawa speak about her book, Tasso's Journey. Please look on the Ascension's website under
Philoptochos for details.
Philoptochos members will be welcomed warmly into the lovely home of Marcia Moore for our Christmas party on Thursday, December 3rd. The invitation flyer with complete information will be posted on our
website at a later time. It's a cheerful and lively Christmas gathering of friends!
Thank you to all the generous donors and helpers at the October 28th
Veteran's Dinner at the Captain James Lovell VA Health Care Center. They
always appreciate the Greek cheer you bring in their lives. We hope you also
enjoyed our Feast Day Luncheon on November 1st (see photos below) Compassion is always in fashion and our lovely models proved
it! Philoptochos will be donating all proceeds
from it’s Feast Day Luncheon to the St. Nicholas National Shrine at the World Trade Center.
The picture to the right is from our Membership Kick Off Meeting.
Thanks to the many women who signed up to help us this upcoming year!!
We can't do anything without your involvement. We are so much more
when we work together!

Above: Photos of Veteran’s Dinner, the
Feast Day luncheon, and the Philoptochos
board. Left: Philoptochos members participated in American Cancer Society’s
Walking to Make Strides event as part of
the annual POP “Power of Pink” initiative
they participate in with Philoptochos
chapters at SS Peter and Paul and St. John
Churches.
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Continued from page 1
Give wisely: Many of the ancient Greek coins have an owl on them. The owl was there to remind people that
they should be as wise as owls in the spending of money. Two simple questions we could ask ourselves are: 1. What are
we living for? 2. What are we spending for? We cannot determine wisely what we shall spend for, until we realize what
we are living for. What we are living for will determine what we do with our possessions.
Give gladly! St. Paul says, “So let each one give as he purposes in his heart; not grudgingly, nor of necessity, for God
loves a cheerful giver.”
Finally, let us be known for giving humbly. In the Hindu religion, it is said that Stewards bring their thank
offerings to the priest in the following manner: They fall to their knees, close their eyes and then place the offering in the
open hand of the priest. When asked for the reason for this, they reply, “We close our eyes because we are ashamed to
bring so little, we are ashamed because no matter how great our gift, it is tiny when compared to His love for us. So, as
we present our gift, we fall to our knees in deep humility.”
How do we give to God? Do we give proportionately? Do we give lovingly, generously, wisely, gladly? Do we
give Him not only our money but also our time, our abilities, our talents, even our very lives? No matter how much we
give, we ought to close our eyes and fall to our knees humbly because we bring so little when we think of how much He
gave for us on the Cross and still gives.
If our giving to God is proportionate, loving, abundant, cheerful and humble, God promises“. . .to provide you
with every blessing in abundance, so that you may always have enough of everything and may provide in abundance for every good
work…You will be enriched in every way for great generosity, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God.” (II Cor. 9:8,
11) If our giving is abundant, God’s giving to us will be even more abundant. Amen.
(Some excerpts of this article were taken from Fr. Anthony Coniaris on Christian giving.)

SYNAXIS OF THE ARCHANGELS November 8th
All the Angels, according to the St. Paul, are ministering
spirits - sent forth to minister to those who shall be heirs
of salvation (Heb. 1:14). God set them as overseers of
every nation and people, and guides to that which is
profitable; and while one Angel is appointed to oversee
each nation as a whole, one is also appointed to protect
each Christian individually. God commands them to
guard those who hope in Him, that nothing should harm
them, neither should any evil draw nigh to their dwelling
(Ps. 90:10-12). In the Heavens, they always behold the
face of God, sending up to Him the thrice-holy hymn and
interceding on our behalf - and they rejoice over one
sinner that repents. In a word, they have served God in
so many ways for our benefit.
It is for these reasons that the Orthodox Church, wisely
honors these divine ministers, our protectors and
guardians by celebrating on November 8th, the Synaxis of
the Archangels (Taxiarchai, in Greek) - that is, our coming
together in assembly for their common feast. We gather
to chant their praises, especially for the Archangels
Michael and Gabriel, who are mentioned in the Scriptures
by name. The name Michael means "Who is like God?"
and Gabriel means "God is mighty." The number of
Angels is not defined in the divine Scriptures, where
Daniel says that thousands of thousands ministered
before Him, and ten thousands of ten thousands attended
upon Him (Dan. 7:10). They are, however, divided into
nine orders which are called Thrones, Cherubim,
Seraphim, Dominions, Powers, Authorities, Principalities,
Archangels, and Angels.
(Adapted as taken from Archdiocese Website)
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GREEK SCHOOL NEWS
Maria Theodorpulu | mariatheod@hotmail.com

The new 2015-2016 school year started

with wishes for a blessed and fruitful year at the Blessing of
the Water (“Agiasmos”) service we had the first day of Greek School classes. Fr. Sotiri,
our principal and all the teaching staff joyfully welcomed the students and their
families. (see photo to left) On October 6th our Greek School hosted a Curriculum
Night for parents. Teachers presented their teaching
goals, methods, expectations, and curriculum. They
discussed ways parents may contribute to their children’s success. This was a very fruitful event, as it is a
fact that students always benefit when there is good
cooperation and communication between parents and teachers. Our teachers
have already seen significant student progress since the beginning of the year!
On October 27th the students celebrated “OXI Day” by marching in a parade proudly holding homemade Greek flags. We watched a short video about October 28,
1940, a day honoring Greece’s courageous resistance during WWII. We talked about how
Greeks of that time, with faith in God and love for their
country, decided to fight for freedom instead of surrendering to the invaders.
UPCOMING EVENTS: No class on Tuesday, November
24th due to Thanksgiving. On December 15th, Greek School
families and friends as well as all Ascension parishioners are
invited to our Greek School Christmas Program at 5 p.m.
(see invitation). Please join us as our students commemorate
Christ’s Nativity by performing Greek Christmas songs, poems and skits. Finally, registrations will be taken in early December for the 2nd semester of the
Adult/Adolescent classes, which will resume in February of 2016.

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
Christine Perakis | cperakis@comcast.net

Sunday Church School has started

and our teachers have done such a wonderful job engaging our children to learn more about their faith! The staff would like to
thank all the parents who enthusiastically supported our Open House. Even our “little
ones” (pictured at left with their parents) have grown so much these last few weeks, participating in discussions and showing more independence.
The Christmas Pageant will be on December 13th, immediately following the
Divine Liturgy. The dress rehearsal will take place December 12th. Christmas Pageant
preparations began in October and it is important that your children attend classes regularly through the end of the year. Our Pageant Director, Vicki Douvlis will be visiting our
classes to discuss each grade’s role in the program this year – thank you Vicki for your time! We also ask for parent volunteers to help with pageant preparations, including the weekend of and the weeks before the pageant.
Keep an eye out for an email requesting volunteers so you do not miss your opportunity to help in this annual
tradition.
Just a couple of reminders: It is important for all of our students to be present at the start of class. Grades
PreK through 3rd begin at 9:10 am. Also, we encourage all of our 4th through 8th graders to be present in
Church beginning at 9:30 a.m. We are always pleased to see your children; however, if it is 20 to 30 minutes into
the lesson, it makes it hard for our teachers to provide your child with the fundamental teaching that you have
registered your children for and have them participate during class. Finally, if you know your child will be absent from class (prior to Sunday mornings), we encourage you to communicate this to your child’s teacher or myself beforehand. As always, we appreciate you sharing your children with this ministry and we look forward to
more knowledge, fun and smiling faces throughout the year.
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KOINONIA MEN’S MINISTRY
Jim Anast | janast80@gmail.com

The Koinonia Men’s Ministry Family Picnic was a success!

Nearly 300 people enjoyed delicious food, beautiful weather and Ascension fellowship after Divine Liturgy on September 13th at the annual Family
Picnic. The Parish Council recognizes and thanks the Koinonia Board—Jim Anast, Conrad Theodore, Scott Gordon,
Dean Kurtis and Alex Marx—for the endless hours spent in planning,
preparing for, and running such a wonderful event. The Parish Council
and members of the Koinonia board
express their sincere thanks and gratitude to the following people for their
invaluable donations: Steve and
Maria Demet (Graziano’s) (Greek salad, tomato and onion toppings, and
equipment); Kosta Louvros
(Eggsperience-Bannockburn) (fruit
platters, food storage); Arthur and Sophia Metropulos (Dover Straits) (rice pilaf); Jimmy Nicolau (Grecian Delight)
(chicken souvlaki, gyros, pita, tzatziki sauce and equipment); Jim and Maureen Patouhas (PJ’s Restaurant) (gyros); and
our Philoptochos of which more than 35 women brought baked goods. In addition, we
wish to extend our sincere thanks to Casey and Angie Brej, George Frangos (The Liberty
Restaurant), Georgene Phillips, and Mr. and Mrs. Anastasios Rogaris for their generous
donations toward the purchase of food based on our
Sunday bulletin appeals.
These donations and the
free-will offerings made by those attending the picnic
produced more than $4,200 for which we are grateful.
The Koinonia board would like to thank the following
individuals for their participation and guidance: Anna Duros and Kathie Rutkowski
(Philoptochos dessert coordinators), Jim Patouhas and John Patouhas (Gyros carvers), and Bill Smirles and Carol Stamas (First Aid
Care). The board would also like to recognize and thank our cooks and servers who
gave of their time and talents, including in the thankless task of cleanup: Jim Anast,
Bill Athenson, Steve Ballis, Demetri Bruce, Steve Demet, Scott Gordon, Doug
Hugdahl, Alex James, Debbie Katsulis, Demetri Katsulis, Frank Kazas, Dean Kurtis,
Bob Mantzoros, Nick Marino, George Palmer, Angelo Panos, Nick Papastratakos,
Harry Perakis, David Rutkowski, Kathie Rutkowski, Steve Sintetas, Jerry Taranko,
Conrad Theodore and Dave Tegel.

HOLY COMMUNION
ETIQUETTE
+ If you are either baptized and/or confirmed as an Orthodox Christian and have
spiritually prepared to receive Holy Communion, please come up with reverence
and humility, row by row, and depart as
directed by ushers. Please remain in your
pews until an usher indicates your row
should proceed forward. If you are standing in the back of the nave, please wait
until an usher directs you.
+ In receiving Communion, you should
place the cloth under your chin, recite
your Christian name, and wipe your
mouth after receiving. If you are wearing
lipstick, please remove it prior to receiving Communion.

SENIOR SYNAXIS
Elaine Beck | 847.367.5227
UPCOMING
SENIOR SYNAXIS EVENTS
Thursday, November 19
10:30 a.m.
General Meeting @ Ascension
Sunday, December 27 @ 1 p.m.
Annual Christmas Luncheon
Dover Straits
Right: Close to 40 members of Senior
Synaxis gathered in October for Fall
Fellowship, food and fun!
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+ HOPE: We have had a great start to
our year! At each of our gatherings, we have
a lesson with Fr. Sotiri about the parts of the
church and the different Liturgical items that
we see in the church. So far, we’ve learned
that we use all of our senses to partake in the
services. We use our eyes to see; our nose to
smell the beautiful incense; our ears to hear
the chanting; our lips to help chant; and, our hands to do our precious cross.
A few weeks ago, we enjoyed beautiful weather and fellowship during a field trip to Didier Farms! As we
approach this wonderful time of Thanksgiving and the Nativity Lenten Period, we will be talking about what we
are thankful for and we will learn about the birth of Christ. Please join us with your little one(s) each Wednesday!
Contact Presvytera Stefanie with questions, or check the website for our calendar. (presstefanie@yahoo.com)
+ FAITH/JOY: Faith and Joy has had a dynamic start in this Ecclesiastical year!
We kicked things off with a bowling event enjoyed by a great group of kids! This
year we are exploring the theme, The Church is Our Home, and we’ve talked about
how our home is the first Church. The K-5th graders spoke with Father Sotiri about
the different things they can do to make their home the Church. We can light the
kandili (votive candle) in front of an icon with the help of our parents; light incense;
and, most importantly, we can pray as a family in the morning and the evening.
The children made their very own prayer books to take home and use. Upcoming
events include our Christmas Party which will feature a “mock lock-in”! Check the
Church website for more information and/or contact Desiree Petros or
faithjoyascension@gmail.com with questions.

Presvytera

Stefanie

at

+ THE ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY OCF Campus Ministry: Please
submit the names and emails of your college students to Caity Anast (anast1028@gmail.com) so we can keep in
touch with them while they are away at school with information about scholarships, conferences, service projects,
etc. We recently sent an email to all the students on our list about the Panhellenic Scholarship that provides
scholarships to 40 students from $2,500 to $10,000. More information can be found at
http://www.panhellenicscholarships.org.

+

JOY/Jr. GOYA: A great group of 4th-8th graders gather on Monday evenings for dinner, activities and

discussion around this year’s theme, “The Ten Commandments: Life’s Roadmap.” Upcoming events include
bowling on November 2nd and participation in the Feed My Starving Children
service project on November 9th with other Ascension ministries. Please
support JOY/Jr. GOYAN fundraising efforts in November and December by
purchasing your Christmas Poinsettias after Liturgy on
11/22, 11/29 and 12/6. Pick-up will be Sunday, 12/13.

+

GOYA: GOYA has been very busy since our first

meeting in September with faith based discussions,
fellowship, and service. We held a thought provoking
discussion at our Fireside Chat with Fr. Sotiri. We
contributed items and prepared 13 College Freshmen Care Packages; had a fun dinner outing
at Red Robin; started taking orders for our annual Taffy Apple Sale. We also learned about St.
Demetrios and his impact on our lives. Upcoming events include: Bowling November 2; Feed
My Starving Children November 9; the Gingerbread House Event on December 5; Greek
American Rehab Center Caroling on December 14th with JOY/Jr. GOYA; and, the Parish IceSkating outing on December 28th. We meet Mondays from 7:30 to 9 p.m. If you are in high school and have not
attended a meeting yet, we welcome you to join us. Please watch the Church website for more details.
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+ WORSHIP SERVICES +
Sunday Orthros: 8:15 a.m.
Sunday Church School: 9:10 a.m.
Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m.

+ PARISH INFORMATION +

+ DATES

TO REMEMBER+

Sunday, November 8—General Assembly Meeting
Saturday, November 14—Fall Fellowship Cocktail Reception
7—9 p.m.—Lake Forest Club
Sunday, November 15—Stewardship Sunday

Ascension of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church
1207 Riverwoods Road, Lincolnshire, IL 60069
Phone: (847) 482-1200 Fax: (847) 482-9566
Website: www.ascensiongoc.com
Fr. Sotirios P. Malamis, Proistamenos
Church Office Hours:
Monday – Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 5—Gingerbread Event @ Ascension
Sunday, December 6—St. Nicholas Sunday @ Ascension
Sunday, December 13 - Christmas Pageant following Liturgy
5 p.m.—Metropolis Christmas Open House
Thursday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
7:30 a.m. Great Hours followed by Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil
5 p.m. Christmas Vespers

+ VESPERS AT ASCENSION+

Friday, December 25— Christmas Day
8:15 a.m.—Orthros | 9:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy

Vespers service takes place every Saturday at 5:00 p.m.
at Ascension unless otherwise noted.

Monday, December 28—Parish Ice Skating Event
5:30 p.m. Centennial Ice Arena, Highland Park

Services in November: 11/14, 11/21
Services in December: 12/12, 12/19, 12/26

Friday, January 1—St. Basil the Great
8:15 a.m.—Orthros | 9:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Tuesday, January 5—Eve of Theophany
8:30 a.m.—Great Hours of Epiphany

ANALYPSIS NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

5:30 p.m.- Vesperal Divine Liturgy followed by Blessing of the Waters

Deadline for January/February newsletter: December 14th
Please submit information and photos to the Church Office
or via e-mail to: suzannesaric@sbcglobal.net

Wednesday, January 6—Holy Theophany
8:15 a.m.—Orthros | 9:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy

Ascension of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church
1207 Riverwoods Road
Lincolnshire, IL 60069

