
  
 
 
 
 
 

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Plagal First Mode 
As the Father and Spirit are unoriginate, * so the Word, who was born from the Virgin for us. * Let us praise Him, O believers, and let us 
worship Him. * For our salvation He was pleased * to be crucified in the flesh, * and to undergo death, * and to resurrect the dead, by His 
glorious resurrection. 
 
Apolytikion for Nectarius the Wonderworker in the First Mode 
That son of Silybria and guardian of Aegina * was an ardent lover of virtue * and a saint of the modern age, * that God-inspired servant of 
Christ, * Nektarios. So let us honor him. * He pours out all kinds of healing to those who pray * with faith and cry out reverently, “Glory to 
Christ who glorified you; * glory to Him for your miracles; * glory to Him who through you gives cures and healing to all.”.  
 
Apolytikion of the Church in the Fourth Mode  
You ascended in glory, O Christ our God, after You filled the Disciples with joy, by promising to send them the Holy Spirit, and You blessed 
them and established their faith, that You are the Son of God, the Redeemer of the world.  
 

Ἀνελήφθης ἐν δόξῃ, Χριστὲ ὁ Θεὸς ἡμῶν, χαροποιήσας τοὺς Μαθητάς, τῇ ἐπαγγελίᾳ τοῦ ἁγίου Πνεύματος· βεβαιωθέντων αὐτῶν διὰ τῆς 
εὐλογίας, ὅτι σὺ εἶ ὁ Υἱός τοῦ Θεοῦ, ὁ λυτρωτὴς τοῦ κόσμου.  
 
Apolytikion of St. Katherine (Protectress of our Chapel)  
Let us praise and extol the all-lauded Bride of Christ,* the Protectress of Sinai, divine Saint Katherine,* as the one who gives aid and her 
assistance to us;* for she brilliantly suppressed the impious orators,*with the sword of the Spirit.* And being crowned as a martyr,* she asks 
that all receive the great mercy. 
 
Seasonal Kontakion in the Fourth Mode 
The Savior’s most pure and immaculate temple, the very precious bridal chamber and Virgin, who is the sacred treasure of the glory of God, 
on this day is introduced into the House of the Lord, and with herself she brings the grace in the divine Spirit. She is extolled by the Angels of 
God. A heavenly tabernacle is she. 
 
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians 6:11-18. 
Brethren, see with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. It is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh that 
would compel you to be circumcised, and only in order that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. For even those who receive 
circumcision do not themselves keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may glory in your flesh. But far be it from me 
to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision 
counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. Peace and mercy be upon all who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of God. 
Henceforth let no man trouble me; for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. 
Amen. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 8:41-56 
At that time, there came to Jesus a man named Jairus, who was a ruler of the synagogue; and falling at Jesus' feet 
he besought Him to come to his house, for he had an only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she was dying. 
As He went, the people pressed round Him. And a woman who had had a flow of blood for twelve years and had 
spent all her living upon physicians and could not be healed by anyone, came up behind Him, and touched the fringe 
of His garment; and immediately her flow of blood ceased. And Jesus said, "Who was it that touched me?" When all 
denied it, Peter and those who were with Him said, "Master, the multitudes surround you and press upon you!" But 
Jesus said, "Some one touched me; for I perceive that power has gone forth from me." And when the woman saw 
that she was not hidden, she came trembling, and falling down before Him declared in the presence of all the people 
why she had touched Him, and how she had been immediately healed. And He said to her, "Daughter, your faith has 
made you well; go in peace." While he was still speaking, a man from the ruler's house came and said, "Your daughter 
is dead; do not trouble the Teacher any more." But Jesus on hearing this answered him, "Do not fear; only believe, 

and she shall be well." And when He came to the house, He permitted no one to enter with Him, except Peter and John and James, and the 
father and mother of the child. And all were weeping and bewailing her; but He said, "Do not weep; for she is not dead but sleeping." And 
they laughed at Him, knowing that she was dead. But taking her by the hand He called, saying, "Child, arise." And her spirit returned, and she 
got up at once; and He directed that something should be given her to eat. And her parents were amazed; but He charged them to tell no one 
what had happened. 
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WELCOME TO THE ASCENSION PARISH! Your presence has brought us much joy! We hope your visit is memorable and meaningful in 
every way. Our doors and hearts are always open to you. Please join us for fellowship following the Divine Liturgy and visit with Fr. Sotiri 
and with members of the Parish Council. They will answer questions and provide you with information regarding Ascension’s ministries 
and vibrant parish life. 

 
COMMUNION GUIDELINES:  To partake of Holy Communion, one must be a Baptized/Chrismated Orthodox Christian and be in good 
standing with the church.  Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves through prayer, fasting and regular participation in Holy 
Confession are welcome to receive communion.  One should also be present at the Liturgy before the Scripture readings.  Please follow 
the directions of the ushers during Holy Communion, and, also please allow the Sunday Church School staff and students to commune 
first so they can make their way to class and promptly begin their lessons. Thank you. 
 
 
 
  
“A steward is one who manages another’s property or resources; the Christian, therefore, is a steward of everything he is and 
has, including his own body and soul, for according to the mystery of salvation, we possess nothing from ourselves, not even our 
own life and being; all belongs to God and is given to us by the Father through His Son because of the richness of His love and 
mercy.” 
 

 (Excerpt from The Theology of Stewardship in Light of Orthodox Tradition by Fr Paul Wesche) 
 

Hymns and Holy Scripture Readings 

Spiritual Reflection 



    
  

  
 

 

+       THE NATIVITY FAST AND SARANTALITURGO BEGINS THIS SATURDAY-- During the 
November 15 – December 24 Nativity Fast, we will celebrate 40 Liturgies for the faithful—
Sarantaliturgo– to pray for the well-being of our parish families, as well as for the souls of the 
deceased. See the flyer for the schedule as well as how to submit prayer requests. The 
information along with a link to submit names online can also be found at 
www.ascensiongoc.com/aboutus/sarantaliturgo  
 

+    PROJECT HOPE THANKSGIVING “FIXING” DRIVE:  Our Ascension Community is 
teaming up with Midwest Veterans Closet to provide the Thanksgiving fixings for the Veterans 
in need. How can you help? From 11/1 thru 11/18, please bring in the following items and 
deposit them in the donation boxes: stovetop stuffing, canned corn, canned green beans, 
turkey gravy, and canned cranberry sauce. These items will provide a wonderful Thanksgiving 
Meal for our Vets. Thank you for your generosity!  
 

+      PASTORAL NEEDS, HOSPITAL CALLS, NURSING/REHAB AND HOME-BOUND PARISHIONERS: If you have a pastoral need or emergency and 
would like to speak to Fr. Sotiri, or know of someone who would like to schedule a pastoral visit, please contact Father via the office. 
 
+  THE PANHELLENIC FOUNDATION 2025-2026 APPLICATION IS OPEN! The Foundation will accept applications for its 2025-2026 Scholarship 
program from eligible undergraduate students of Hellenic through January 31, 2026. Each year the Foundation awards $250,000 in Scholarships. For 
more information regarding eligibility, and to link to the application, visit www.panhellenicsf.org/apply  
 
WE EXTEND OUR DEEPEST CONDOLENCES to the family of Anna Pistas, who fell asleep in the Lord on October 25, 2025. Anna was the 
beloved wife of the late Spylios Pistas, and devoted mother of Tammy (Andy) Parashos; the late Dean (Joanne), and the late George (Diane) 
Pistas. She was the cherished YiaYia of Perry, Steve (Maria), and Dean Parashos, Steve Tertipis, Dean (Holly) Pistas, Anna (Nick) Zettel, and 
Georgia (Damien) Radtke. Her funeral was held at Holy Trinity, Schiller Park on October 29th.  May her memory be eternal.   

PLEASE INCLUDE IN YOUR PERSONAL PRAYERS the 
servants of God: Eleni, George, Anastasia, Stella, 
Mitchell, Joanne, Panagiotis, Christina, Dee, Helen, 
Sophia, Connie, Katerini, James, Theresa, Peter, Anna, 
Alexander, Anthony, Magdalena, Maggie, Panagiotis,  
Paraschos, Chris, Don, Justin, Ignacio, Kevin, Theodore, 
Mary, Madison, Trinity, Evangelos, John, Rick, Robert, 
Tom, Georgia, Kristi, Rob, Maureen, Antonia, Christina, 
Constantine, Irene, Iliana, John, Carolyn, Mary, Maria, 
Patrick, John, Panagiota, Luci, Stephanos, Leonidas, 
Vasiliki, Nikki, Anastasios, Stacey,  Eleni, Helen, George, 
Gregory, Irene, Artemis, Efstathia, Maria, Vasilios, 
Bertha, Christina, Tom, Nick, Thomas, Nikita,  
Bishop Timothy 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

+  PLEASE JOIN US AFTER LITURGY TO HONOR OUR VETERANS Senior Synaxis invites all parishioners to our Anagnos Fellowship Hall following 
Liturgy today to enjoy a beautiful and patriotic tribute to all retired, deceased or active military who bravely served in the armed forces, or are currently on 
active duty defending our freedom. We offer our gratitude to our seniors for putting together this honorable program each year.  
 

+ SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL CALL-OUTS:  Following Liturgy today, our Sunday School ministry will be selling their highly-acclaimed Frappe, as well 
as a few new featured coffee drinks!  Please support the SCS program by stopping by and enjoying one.  Also, PLEASE SAVE THE DATE OF DECEMBER 14 for 
our much-loved annual Sunday Church School Christmas Pageant!  Practice will take place the day before, Saturday, 12/13 @ 10 a.m. 
 

+ THIS EVENING’S VIGIL FOR ST. ARSENIOS will begin at 7 pm with Vespers followed by Orthros at 8:15 p.m. and Divine Liturgy at 9:30 p.m. It is a 
great blessing to attend these peaceful, prayerful services.   Keeping a vigil, or being “vigilant”, is one of the ways we can spend an extended period of time 
in prayer and expectation of God's love and mercy.  We encourage you to join us for as much of the service as you can attend to pray and especially 
venerate the relic of the saint, asking for his prayers and our Lord's mercy and blessings. 
 

+ PHILOPTOCHOS UPDATES  
• WE’RE MAKING A LIST, CHECKING IT TWICE! It’s time to reserve your seats for Christmas Breakfast with Santa, following Divine Liturgy on 

Sunday, December 7. Calling Moms & Dads, Yiayias & Papous, Nounas & Nounos! You won’t want to miss this special tradition with your young 
ones! Space is limited, so make your reservations early. See the flyer for details! 

• KITS OF HOPE are being assembled by the Metropolis of Chicago Philoptochos this Christmas season. These essential hygiene kits will be donated 
and distributed to people in need. How can you help? Bring travel-size toiletries to our collection box at the Ascension, and Philoptochos will take 
it from there! Read the flyer for details—and thank you for providing basic comfort this Christmas season. 

• THANK YOU for celebrating Philoptochos Sunday with us last week! We’re grateful for all of your donations to the Ecumenical Patriarchate, and 
for our parish’s support year-round! Check out our photo album on our Facebook page (Ascension of Our Lord Philoptochos) or 
at ascensiongoc.com.  

 

+  FALL FAMILY NIGHT - YOU DON'T WANT TO MISS IT! This Friday, come meet new faces, break bread with old friends, and have fun as we grow 
together as one Church Family. We invite all the families of our parish to gather for dinner, fellowship, and prayer all together. Kids will then enjoy fun fall 
games, crafts, and activities, while parents will engage in a Q&A Parenting Discussion with Fr. Sotiri. We hope you can join us! Please see the flyer for more 
information and RSVP online as soon as possible. 
 

+  THE 2026/27 PARISH COUNCIL NOMINATIONS The Ascension of Our Lord is now accepting nominations of qualified candidates to serve on the 
Parish Council for 2026-2027. Nomination forms are due to the church office no later than NEXT SUNDAY, November 16, 2025, and elections will take place 
on Sunday, December 7, 2025. The nomination form, additional information and a link to apply online can be found on the “Parish Council Nominations” 
page of the “About Us” section of our website. 
 

+  CALLING ALL WOMEN OF ASCENSION TO JOIN THE PSALTER READING. We invite you to participate in the prayerful, ascetic exercise of Psalter 
(Psalm) reading beginning on Friday, November 15th. It is a true blessing to offer the reading of Psalms together each day as we undertake the 40-day 
Nativity Fast! We use the book “Songs of Praise” by Sylvia Leontaritis (available in our bookstore for $22). This book contains short, spiritual reflections, 
journal pages and the Psalms, divided into “Kathisma”.  For more information and to sign up, visit https://tinyurl.com/h2edwzj4 
 

+       GOYA FALL RETREAT @ SIRC   Registration is now open for Ascension GOYA's Fall Retreat at the St. Iakovos Retreat Center on Friday-Saturday 
November 21-22. The weekend will have team-building activities, deep discussions, late night snacks and games, and outdoor adventures, all in the 
beautiful SIRC. It's sure to be a memorable experience and a highlight of our year! Registration is just $50. The form can be found on the GOYA page 
at ascensiongoc.com. Contact GOYA@ascensiongoc.com for more information. 
 

+  YAL FALL RETREAT:  The Metropolis of Chicago invites all young adults to a weekend of growth, relaxation and connection November 21-23 at the 
St. Iakovos Retreat Center.  Visit www.yal-chicago.com/ for more information.  
 

+  YOUNG ADULT CHICAGO CONFERENCE 2025: Registration for the 2025 YAL Chicago Conference opened November 3 at 7 PM. This year’s 
conference will take place February 13-16 at The Hilton Chicago Downtown. Don't wait: the conference fills up quickly! 
 

+ IONIAN VILLAGE announced the dates for the Summer 2026 programs: Session One: June 16 – July 5, 2026; IV NEXT:  July 5 – 15, 2025; and 
Session Two: July 15 – August 3, 2026. Registration opens on December 17 2025. Ionian Village is the international camping ministry of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America located in Peloponnesus, Greece. Each 20-day session is open to young people who will have completed grades 9 through 12. For 
more information, visit www.ionianvillage.org/ 
 

+ WE ARE HIRING!  Ascension seeks a detail-oriented and experienced part-time Finance Administrator to support our mission through sound 
financial stewardship. This role is responsible for maintaining accurate financial records and overseeing day-to-day accounting operations, including 
contributions, disbursements, payroll, general ledger, and financial reporting. If you, or someone you know is interested, please see the post on our website 
homepage.   

Prosphoro Bakers:  Despina Taranko & Tasia 
Alexakos 
Epistle Reader David Rutkowski 
Greeters:  Michael & Ellen Kaitson 
Ushers: UIC: Kathy Demas, Vicki Betsios, Lou 
Demas, Bill Gaston, Nick Marino, Steve Sintetas, 
Demetri Katsulis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Volunteers 

Prayer Requests 

Announcements 
  

Sunday   November 9   7th Sunday of Luke 
8:15 a.m. Orthros   St. Nektarios 
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy    
   Sunday Church School  

Coffee Fellowship and Veterans Day Honor Program 
Hosted by our Senior Synaxis Ministry 
Sunday Church School Frappe Sale 

2:30 p.m.   Baptism: Nikolaos, Son of Stefanos & Chrisoula Karavolos 
Sponsors:  Patricia Eliopoulos, Louis Eliopoulos, Demetris 
Eliopoulos 

7 p.m. Vigil for St. Arsenios of Cappadocia 
 

Monday November 10  St. Arsenios of Cappadocia   
10 a.m.  40-Day Blessing, Daughter of Nicholas & Julia Childs 
7 p.m. Feed My Starving Children Service Project, Libertyville Illinois 
 

Tuesday November 11  Veterans Day 
5 p.m. Greek School  
 

Wednesday November 12 
6 p.m. Great Vespers & Orthros, St. John Chrysostom Monastery  
 

Thursday November 13  St. John Chrysostom   
7:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy @ St. John Chrysostom Monastery 
6 p.m.  Fundraiser for Hellenic College/Holy Cross, Empress Banquets, 

Addison 
6:15 p.m. Adult Greek School: Beginners/Advanced Beginners 
7:45 p.m.  Adult Greek School: Intermediate/Advanced  
 

Friday November 14   
6 p.m. Family Night 
 

Saturday   November 15  Nativity Fast Begins 
9 a.m.  Divine Liturgy  
11 a.m. Ascension Hosts Hellenic History Tournament 
5 p.m.    Vespers 
 

Sunday   November 16  Matthew the Apostle & Evangelist 
8:15 a.m. Orthros    
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy    
   Sunday Church School  
 

Weekly Calendar 

NEXT SUNDAY - NOVEMBER 16th - IS 
STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY when Ascension 
officially launches its 2026 Stewardship 
campaign with an announcement of the theme 
and guidance about pledging. Please take time 
to read the information (which will be emailed 
to you and soon available on our website), and 
prayerfully consider the impactful role you 
have as part of our Parish Family.  
 

If you have not yet pledged your stewardship 
for the current 2025 year, please do so as soon 
as possible as we’d like all pledges for 2025 to 
be complete prior to commencing the 2026 
campaign. NOTE: Stewardship does not 
automatically renew annually.  
 

To date, we thank the 399 families that have 
pledged $575,075 as well generously offer their 
time and talents to grow our ministries and 
support the operation of our facilities in 2025. 
If you have not yet made your pledge or would 
like more information, please visit our 
Stewardship webpage, or contact the office 
with any questions. 
 
 
 
 

Stewardship 2025  

Many of the great Church Fathers were prolific writers and gifted orators...and we still have their words available to us! St. John Chrysostom, whom we 
celebrate this Thursday, November 13, preached many homilies on the gospels and epistles which remain to this day and have been translated into 
English. Reading these words and those of the other Church Fathers is beneficial in multiple ways. First, they serve a time capsule, transporting us back 
to the controversies and societal problems of the Church and the world of the past. Secondly, they provide us with a treasury of theology and Christian 
thought, which can deepen our faith and understanding of Our Lord. Their words by no means carry the weight and authority of Scripture, but are a 
key part of our Orthodox Tradition and help us interpret the Scriptures in an Orthodox way. The writings of St. John Chrysostom and other Church 
Fathers can be found published in English at St. Vladimir's Seminary Press (svspress.com), St. Anthony's Greek Orthodox Monastery 
(stanthonysmonastery.org), and at our own church bookstore. 

Did You Know? 

http://ascensiongoc.com/
http://ascensiongoc.com/
mailto:GOYA@ascensiongoc.com
http://svspress.com/
http://stanthonysmonastery.org/

