
  
 
Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Plagal Fourth Mode 
You descended from on high, O compassionate One, and consented to a three-day burial, to free us from the passions. O 
Lord, our life and resurrection, glory to You! 
 
Apolytikion for Gregory the Theologian in the First Mode 
The shepherd’s pipe of your theology overpowered the horns of the orators. For the more you plumbed the depths of the 
Spirit, ever greater eloquence was bestowed on you. O Father Gregory, intercede with Christ God, entreating Him to save 
our souls. 
 
Memorial Hymn  
Remember, O Lord, as You are good, Your servant, and forgive every sin she has committed in this life. For no one is 
sinless except You, Who have power to grant rest to those who have fallen asleep. 
 
Apolytikion of the Church in the Fourth Mode  
You ascended in glory, O Christ our God, after You filled the Disciples with joy, by promising to send them the Holy Spirit, 
and You blessed them and established their faith, that You are the Son of God, the Redeemer of the world.  
 

Ἀνελήφθης ἐν δόξῃ, Χριστὲ ὁ Θεὸς ἡμῶν, χαροποιήσας τοὺς Μαθητάς, τῇ ἐπαγγελίᾳ τοῦ ἁγίου Πνεύματος· 
βεβαιωθέντων αὐτῶν διὰ τῆς εὐλογίας, ὅτι σὺ εἶ ὁ Υἱός τοῦ Θεοῦ, ὁ λυτρωτὴς τοῦ κόσμου.  
 
Apolytikion of St. Katherine (Protectress of our Chapel)  
Let us praise and extol the all-lauded Bride of Christ,* the Protectress of Sinai, divine Saint Katherine,* as the one who 
gives aid and her assistance to us;* for she brilliantly suppressed the impious orators,*with the sword of the Spirit.* And 
being crowned as a martyr,* she asks that all receive the great mercy. 
 
Seasonal Kontakion in the First Mode 
You sanctified the womb of the Virgin by Your birth, and by Your presentation You blessed the hands of Symeon, when You 
came, and You saved us, O Christ our God. Now we pray You give peace to Your world at war, and let love for Your people 
prevail in all, O only benevolent Lord. 
 
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews 7:26-28; 8:1-2. 
Brethren, it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, unstained, separated from sinners, exalted 
above the heavens. He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for His own sins and then for those 
of the people; He did this once for all when He offered up Himself. Indeed, the law appoints men in their weakness as high 
priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect for ever. Now 
the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the 
Majesty in heaven, a minister in the sanctuary and the true tent which is set up not by man but by the Lord. 
 
The Gospel of Luke 19:1-10 

At that time, Jesus was passing through Jericho. And there was a man named Zacchaios; he 
was a chief collector, and rich. And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not, on account 
of the crowd, because he was small of stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a 
sycamore tree to see Him, for He was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, He 
looked up and said to him, "Zacchaios, make haste and come down; for I must stay at your 
house today." So he made haste and came down, and received Him joyfully. And when they 
saw it they all murmured, "He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner." And 
Zacchaios stood and said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; 
and if I have defrauded any one of anything, I restore it fourfold." And Jesus said to him, "Today 
salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man came 
to seek and to save the lost." 
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WELCOME TO THE ASCENSION PARISH! Your presence has brought us much joy! We hope your visit is memorable and meaningful in 
every way. Our doors and hearts are always open to you. Please join us for fellowship following the Divine Liturgy and visit with Fr. Sotiri 
and with members of the Parish Council. They will answer questions and provide you with information regarding Ascension’s ministries 
and vibrant parish life. 

 
COMMUNION GUIDELINES:  To partake of Holy Communion, one must be a Baptized/Chrismated Orthodox Christian and be in good 
standing with the church.  Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves through prayer, fasting and regular participation in Holy 
Confession are welcome to receive communion.  One should also be present at the Liturgy before the Scripture readings.  Please follow 
the directions of the ushers during Holy Communion, and, also please allow the Sunday Church School staff and students to commune 
first so they can make their way to class and promptly begin their lessons. Thank you. 

  
 

“We call St. Gregory ‘the Theologian.’ Only three saints of our Church have that title – St. John (writer of the Gospel, Epistles and Revelation), 
St. Gregory, and St. Symeon the New Theologian. To define what a theologian in the Orthodox Church means, we’ll use the words of St. 
Gregory: only those who are experienced can properly reason about God, those who are successful at contemplation and, most importantly, 
who are pure in soul and body, and utterly selfless. To reason (theologize) about God properly is possible only for one who enters into it with 
fervor and reverence. To be a theologian in this sense requires an absolute and uncompromising cooperation with the grace of God in every 
aspect of one’s lives. Knowing God, loving God and our fellowman, ascending from our baseness and sinfulness to the glory and majesty of 
God – this is the theologian/saints only desire. And in it, God enlightens the mind and heart of His saints.”  

Fr. Matthew Jackson, Priest, St. Sophia Cathedral, Washington, DC 

Hymns and Holy Scripture Readings 

Spiritual Reflection 



    

  

 
 
 
+   A CALL TO SERVE -- USHERS NEEDED – We 
offer glory to God for the growing attendance at 
our church services.  As a result, we are in need 
of additional support and are recruiting ushers.  
Ushers are assigned on a rotating basis and will 
be fully briefed on all of the simple duties 
required. Everyone has the talent to smile and 
help people! If you are interested in serving the 
church in this important role, please contact 
Loukas Jonson at loukasjonson@gmail.com, 
262.344.6040; or, the office. We thank our 
current ushers for all they do in keeping 
everything orderly so parishioners can focus on 
worshipping communally and personally.    
 

+ PASTORAL NEEDS, HOSPITAL CALLS, NURSING/REHAB AND HOME-BOUND PARISHIONERS: If you have a pastoral need or 
emergency and would like to speak to Fr. Sotiri, or know of someone who would like to schedule a pastoral visit, please contact Father via 
the office. 
 

+  YOUNG ADULT CHICAGO CONFERENCE 2026: Registration for the 2026 YAL Chicago Conference is open! This year’s conference will 
take place February 13-16 at The Hilton Chicago Downtown. Don't wait: the conference fills up quickly.  Visit https://www.yal-chicago.com/ 
 

+  THE PANHELLENIC FOUNDATION 2025-2026 APPLICATION CLOSES SOON The Foundation will accept applications for its 2025-2026 
Scholarship program from eligible undergraduate students of Hellenic through January 31, 2026. Each year the Foundation awards $250,000 
in Scholarships. For more information regarding eligibility, and to link to the application, visit www.panhellenicsf.org/apply  
 

+ AHEPA RECENTLY ANNOUNCED LOCAL AND NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP opportunities for current high school seniors and 
college/graduate students. Applications are open until mid (local program) and late March (national program). For more information, visit: 
https://ahepadistrict13.org/district-13-education-scholarship and/or 
https://ahepa.org/education/ 
 
 
 
 
 

  

PLEASE INCLUDE IN YOUR PERSONAL PRAYERS the 
servants of God: Eleni, George, Anastasia, Stella, 
Mitchell, Joanne, Panagiotis, Christina, Dee, Helen, 
Sophia, Connie, Katerini, James, Theresa, Peter, Anna, 
Alexander, Anthony, Magdalena, Maggie, Panagiotis,  
Paraschos, Chris, Don, Justin, Ignacio, Kevin, Theodore, 
Mary, Madison, Trinity, Evangelos, John, Rick, Robert, 
Tom, Georgia, Kristi, Rob, Maureen, Antonia, Christina, 
Constantine, Irene, Iliana, John, Carolyn, Mary, Maria, 
Patrick, John, Panagiota, Luci, Stephanos, Leonidas, 
Vasiliki, Nikki, Anastasios, Stacey,  Eleni, Helen, George, 
Gregory, Irene, Artemis, Efstathia, Maria, Vasilios,  
Christina, Tom, Nick, Thomas, Nikita, Haralambos, Dean  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

+ JOIN US THIS WEEK TO COMMEMORATE A NEW, MODERN DAY SAINT:  This Wednesday evening with Vespers, and Thursday 
morning at Orthros & Divine Liturgy, we will commemorate a newly canonized Saint in the Orthodox Church: St. Dimitrios Gagastathis.  Fr. 
Dimitri fell asleep in the Lord on January 29, 1975, and was just recently canonized a Saint by Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople with 
the Holy Synod of Bishops this past July, 2025.  The Saint was a simple parish priest, a husband and a father of nine daughters.  The center of 
his life was prayer and the holy services of the Church. Whatever problem or temptation he faced, Fr. Dimitrios first turned to the Lord and 
His Saints for help and his entreaties were often rewarded in miraculous ways.  He stood firm against Communism uprising and was blessed 
with numerous visions and visitations from the Lord, His holy Saints and the Holy Theotokos.  Read more about this Saint at 
archons.org/persecution/ecumenical-patriarch-ecclesiastical-life-saints/ and join us this week to ask for his intercessions. 
 

+ CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR VERY OWN DEBBIE KATSULIS on her appointment to serve on the Metropolis of Chicago 
Philoptochos Board!  We pray that God guides Debbie’s path as she offers her unwavering love for Christ and His people at this higher 
regional level, while still serving our very own chapter at Ascension with humility and dedication. AXIOS! 
 

+ PHILOPTOCHOS UPDATES  
• START THE NEW YEAR in warm company at our Winter Chapter Meeting on Thursday, January 29 at 6:00 p.m. Don’t miss our 

guest, Dr. Amelia Bartholomew, speaking about how our Holy Fathers shaped our modern understanding of stress, sleep and 
healing. Join us for a meal and fellowship—please RSVP for dinner planning! See today’s flyer for details! 

• OUR VERY FIRST MACARONADA me KREAS LUNCHEON is set for February 15 following Divine Liturgy! This All-Parish 
Event features mouth-watering macaronada, salad, roll, dessert and wine, prepared and served family style by the experienced 
chefs of the Ascension kitchen! RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED—make them online or by using the enclosed form by February 
9. Raffle! Prizes! Fellowship! Fun! It’s all on tap at this brand-new event! Reserve your seat as we say Farewell to Meat! 

• OUR 2026 GLENDI DATE IS MOVING! Save the New Date! This spring, we present a Pascha Glendi! Mark your calendars for Friday, 
April 17. Details to come! 

 

+                KIDS AHOY! YOUTH SUNDAY IS NEXT WEEK! Join us next Sunday, February 1 for this special day when we celebrate all 
the youth of our parish and the vibrancy they bring to our community through our many ministries. Our youth will be serving in many 
capacities in church that day, and we will enjoy an extended coffee fellowship in their honor. We look forward to celebrating this festive day 
together as a Parish family.    
 

+  ORATORICAL FESTIVAL! ATTENTION ASCENSION 4th - 12th GRADERS! Do you like to write? Draw? Chant? Present in front of an 
audience? Don’t miss the opportunity to show your God-given talents and express your faith as a writer, speaker, artist and vocalist by 
participating in the 2026 St. John Chrysostom Oratorical and Fine Arts Festival. This year, Ascension's Parish Festival will take place 
on Sunday, March 15, following Divine Liturgy. Submissions are due to Ascension on Wednesday, March 11. Submissions that advance from 
the Junior and Senior Divisions (grades 7-12) will present at the Metropolis Oratorical Festival on Bright Saturday, April 18, hosted by St. 
Mary's Church in Minneapolis, MN. More details, including this year’s topics, can be found on the Youth Pages of our website.  
 

+ NEW YORK! NEW ADVENTURES!  This Spring, our Ascension high school youth will be traveling to New York!  Just like former youth 
group participants who have taken memorable excursions together to places like Boston and New York, our current GOYAns are eagerly 
awaiting the chance to build lifelong friendships, deepen their spiritual understanding, and explore sites tied to our nation's history and our 
Greek Orthodox faith in one of America's greatest cities.  The trip takes place March 5-8, 2026, and will be a memorable event not only in 
the lives of our youth, but also in the life of this Parish.  Please see the flyer or visit ascensiongoc.com/nyc and consider donating to help 
make this wonderful experience possible for our youth! 
 

+  BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND:  PARISH GAME NIGHT FOR ADULTS - MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR FEBRUARY 7! Come to an 
evening of guaranteed laughs, great food and fun and interactive games hosted by Gamemaster and Emcee, Harris Kal.  The event begins at 
6:30 p.m. in our Anagnos Fellowship Hall and includes a delicious “bar food” dinner donated by Spiro & Zoe Maglaras of Prairie House 
Tavern in Buffalo Grove. Don’t miss out – we keep bringing this back as a testament to the great time our parishioners have had meeting 
new people, socializing with friends and playing fun and lively games that were all part of our past.   $25/person, see flyer for all the 
details.  (Sorry kiddos, this one is a night out for the Adults.)  
 

+  HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS & SENIORS: APPLICATIONS ARE OPEN FOR CROSSROAD 2026 CrossRoad is a ten- day academic summer 
institute that connects high school juniors and seniors with Orthodox Christian theological and spiritual tradition. Application deadline Feb 
20th. Sessions take place in the summer in either Boston, New York & Southern California. Visit CrossRoadinstitute.org for more info. 
 
 

Prosphoro Bakers:  Sophie Beris & Eleni 
Benetatos 
Epistle Reader:  Katherine Schreiber 
Ushers: UIC: Kathy Demas, Bill Athenson, Lou 
Demas, Alex Gianaras, Cornelius Opris, Steve 
Sintetas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Volunteers 

Prayer Requests 

Announcements 
 Sunday   January 25   15th Sunday of Luke 

8:15 a.m. Orthros   Gregory the Theologian 
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 Sunday Church School 

Memorial:  Voula Karambelas (1 year) 
Coffee Fellowship Hosted by Families in Sunday Church School 
Pre-K - 2nd grade 

11:45 a.m.  GOYA NYC Trip Info Meeting for Parents, Conference Room 
12:30 p.m.  Baptism:  Isla, Daughter of Jahnaine & Alexia Jackson 
   Sponsor:  Julianna Bottomley 
 

Monday January 26 
6 p.m. Jr. GOYA 
7:30 p.m. GOYA 
 

Tuesday January 27    
5 p.m. Greek School (Parent Teacher Conferences) 
 

Wednesday January 28 
6 a.m. Encounter the Word 
5 p.m. Vespers for St. Dimitrios Gagastathis 
6:30 p.m.  Vicariate Council, Ascension 
7 p.m. Philoptochos Glendi Planning Meeting 
 

Thursday   January 29  St. Dimitrios Gagastathis 
8 a.m.   Orthros 
9 a.m.   Divine Liturgy 
6:30 p.m.   Philoptochos Chapter Meeting 
6:15 p.m.   Adult Greek School: Beginners/Advanced Beginners 
7:45 p.m.   Adult Greek School: Intermediate/Advanced  
 

Friday   January 30  Three Hierarchs 
8 a.m.   Orthros 
9 a.m.   Divine Liturgy 
 

Saturday   January 31  
12:30 p.m.  Baptism:  Georgia, Daughter of Constantine & Angela Kritikos 
   Sponsors:  Loukas & Trisevgeni Rogaris 
4:30 p.m.   Girls’ Chant Practice, Conference Room 
5 p.m.   Vespers 
 

Sunday   February 1   Sunday of the Publican & Pharisee 
8:15 a.m. Orthros   Triodion Begins  
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy  Youth Sunday! 
 Sunday Church School 
  

Weekly Calendar 

The words of St. Gregory the Theologian's homilies were so theologically and poetically rich that they became the words of 
our Church's festal hymns! Two notable examples are at Christmas and Pascha. His Paschal Homily beginning "It is the Day of 
the Resurrection..." became the words for the Katavasias and Doxastikon of Pascha. At Christmas, his Nativity Homily 
beginning "Christ is born, glorify Him! Christ from heaven, go out to meet Him! Christ on earth, be exalted!" became the 
Katavasias of Christmas. 

Thank you to the stewards who have already set up their pledges for 2026 during our “Rise Up and Build” Campaign. To date, we thank the 
149 families that have pledged $268,189 as well as generously offer their time and talents to this Parish! Stewardship is the lifeblood of our 
Parish. As of this week, we are at 37% of our budgeted 2026 stewardship target of $720,000. (Please be aware that Stewardship doesn’t 
automatically renew annually. We ask that you recommit your annual stewardship of time, talent and treasures by completing the online 
2026 Stewardship Pledge form.) If you have any questions, please contact the office. Let us draw together as a parish family to demonstrate 
our gratitude and lovingly serve God by supporting Ascension. 

 

Did You Know? Stewardship 2026  


